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F 
rom the Chair 

Welcome to this 100th edition of The Duck 

which was first published back in 1995.  

To celebrate this milestone, we have a bumper 

publication packed with both the usual features AND 

some extra special articles. Many of you will know that 

I am never known for my brevity, but on this occasion 

my intro is going to be short(ish) as we hand the reins 

to some guest contributors. My thanks to Martin 

Harrold, who was a member of the first Moor Pool 

Resident's Association Committee and who edited the 

first ever edition of The Duck, for sharing his 

reflections. My extra special thanks to Thora, Agnes & 

Anna (some of our younger residents) for taking the 

time to write about what it means to be part of our 

special Moor Pool Community. It got me thinking 

about having a regular 'children's corner' so if any of 

our younger readers would like to write articles for 

future editions please get in touch. As a Resident's 

Association one of our priorities is to continue to 

increase the involvement of families and children in all 

things Moor Pool. For the first time in many years 

Moor Pool Residentsô Association are organising an 

Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday, 19th April. This will 

take place in the Nettlefold Garden at the bottom of 

Margaret Grove from 11am until 1pm. Pop along to 

join us and enjoy the wonderful Moor Pool spring that 

lies ahead as our community comes out of hibernation 

into our green space and fresh air. If you would like to 

get involved and help, please let me know. 

We hope you enjoy this special 

edition of The Duck and here's to the 

next 100+ editions reflecting our 

strong and proud Moor Pool 

community spirit. 

With my best wishes, 

Sal 

Sally Bourner 

Chair, Moor Pool Residentsô Association 

salbmoorpool@gmail.com 

Whatõs On? 

FISH & C HIP  QUIZ  on Saturday, April 6th. Main Hall, 

7:30pm start. 

EASTER EGG TREASURE HUNT on Good Friday, April 

19th, Nettlefold Garden, 11am-1pm. 

CIRCLE  CINEMA  will be showing High Society (U) on 

Sunday, April 28th, doors open 6:15pm for 7:15pm 

screening. 

LOCAL  HISTORY  TALK : The Roundhouse in 

Birmingham. Tuesday, April 30th. Lower Hall 

6:30pm for 7pm. 

MOORPOOL IN  BLOOM  Annual Plant Sale, 11am-2pm, 

Saturday, May 11th, East Pathway. 

BOWLS CLUB  Open Event 2pm-4pm, Saturday & 

Sunday, May 11th & 12th. 

PLACES FOR POLLINATORS  Butterfly Conservation 

Launch, Nettlefold Garden, Sunday 19th May 2pm. 

LOCAL  HISTORY  TALK  on Tuesday, June 4th. Lower 

Hall 6:30pm for 7pm. 
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D̖̕ỡ Ǧ̛ ̐̕ ̈ F̗̓̈! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten 

by the dog, you want an extra copy or 

live off the estate, then current and past 

issues can be downloaded from our web 

site at ǿǿǿΦƳƻƻǊǇƻƻƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

Publication Dates 

/ƭƻǎƛƴƎ 5ŀǘŜ tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ 5ŀǘŜ 

нрǘƘ aŀȅ нлмф WǳƴŜ нлмф 

нтǘƘ Wǳƭȅ нлмф !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмф 

нуǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмф hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмф 

ноǊŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмф 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмф 

нрǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнл 

нуǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ нлнл !ǇǊƛƭ нлнл 

олǘƘ aŀȅ нлнл WǳƴŜ нлнл 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ŘǳŎƪϪƳƻƻǊǇƻƻƭΦŎƻƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜΦ 

Forthcoming Events 

/ƻũŜŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ 
όŜȄŎŜǇǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊύ 

[ŀǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ 
млΥол-мнΥлл 

vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ сǘƘ 

!ƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ !ǎǎƻŎ !Da {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ тǘƘ 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ Iǳƴǘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мфǘƘ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜ /ƛƴŜƳŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нуǘƘ 

[ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ олǘƘ 

aƛ. tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ ммǘƘ 

.ƻǿƭǎ /ƭǳō hǇŜƴ 9ǾŜƴǘ {ŀǘκ{ǳƴ aŀȅ ммǘƘ ϧ мнǘƘ 

aƻƻǊǇƻƻƭ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мсǘƘ 

.ǳǧŜǊƅȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ  {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мфǘƘ 

[ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ пǘƘ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜ /ƛƴŜƳŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ мсǘƘ 

vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ WǳƴŜ ннƴŘ 

aƻƻǊ tƻƻƭ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢ŀƭƪ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ моǘƘ 

CŀƳƛƭȅ tƛŎƴƛŎκ!ŎǝǾƛǘȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ ноǊŘ 

[ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ ноǊŘ 

IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мрǘƘ 

[ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нпǘƘ 

vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфǘƘ 

aƻƻǊ tƻƻƭ aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нсǘƘ 

[ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рǘƘ 

Starring Bing Crosby, Grace Kelly and Frank Sinatra  

Sunday 28th April 
7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm) 

High Society (U) 

presents... 

{ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǎƻ 
ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŬƭƳΦ 
.Φ¸ΦhΦ5Φ 

bƻƴ-ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ϻр όϻн ǳƴŘŜǊ мсύΦ aŜƳōŜǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ϻнΦ 
¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǝŎƪŜǘǎϪŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪΣ 
ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ όǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅύΦ 

{ŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 

ƛƴŦƻϪŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

ǿǿǿΦŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

Carbon dioxide in the world's atmosphere has increased 

by 50% in the last 25 years. 

Over the last 450,000 years CO2 in the atmosphere has 

fluctuated between 200 and 280 parts per million. In the 

last 50 years it has soared to over 400. 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ  -  {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ммǘƘ aŀȅ 

ммΦллŀƳ ǝƭƭ нΦллǇƳ - 9ŀǎǘ tŀǘƘǿŀȅ 

! ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ 
ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎΣ ǎƘǊǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǾŜƎΦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ  {ƻΣ ƴƻ 
ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŀƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ [ŀǾƛƴƛŀ 
CŜƭƭƻǿǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ aƛ. ΨǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΩ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ 
ƛƴŎŜǇǝƻƴ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ 

¢ƘŜ aƻƻǊǇƻƻƭ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŀƭŜΦ 

bŜǿ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ƴƻ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  ¢ƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
/ƻƭƛƴ ƻǊ Wƻȅ .Ǌŀƛƴ ƻƴ лмнм пнт уул ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƧΦŎōǊŀƛƴϪōǝƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦŎƻƳ 
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Company 

hǳǊ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

!ƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜκǘǊŜŜ 

ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅκƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎκŦŜƴŎƛƴƎκƘŜŘƎŜ 

ǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎκƳƻǿƛƴƎκǿŜŜŘƛƴƎκǊƻǘƻǾŀǝƴƎ 

ǇƻƴŘǎΦ !ƭƭ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘΦ 

/ŀƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǝƻƴ 

лтфну сттрфп 

ƻǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ 

ƎǊŜŜƴƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅмфоϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ /w. ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘΦ 
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Moorpool Skittles Club 

Our Winter season is about to finish; 

from Mon 1st April the Summer season 

gets under way when we only play on 

Mondays from 7.30p.m til about 

9.30p.m. We stop halfway through for 

a drink. During the Summer Season, 

which lasts til Oct the ladies usually 

play once a month ójust for funô ï no set dates so if 

interested contact mobile below. As ever weôd love to 

welcome new members or visitors.  We play both alleys, 

one is flat while the other is crowned; apart from the 

angled trough to bring balls back to the start there are no 

helpers other than ourselves! We do have a ramp that can 

be used to roll balls if bending is a problem.  We are a 

small but friendly group and while there is a competitive 

side to playing no one takes it too seriously ï we all have 

óbad daysô! Do come along and have ago! Itôs worth 

contacting before you come just to make sure the session 

is on ï there are odd evenings when we donôt play. No 

charge for first few sessions; for those whoôd like to join 

it is Ã20 annually. For more information or to check 

session is running contact 

keithwinkley@blueyonder.co.uk  or 07757967264. 

Happy Skittling!! 

Circle Cinema 

On Sunday, April 28th we will 

be screening High Society (U). 

Doors open 6:15pm for 

refreshments, with a 7:15pm 

screening. 

Starring Bing Crosby, Grace 

Kelly and Frank Sinatra, a 

spoiled heiress must choose between three suitors: her 

jazz musician ex-husband, a stuffy businessman, and an 

undercover tabloid reporter.  

The usual selection of hot and cold food will be on offer, 

so why not join us for a chat and bite to eat before the 

film?  

Tickets cost Ã5 for non-members, and Ã2 for members 

and those under 16, available on the door or can be 

reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. 

Our final film before the summer break will be The 

Favourite (15) on Sunday, June 16th. 

ƛƴŦƻϪŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

ǿǿǿΦŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

______________________________________________ 

Circle Cycling 

Spring is in the air and the 

cycling club is gathering 

momentum as the weather 

gets warmer. 

We had a group of eight 

cyclists who went out on a 10-mile escorted bike ride 

from Moor Pool, through Cannon Hill Park (Route 5) on 

10th March.  It was a cold, but sunny Sunday morning.  

Our ride took a couple of hours, stopping half way for a 

coffee break in the park.  This is a wonderful way to keep 

fit and enjoy our ever-changing city. 

The next lead-ride is on Sunday 7th April, when we will 

be riding out to Kings Norton following the Rea Valley 

route. 

We meet once or twice a month and include cyclist of all 

abilities, lead by a qualified local, cycling instructor, who 

is very knowledgeable not only on safe cycling but knows 

his City inside out. 

Don't worry if you do not have your own bicycle, we 

have a selection of new loan bikes, high-viz vests and 

helmets you can borrow.  So if you would like to join us 

next time, please call : Peter Stroud on 0776 340 7810 to 

book a bike, or for more information. 

Club & Society News 

The Circle Tennis Club 

рт ¢ƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜΣ IŀǊōƻǊƴŜ 
.мт ф5¸ 

5ƛŘ ǊŀƛƴΣ ƘŀƛƭΣ ǎƴƻǿ ƻǊ ǿƛƴŘ ǎǘƻǇ 

Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΚ 

bƻǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΗ  

¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ 

ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ-ƻƴƭȅ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛǘƘ 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘŜƴƴƛǎΣ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ 

bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŬƴŘ 

ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻƴ 

ǿǿǿΦŎƛǊŎƭŜǘŜƴƴƛǎŎƭǳōΦƴŜǘ ƻǊ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ 

ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŀƎǎǎǘǊŜŜǘϪōǝƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦŎƻƳ 

²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ 
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Club & Society News ŎƻƴǘΦΦΦ 

Moorpool News & Wine 

Please support your local shop 

Moorpool Reading Group 

At the March meeting we 

discussed ñA Little Lifeò by 

Hanya Yanagihara.  A novel that 

follows the lives of four friends in 

New York City.  The main 

protagonist (Jude) is a successful 

lawyer with a mysterious past and 

an overwhelming need to self-

harm. As the book unfolds, we learn about the horrific 

physical and sexual abuse he suffered in childhood, 

together with the terrible injuries he sustained.  A core 

focus of the book is the evolution of the relationships 

between the four friends and Judeôs adopted Father.  

Judeôs life, in particular, is populated by men who love 

and care about him as well as men that exploit and abuse 

him.   

The group had mixed feelings about this book as the 

subject matter was quite distressing but those that had 

stuck with it had found the book both well written and 

moving. 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 16th May 2019 

in Moor Pool lower hall, The Circle.  We meet from 

7.30pm to 8.30pm and will discuss the book ñThe 

Seamstressò by Maria Duenas.  You are welcome to joint 

us.  For further information about our Reading Group 

please contact Gwyneth Magrath at 

tomgwyneth@virginmedia.com 

Gillian Morgan 

Moor Pool Reading Group 

_______________________________________________ 

Moor Pool Allotment Association 

Dear Allotment Association Members. Our AGM is on 

Sunday 7th April in the Lower Hall at 10.30 with doors 

open at 10.15. Please do come along to take part and hear 

updates on progress with the allotments. This has been a 

year of progress with a number of previously untended 

allotments back in use. There will also be the opportunity 

for anybody who would like to join the Committee to 

come forward. 

Rob Sutton. Chair 

Harborne Village 

Women's Institute  

There is some Dosey Doe-ing 

going on down at Moor Pool 

Hall, where Harborne Village WI 

is meeting this month.  Swinging into action with a lively 

Barn Dance for members on Tuesday evening 9th April.   

This new Women's Institute is very enterprising, 

entertaining all sorts of activities and speakers on the 

second Tuesday of each month (except August) in Moor 

Pool Hall.  Last month the invited speaker was from the 

Fawcett Society talking about Equal Pay. On 23rd March a 

group of 20 members had a day out, visiting Denman WI 

College in Abingdon for a cookery demonstration, 

followed by lunch and a tour of the College.  Next month 

(14th May) there is a talk by a Harborne member, who has 

recently returned from voluntary work in India.  We 

welcome new members and visitors to our meetings, just 

contact Lynda or Jill by email:-  

harbornevillagewi@gmail.com for further details. 

_______________________________________________ 

Moorpool Tennis Club 

Spring has sprung, new lines have been laid and the courts 

have been rolled. Welcome to Moorpool Tennis Club! We 

offer social tennis on Sunday mornings and Tuesday late 

afternoons to dusk. If you just fancy mixing in and trying 

out the courts, do drop by. We can lend you a racquet, too, 

if you need one! Our coach, Will Hale, is planning Cardio 

Tennis sessions, as well as coaching sessions for kids and 

adults, so watch this space! We also have a TWITTER 

account @MoorpoolClub where weôre promoting all 

things Moorpool and Harborne, as well as news from the 

sport of tennis of course. You can also follow our 

activities on our FACEBOOK page.  

Professional Coaching Available 

Will Hale (PTR qualified and DBS checked) is a former 

USA College Tennis player who has coached 

tennis for all ages in the UK and USA. Lessons are 

tailored to the individual/group. Contact Will 

on: 07851037950 or willhaleusa@gmail.com 

Membership Details 

Sue Lilleman, Secretary, on 07850374061, 

slilleman@aol.com 

or John Lewis, Chair, on 07715173236, 

giffordlewis@btinternet.com 

mailto:harbornevillagewi@gmail.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update 

Congratulations to The Duck on its 100th 

edition.  All at Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

wish it to continue in its informative and 

entertaining editorial, and editor, for another 

100 issues and more. 

My O-Level maths tells me that 100 issues 

equals almost 17 years in time at the current 

rate of publication.  That is only a lingering 

moment in the 100+ year history of Moor 

Pool, and the recent restoration of the Lower 

Hall floor with retention of the original 

woodblocks and their patina is a visible proxy for then and 

now.  The recent erection of the Heritage Panels around 

the estate gives an insight on the glorious history and we 

are rightly rather proud of them.   

But the 100 issues just gone have probably chronicled 

some of the most momentous years in Moor Poolôs history 

through the campaigns to retain the fabric of the estate, the 

eventual success by all to raise the funds to purchase from 

Grainger through 2014 and then the ongoing protection of 

and investment in the communal facilities by the Trust. 

We are privileged to live in and around the garden suburb, 

amongst the best places to live in the UK according to the 

Sunday Times.  We are though ultimately only custodians 

of Moor Pool for the next 100 years (or 600 Ducks?).  Do 

join or help the Trust to achieve this - http://

www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/

MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf  

The Trust continues to work at maintaining its assets and 

developing them sympathetically to our heritage.  The 

rank of garages at The Square (not themselves a work of 

art!) should have been refurbished by the time of this 

Duckôs publication.  We are close to awarding the contract 

for the Lower Hall kitchen renovation and for the paving 

repairs around the Lower Hall.   

Turning to green spaces, we will continue to respect the 

natural environment.  The tree programme will continue 

per the 2017 tree survey and the seasonal gardening 

contract will be renewed.  The Nettlefold Garden goes 

from strength to strength and would have been treasured, 

Iôm sure, in Edition 1 of The Duck. 

Most of all though, do look at the consultation papers for 

the proposed refurbishment of the Upper Hall toilets.  

Barbara Nomikosô piece outlines this in much more detail.  

This could be much the present generationôs legacy for 

future Hall users across the next 100 Ducks or 100 years.  

Please do give us your views. 

As Trustees, we are always very open to 

feedback, whether through Barbara Nomikos 

(manager@moorpoolhall.com) (0121 426 

2908) or myself 

(simon56.stirling@gmail.com, 07757 

790539).  Please do come through to us or 

take a note for future reference.   

Hereôs to another 100 Ducks. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 
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Nettlefold Notes 

While winter has been with us volunteers have been busy 

in the garden. 

Five nest boxes of various designs (for robin, sparrow and 

blue-tit ï they have their preferences!) have been put in 

place.  

The area by the substation has been cleared and planted 

with shrubs  - purging buckthorn (much loved by 

brimstone butterflies), hazel, holly, hawthorn etc. - which 

will in time screen the perimeter fence and provide further 

protective habitats for wildlife. 

'The Bosk' (the area beyond the substation) which has 

hitherto been fenced off is also cleared and now ready for 

opening. It will remain a 'wild woodland' area. The path 

has been planted with willow which will become a willow 

tunnel in a couple of years. 

The garden has recently been recognised by the West 

Midland Butterfly Conservation as a Place for Pollinators. 

Our Anniversary Event this year will be a Butterfly Day 

on Sunday 19th May. We'll be unveiling a new information 

board and you will be able to chat to butterfly experts and 

follow the butterfly trail. Bring a picnic! 

Recently an expert talking about stress on TV mentioned 

various stress-reducing actions one could take, including 

breathing more slowly - and then added that even looking 

at a picture of the countryside had a beneficial effect - But 

we've got the real thing!  If you're feeling really frazzled 

don't pick up a book or your iPhone - wander down to 

the Garden and spend five minutes just sitting!  and if  

you're 'just sitting' ï connect, learn, take notice. 

It will be open every day again from March 31st. 
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Some recollections by resident Martin 

Harrold, the founding editor 24 years ago 

My wife, Margaret and I moved onto the Moor Pool 

Estate in 1985. Naturally, we were interested in helping 

preserve the area in which we enjoyed living and we went 

to the meeting called to re-form the Residents Association 

on July 5, 1995 with 120 others. I volunteered for the 

committee and at the first meeting a week later I 

somehow landed the task of producing a newsletter. 

Remember, the only choice in those days was paper, it 

was long before email and the web. 

We produced the first edition in August. The two pages 

were easy to fill, as enthusiasm was overflowing 

following the re-establishment of the Association. All 

fairly easy, but what about a name? Something a bit 

snappier than óNewsletter Of The Moor Pool Residents 

Associationô was needed. Then I had the idea of calling it 

simply óThe Duckô  ï with its direct connection in 

everyoneôs imagination to the Moor Pool. To place it, it 

became the óMoor Pool Duckô. 

I wrote and edited most of the early editions. There was a 

lot going on in my life then (as there is now I am pleased 

to say) and I never really gave it enough time. Gathering 

content was much harder then and the ónewsô focused on 

dog poo, hedge trimming and parking. I see in one edition 

that I got a bit heated about people using mowers on 

sunny Sunday afternoons ï why not weekday evenings? 

I canôt remember what computer or software I used then, 

but for its age, Edition 1 does not look too bad. As 

successive editors have found, itôs always a challenge 

making sure you write in a way which informs, shows a 

neutral stance and does not offend anyone. And the phone 

will soon ring if you make an error!  Gathering pictures 

and getting them onto the page then was difficult, which 

is why there were so few. Nowadays copy and pictures 

can be received, subbed and placed in seconds. 

As I browsed many of the back editions, I realised just 

how important the Duck has become in building the 

strong sense of community on the estate. 

The Duck has supported many campaigns by the MRA. 

Helping the estate gain Conservation status was one very 

positive one and another was pressing for better planning 

of the new LED street lights. Later was the formation of 

the Heritage Trust to raise funds and set up a structure to 

take the Hall and many other buildings on the estate into 

safe hands. 

Very tough were the strong push backs on planning 

applications by Grainger Trust, which was the headline in 

many editions. It was a lot of good work by many people 

and ultimately successful. When another developer 

submitted a sensible plan for the then-unloved valley site, 

the Duck rallied to help explain the committee view that 

those plans were acceptable.   

The actual growth of the Duck over the time is interesting. 

Starting with 2 pages four times a year, it has steadily 

grown to 12 pages and 6 times a year. That is a lot of news 

and information in each edition, and an awful of work for 

the editors. This list maybe not be complete, but I saw 

Mike Frost, Rob Sutton, Paula McGee and Andrew 

Hackett mentioned. I am delighted that the Duck has 

developed to become as successful as it is.  My 

congratulations and good wishes to each of them for 

taking on the task and handing the Duck over to their 

successors in very good shape. 

What Goes Roundé... 

The launch of the Moor Pool Residentsô Association in 

July 1995, which triggered the first Moor Pool Duck, 

was attended by 120 residents, an interesting comparison 

with the last AGM in January. 

Issues raised included noise and parking problems from 

Hall rentals and maintenance of hedges and paths, issues 

still in 2019. 

It also listed the breakdown of housing ownership with 

50% tenanted, 20% leasehold and 30% freehold. We 

asked Grainger for current numbers but they declined to 

provide them ñdue to the business sensitive information 

requested.ò 

The sixth issue in 1997 also reports problems with the 

water levels of the Pool and that Harborne Tenants had 

instigated repairs to the pipe. This became an issue again 

in 2018 and was completely replaced by the MPHT. 

The fifteenth issue in 1994 mentions the MRA as being 

óreformed in 1995ô and refers to an earlier Residentôs 

Committee which was active 

around 1910. 

All past Ducks are available 

to browse on our web site at 

www.moorpool.com and 

well worth a visit to dip into 

our recent history. 


