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rom the Chair

For the first time since I started writing this
section, there is a real feeling of optimism, so
much so, that looking forward is something that can
be done with a degree of confidence. The Moor Pool
community has come into its own during lockdown
with people helping and supporting each other so
well. I know that this spirit of kindliness and
neighbourliness will continue as things start to ease
up. I understand that the Trust is planning a Thank
You Event for volunteers and the community on 4th
July and there is more about this elsewhere in The
Duck. Another sign of the times is that it is hoped that
coffee mornings can be resumed, with the first
planned for 26th June and that plans are in hand for
The Moor Pool Heritage Festival in September. Watch
out for the posters. The annual plant sale which last
year was an online event was held in the open air (and
rain), and again was a great success.
I shall of course (subject to editorial consent) continue
to report on local flora and fauna within the limited
confines of my garden and immediate surroundings.
As I write this, the old oak tree next door looks
splendid, particularly so after its recent haircut.
Despite all the rain, the flowering shrubs which are
such a feature everywhere on the Estate, are as
colourful as ever. The fox continues to attend at dusk
for his guaranteed feed next door and for occasional
leftovers from me. A family of bumblebees has set up
home under the floor of the outhouse but I am assured
that they will leave in September and not return. We
shall see. A recent addition to the Moor Pool scene
has been the appearance of strange two wheeled
machines parked randomly, singly or in groups of up
to five. At night, they can still be seen by their eerie
green flashing lights. The curious thing is that
although I have seen the occasional one in use on the
road, I have never seen one either deposited or
collected.
The Residents’ Association Committee is hoping to
meet shortly when we will pick up outstanding issues
and continue as far as possible to respond to residents’
concerns. Any queries can be raised with me at
johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk or on 0121 426 2134
and we will do our best to resolve them.
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Meetings have been held on site with City Councillors
and their Contractors, when among other matters, ways
of preventing the continued vehicular encroachment of
grass verges were discussed We are often asked about
the Conservation Area status and its requirements in
respect of property alterations. In simple terms, the
advice is, that before any work is undertaken, the
advice of Council Planning Officers should be sought
and where required, permission should be obtained.
It’s the time of year when unless action is taken, hedges
and shrubs can quickly reach unmanageable
proportions, so please ensure that they are kept trimmed
back, particularly in frontage areas and in the many
alleyways where access is required.
I understand that a lot of people have been asking about
food banks and donation options now that collections
have stopped. I’m told that for food, donations can be
made to, Fairshare (fairshare.org.uk), The Active
Wellbeing Society (thaws.co.uk) and Trussell Trust
(TrussellTrust.org). For clothing SifaFireside
(sifafireside.co.uk), will collect. These of course are in
addition to the High Street and Supermarket provisions.
Almost finally, Betty Wright who will be known to
many older residents, will be 100 years old on 22nd June
and there is more about this elsewhere. Betty is now
cared for in a nursing home but continues to keep in
touch with all things ‘Moor Pool’. She was a member
of Moorpool Players for many years and I well
(Continued on page 3)
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Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

All events are subject to prevailing covid restrictions.

Closing Date

Publication Date

Residents’ Coffee Morning

Saturday, June 26th

24th July 2021

August 2021

Trust ‘Thank You’ Event

Sunday, July 4th

25th September 2021

October 2021

Circle Cinema (provisional)

Sunday, July 11th

20th November 2021

December 2021

22nd January 2022

February 2022

Heritage Festival

Sunday, September 12th

26th February 2022

April 2022

Heritage Trust AGM

Sunday, September 26th

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

Don’t Get in a Flap!
Congratulations to
Betty Wright who

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten
by the dog, you want an extra copy or
live off the estate, then the current issue
can be downloaded from
www.duck.moorpool.com.

will be 100 on 22nd June.
The following has been
written by her son and
daughter, Steve and Sue.

Past issues are also available from
www.moorpool.com.

Even in non-Covid times the average Brit gets through
about 127 toilet rolls a year – twice the European average:
a national total of some 8.5 billion. It requires one tree to
be felled for every 800-1,500 rolls produced; that means
felling seven million trees simply to meet the UK’s yearly
needs.

FIND THE FAIRY DOORS
Some exciting news!
We think there are fairies living in the
Nettlefold Garden. Little doors have
appeared at the bottom of some of the
trees so when you visit see if you can
find them.
???????????????????????????????

Detailed COVID-19 statistics from Birmingham City Council
can be viewed on our web site at www.moorpool.com: just
follow the covid-19 link on the front page.

Moor Pool Residents’
Association Subscriptions
If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box.
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for the
printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the Easter and
Christmas activities.
If you have not done so already, please consider joining.
There’s a form on the back page with details.
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Our Mum first came to live
on Moor Pool when she
was 10 years old. Sadly, her
father was already dead and
her mother was gravely ill
and so both came to live
with two of her aunts at No
10, The Square. After the
death of her mother Betty
stayed on with her aunts Clal and Lou. She went to
George Dixon Grammar school and after matriculation
started work at Harborne library. It was there that she
met and later married Don Wright, the well known local
historian. They moved a short distance away to Park Hill
Road but after the birth of their children, Dave, Steve
and Sue, they moved back to live at 25 High Brow.
Living here was wonderful as we were free to roam and
Mum enjoyed the friendliness of the next door
neighbours, the Frosts and the Pearsons. There was a
strong community on the Estate and everyone knew
everyone with many generations of families living in
close proximity. We later moved to Moor Pool Avenue
which our parents took the opportunity to purchase. This
is still where Steve lives and is the family home!
Mum loved the Drama Group and was a very active
member and again became part of a strong social group
which helped no end when Don died. Whilst Dad was
still alive they also became members of the ballroom
dancing classes.
There is no doubt that Mum’s heart lives in Moor Pool
and it will always be regarded as home by the family.
There is still something very unique about the Estate and
we all feel so lucky to have experienced it.

MOORPOOL NEWS & WINE

www.moorpool.com

Please support your local shop
duck@moorpool.com

From the Chair

cont..

Provisional and subject to covid precautions

remember her outstanding performance as Miss Prism in
‘The Importance of Being Earnest’.
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Sunday
July 11th
See page 4

Finally, a word about the Residents’ Association which,
as described above, does its best to deal with concerns
raised by residents. In normal times it’s also responsible
for the funding and organisation of a number of
community events and it’s to be hoped that these will
resume before too long. The Duck, which you are reading
now is partly funded by the Association which in turn
relies on subscriptions as its only source of income. This
then is an invitation to all household to become members
by the payment of an annual sum of £5. Doing so commits
you to nothing other than an invitation to attend and vote
at an A.G.M. but it does ensure that the work of the
Association can continue as before. You will find a form
for this purpose in The Duck. In this connection, a gentle
reminder to current Members that some subscriptions are
overdue.
Stay confident.
John
Editor’s note: When clipping hedges at this time of year
please be alert for nesting birds.

www.moorpool.com
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Club & Society News
Moorpool Skittles Club

Circle Cinema

Well despite on-going obstacles the
Skittles Club is still here - we may
not be playing yet but have met up
socially for a walk in the park,
weather permitting we will do it
again fairly soon. We had hoped to
start sessions about now but on reflection have decided
to delay until after June. When we do reopen, it is
likely that we will be restricted in numbers as the Alley
is quite cramped and it is difficult to get a good flow of
air. But hopes remain high that at some stage we will
be playing again and we all look forward to welcoming
new members and visitors to our amazing alley, a real
piece of history. One that our club members do enjoy
showing off, it may be a bit low-tech compared to other
activities but there is always a warm welcome, good
chat and plenty of laughs. Sessions are fairly informal
and certainly no pressure to up the skill levels, there is
a competition element but that’s mainly to keep
everyone’s interest and have something to aim for over
the playing season. All our members have missed our
club evenings and we can only keep hoping, keep
fingers crossed and trust that we haven’t lost the knack!
Wishing everyone a safe and happier 2021 and ‘watch
this space’ for more information. Any queries to
keithwinkley61@gmail.com

We are planning to screen
Knives Out (12) on July 11th.
Starring Daniel Craig, Chris
Evans, Ana de Armas and Jamie
Lee Curtis, this Award winning
2019 film tells the story of a
detective investigating the death
of a patriarch of an eccentric, combative family.
Out of post-lockdown caution we will not be offering
refreshments but you are more than welcome to bring
your own. Doors will open at 6:30pm for a 7:00pm
screening
And to celebrate our post-covid relaunch and 5th
anniversary, there will be no entry but we will be
asking for donations with all proceeds going to charity.
There is, of course, a caveat. While Boris’ potholed
road to recovery has, to date, proved largely navigable,
there is the looming possibility of a variant sink hole.
We will, of course, reschedule if necessary.
As always, we will keep everyone updated through our
web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you
are not already on our mailing list and would like to be,
please contact us through the link below.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club
The Circle Tennis Club

Harborne Tenants Snooker
Club one of Harborne’s best
kept secrets, has re-opened.
You won’t know the place, with three fully refurbished
tables, fastest than ever, an exciting array of events,
what’s not to like.
Please contact either Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or
Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200.

Working within the government guidelines, normal
service has resumed, so book your courts now.
Membership is at an all-time high, so if you are
interesting in getting involved, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Moor Pool Reading Group
The Reading Group is still unable to
meet at the moment due to covid19
restrictions, however, all being well, we
should be able to recommence meetings
after 21st June, following government
guidelines.

See our website for all the up to-date news,
www.circletennisclub.net. Also if you have any
questions, please contact us at
circletennisclub@gmail.com.

We look forward to reconvening and in the meantime,
anyone interested in joining the Moor Pool Reading
Group should contact Gillian Morgan at
gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for more information.
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Great News, the tennis club is
very nearly back to normal, with
the usual run of Mix-In’s, internal
and external competition matches,
coaching and social events, so it’s
full steam ahead for the club.

Of the 54 million adults in Britain, only 31 million, or 56%,
earn enough to pay any income tax at all.

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Club & Society News
Moor Pool Wildlife Group

Moorpool Tennis Club

The Nettlefold Garden Jubilee Oak Project

TENNIS is back! We undertook a
huge amount of work to get the
courts ready for play. A huge shoutout to our CLUB VOLUNTEERS
who help to keep our idyllic 110year old club going.

Do you love trees?

We are running YOGA ON THE
LAWN classes with local instructor Andrea Coyne.
Our coaching programme continues with local coach
Will Hale. Both Will and Andrea ran a NEW
MEMBERS’ MORNING on Saturday 29th May with
coaching and yoga sessions to get players ready and
toned for what we hope will be a great summer of
tennis!

Next year, 2022, is the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year.
Part of the celebration will be the Queen’s Green
Canopy project which launched last month and aims to
encourage tree planting in communities across the UK.
Find out more here: https://queensgreencanopy.org/
Our Jubilee project is to plant an English oak tree,
Quercus robur, in Nettlefold Garden. Why an oak? The
oak is a native species and is known to support a wide
range of insect life which are a valuable food source for
many birds. Holes and crevices in mature oaks provide
nesting places for birds and bats.

As the new Chair, I am keen to continue to make our
club and the wonderful sport of tennis more accessible.
As Welfare Officer, too, Safeguarding issues, Welfare
and Well-being are also high priorities for us. MTC
aims to be an inclusive, welcoming space for all within
the MOOR POOL COMMUNITY. Anyone for tennis and more?
We are still following COVID-SAFE measures. Follow
us for updates and information on Twitter
@MoorpoolClub.
If you’d like to join us email our Membership
Secretary John Lewis at giffordlewis@btinternet.com
for details – we have REDUCED RATES FOR NEW
MEMBERS!
Wishing you all a very HAPPY SUMMER!
Charles Harry, Chair

Oak trees typically live for several hundred years so our
oak will form part of the living heritage of Moor Pool,
to be enjoyed by generations to come.
We want to buy a good sized tree, probably about 3m
tall, from a reputable supplier. Larger trees are best
supplied as bare root plants during their dormant
period, November to March. We can't order a bare root
tree until September but there is already huge demand
for trees so we need to be ready to place our order
really quickly.
If you’d like to be part of the project, please donate at:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/NettlefoldGarden
Cathy Perry
nettlefoldgarden@gmail.com
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A white kite, one of only ten in Britain to have such a loss
of pigmentation, was spotted alongside the more common
red type in mid-Wales.

To Toe the Line. It is commonly and erroneously thought
that the origins of this phrase lie in the British House of
Commons where sword-strapped members were
instructed to stand behind lines that were two swordlengths apart from their political rivals in order to restore
decorum. However, the more likely origins of the term go
back to the usage of the wooden ships in the Royal Navy.
Barefooted seamen had to stand at attention for
inspection and had to line up on deck along the seams of
the wooden planks, hence to "toe the line".

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Club & Society News
Moor Pool Allotment Association

History Corner

Moor Pool is greening up with a
vengeance and our allotments are
springing back into life. Doubtless
seedlings and purchases from the
recent plant sale will be soon
planted out. Best news of all is that all the available
Moor Pool allotments are now let. This is the result of
hard work by committee members, volunteers and plot
holders supported by the Trust. Indeed, some
allotments which looked in an almost impossible state
of dereliction are back in use. Over the periods of
lockdown, allotments have proved somewhere to
escape and we are very lucky to have these wonderful
open spaces. You can still put your name down for an
allotment when any become available in the future.

Today is tomorrow’s history,
but so much of what we have
today rapidly disappears.
What will those in 50 years
time make of our current society and events? 50 years
ago we were in the 70’s which is fresh (fairly) in my
mind but history to many readers. Part of what the
Moor Pool History and Preservation Society seeks to do
is to collect current and historical information for future
reference. Keith Butler, a committee member from the
Harborne Tenants Snooker club, located over the top of
the Estate Office, is researching their history and
contacted me for any information we might have. Keith
is trying to find out exactly where and when the club
was formed. Dates on trophies, press cuttings and
articles are all clues. Maybe you have a picture, a story,
a snippet of information or know someone who was a
past member and can help Keith? If so, his details are
below. In due course hopefully there will be a history of
the Club for all to read. As part of the research we spent
some time opening and checking cubby holes and
spaces in the club where old records might have been
stored. This led through some rather narrow access
hatches to forgotten roof voids. Sadly nothing was
found but a very, very, large and somewhat irate spider.
Better luck next time.

Stepping down from our Committee are Marilyn Martin
Jones (Secretary), and Ted Fearon. Marilyn and Ted’s
contributions have been an essential part of the success
of the MPAA over the last few years. Our sincere
thanks go to them and we wish them well for the future.
We are due an AGM and once we are sure of the
roadmap out of lockdown and a safe location to meet,
we will provide further information.
Rob Sutton. Chair Moor Pool Allotment Association.

Circle Cycling Club
The Circle Cycling Club
have some new members
this spring, from Cradley
Heath, Blakedown and
New York - yes that’s
USA! Word spreads fast
that we are a great club to join. We cater for beginners
and intermediates. We share our knowledge not only of
cycling but the locality too, you learn a lot on our trips!
We are a friendly bunch of people, lead by our own
cycling instructor; Moor Pool resident - Peter Stroud.
We ride out at weekends to various places, such as
Highbury Park, Cannon Hill Park, Handsworth Park,
Edgbaston Reservoir and beyond. We travel between
10 - 18 miles, stopping for a comfort break at a cafe enroute.
If you are interested in joining us please get in touch
with Peter on 0776-340-7810. If you want to borrow a
bike, we do have a selection of bikes we can loan for
the trip, there is no charge, but you will need to register
as a member with us beforehand. Our next ride is on
Sunday 6th June 10 a.m. from Moor Pool Builders
Yard off Wentworth Gate. See you there. Happy
Cycling.
The Moor Pool Duck 6

Rob Sutton
www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk
Keith Butler email: keith.butler3@yahoo.co.uk

Northern Forest on its way. Twelve million trees are to be
planted across England by 2022 – the equivalent of 18
Sherwood Forests. One million will be planted in towns
and cities, and 11 million in rural settings. London will get
more plane trees, while Manchester and Birmingham will
get more lime, oak and rowan trees.

Commuters in Rome are exchanging used plastic bottles
for Metro and bus tickets under a scheme the city's mayor
has called a first for Europe. Empty bottles can be fed into
machines at three Metro stations that will in return load
an app with credit to travel on public transport. Each
bottle will earn five cents, meaning 30 bottles gets a free
€1.50 ticket.

www.moorpool.com
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Nettlefold Notes
The Nettlefold lawn has gone fully 'Mohican'! For
some time people have been aware that manicured
mowed and fully doctored lawns are a desert for
wildlife. The over-reaction by the 'greens' has been to
recommend a 'no mow regime' - letting our lawns
become meadows. But recent research (at Bangor*) has
shown that an area of lawn (one mower's width) left to
become meadow, plus the rest of the lawn being
mowed once a month only is the best regime for bees ,
moths, flies etc. This gives enough time to let flowers
in the lawn (clover, daisies, vetch etc.) mature before
being cut – which encourages more flowers and hence
insects (which have cover in the meadow area). We
will now mow monthly - and we already have the
'Mohican crescent' at the back of the lawn. So this is an
extension of Nettlefold's nature-friendly low
maintenance policy.

The parish of Aston in Domesday Book (1086) is
recorded as producing five times (100 shillings) the
income of the neighbouring hamlet of Birmingham,
which only had 5 villagers and four smallholders. Aston
was a village and large enough to have a priest (and
presumably the church) and a population of 30
villagers, 12 smallholders and a slave.
In November the government renewed its commitment
to curb demand on fossil fuels including a ban on the
sale of petrol and diesel vehicles. On the 24th March it
banned future permits to extract oil and gas from the
North Sea. Source: New Scientist 17/4/21
_________________
See page 5 for derails of the Nettlefold Garden Jubilee
Oak Project

*See BBC 'Breakfast' May 1st 08.25.
We are pleased to welcome some new enthusiastic
gardening volunteers – Hakim, Nik and Sarah (no, not
that one, another of the same name!)
Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter
for more updates: @NettlefoldGdn
www.moorpooltrust.com
_________________
In addition to crows and rooks we now have ravens in
the skies above Moor Pool. Like the other corvids they
are large and black. What's the difference?! Ravens are
the biggest - but when flying alone that's hard to judge!
They fly slowly and even if they are alone give an
intermittent 'quark!' (rather than 'caw' or 'chuck') as
they fly. The easiest identifier is that their tails are not
fanned-out but close to a diamond point. Like the
others they dislike buzzards and will harass them in
flight – an interesting lesson in flying tactics – the one
using greater manoeuvrability and the other evading by
diving swoops and rises and dropping sideways down
(or even somersaults!)
The Woodland Trust has just published its report The
State of the UK's Woods and Trees.
Some points it makes are:


The UK woodland cover is slowly increasing but
the wildlife is decreasing.



Only 7% of the UK's mature woods are in a
healthy state.



Since 1970 woodland bird populations have
dropped by 29%.

An iceberg the size of Majorca has recently broken off
the Antarctic ice shelf.
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Annual plant Sale 2021 – without such a difference!
As you may recall, last year the Moor pool in Bloom
team were celebrating a very successful “on-line” plant
sale, but bemoaning the fact that it lacked the essential
feel of a social / community event and a tea and cake
stall!!!
This year things got a lot better.
The plant sale was held, as was normal, on the green at
the top of East Pathway, and despite the weather and the
best efforts of Birmingham City Council to block the
road whilst undertaking pavement repair / replacement
works the annual Moorpool in Bloom plant sale took
place. Yipeeeee. Lots of (hopefully happy) customers,
lots of plants sold and all the Covid Regulations
compliant “fresh air” anyone could ask for.
The only bad news is that we did not have a tea and cake
stall – blame Covid. However, many thanks to the very
generous person who brought us a cake! Devoured by
“the team” – absolutely delicious. I don’t know who
provided the cake but if you would like your plate back
please contact me. Hopefully next year we will be able
to resume normal service with a full “plant, tea and cake
sale”.
Many thanks to all involved in the event, customers, “the
MiB team”, Mark for providing shelter and last but not
least Cathy and Martin who had a stall promoting
sustainable gardening – something we all should doing.
If anyone would like to join the Moorpool in Bloom
team please contact me at colinbrain292@btinternet.com
Time and input commitment can be as little or great as
you wish and no particular “expertise” required.
Colin Brain

www.moorpool.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust
Over the past two months since the last Duck, we have
taken the first steps towards normal service –
successfully. I’d like to thank all the Trust’s
employees, volunteers and customers for acting so
responsibly and diligently in progressing the phased
reopening of our facilities.
Onto, hopefully, June 21st when we will be able to host
one-off events and parties, of course in a responsible
socially distanced manner observing regulations.
Alongside the return of various activities in the Hall,
we have also welcomed Barbara Nomikos back fully
into the role of Hall Manager and please see Barbara’s
report detailing activities in the Hall and looking
forward as far as the Festival in September. Also a big
thank you to Peter Stroud and Brenda McCormick for
keeping the Hall so clean and sanitised between all of
our hires.
We have also been delighted to see Rachel West back
to her position as Education Manager. I’m sure
everyone has missed the programme of history talks,
walks, children’s activities and the noise of the school
parties visiting the estate. Rachel will spend the
summer working on a programme of activities for the
coming 12 months and on marketing our educational
syllabus to schools for the school year 2021-22.
Barbara’s article outlines our plan for a ‘Thank You’
event on July 4th, likely to be outdoors in the afternoon.
This is intended for all residents and will mark what has
gone past in the last 16 months but also look forward to
a brighter future – and a great opportunity to get
together. More detail to follow.
We should also note the resumption of the Moor Pool
Residents’ Association coffee mornings on Saturday
26th June.
Turning to developments, and we very much hope that
things can speed up now:
1. We are awaiting the results of the Quinquennial
Heritage Condition Survey for the Listed buildings
we own – the Halls and the shops. This will govern
our repair and maintenance strategy and programme
over the next 5 years and provide a highly
informative snapshot of condition.
2. We received full planning consent for the
renovation of the Hall washrooms and for the
construction of the permanent disabled ramp to the
side doors. This will cost over £100,000 and
onwards now to the fundraising and this will again
feature as an integral part of the Festival in
September. Julia Bellingham and I are also crafting
applications to various grant funders – we have a
strong story to tell!
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3. The Carless Ecology
Centre by the Builders’
yard and The Square
garages is also coming
on apace. Thank you to
Rob Sutton for erecting
the greenhouse frame (a
large structure, to say the
least), giving us renewed
momentum. Now to the rest of the Centre.
4. Alongside the hard work of the Moor Pool
Allotment Association, we continue to arrange the
clearance of overgrown allotments and promptly
let them, such is the continued demand.
5. We are also commissioning a new 5-year tree
condition survey, the last having been done in late
2016. We have over 300 trees on our land and this
survey is vital in directing our expenditure towards
those trees in most need of attention.
So as ever there is a lot going on.
The Trust’s AGM is provisionally set for the afternoon
of 26th September. Members please note.
With the ongoing Covid situation, opportunities to chat
and raise issues with the Trust and Trustees have been
limited. Hopefully, this will ease as the relaxations
continue. We are still very much here working hard to
keep this beautiful area as the founders over 100 years
ago envisaged it. So, if you have anything to discuss
please do get in touch; through our website
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk or with any of us,
email, or phone.
Thank you for the support you provide to the Trust and
please continue to stay safe and well,
Simon Stirling
Chair
simon56.stirling@gmail.com
07757 790539

Are you a member of the
Moor Pool Heritage Trust?
It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute
to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the
estate for over three years you can download further
details and a joining form from:
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf

www.moorpool.com
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Kipsters Homemade
Biscuits
Just for Dogs

Kipsters Homemade Biscuits is a family run business which began
when our French Bulldog puppy Costa came into our lives. We
then began to look at food, ingredients and treats that
would provide him with the best nutrients and goodness to allow
him to continue with his busy life as a puppy. As a keen baker I
decided to bake him some biscuits that contained no additives
or preservatives and from that day forward Kipsters was born.

Order online at: www.kipsters.co.uk

Arthritis Action Online Groups
Arthritis Action Groups are an opportunity for people
with arthritis to talk with others and share their tips on
how to manage their arthritis and stay active whilst at
home, and we actively welcome new attendees. We
discuss a variety of self-management techniques.
Participants will need to contact us directly for the log in
instructions for the meeting, and we have produced
‘How To’ guides for those not familiar with using Zoom.
 6pm 14 June – Evening Midlands Arthritis Action
Group
 2pm 21 June – West Midlands Arthritis Action Group
For full dates and joining details see http://
www.arthritisaction.org.uk/media-centre/events

MOORPOOL

NEWS & WINE
Please support your local shop
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Hall Activities Update

from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager

It’s hard to believe last time I did a piece for the Duck
we had just celebrated the Queens Award for Voluntary
Service and the People Power theme at the 2019 Moor
Pool Heritage Festival which is such an important
event to celebrate the community and unique heritage
of the Moor Pool Estate.
The wonderful combination of heritage and community
that exists at Moor Pool is one of the reasons I applied
for the role back in 2015 and I had visions of my child
being part of that even though we don’t live on the
Estate. So it has been lovely to see my now toddler
attend the classes at the hall and take part in her first
event at the end of last year as one of the Moor Pool
elves singing and jingling her bells behind Santa’s
sleigh.
Since returning to Moor Pool from maternity leave it
felt very strange returning to such a quiet hall and
office, but since April it has been lovely to see the hall
gradually come back to life as we welcomed back our
children’s groups in April and in the last couple of
weeks our fitness groups, it has been lovely to see the
hall buzzing with activity again with such a range of
groups for all ages.
We continue to follow the covid cleaning, one -way
system and cleaning protocol for all our regular groups
and any prospective bookings, as a covid secure venue
and in line with guidance. But we are also pleased that
we steadily have bookings coming in for Step 4 of the
roadmap out of lockdown, where we can start hosting
children’s parties and other one off events- lets hope
this can go ahead after 21st June.
With the return of weekend bookings we are also
seeking an additional local Caretaker to join our team
to help out with specifically with weekend hires. Please
get in touch if you are interested or require further
information.

Obviously, we are going to have to be flexible pending
 changing Government COVID-19 guidance
 weather
 any other eventualities....

Look out for further information on the Main Hall
notice Board, posters around the estate nearer the time,
or follow our social media feeds (@MoorpoolHT)
nearer the time.
_________________________
Moor Pool Heritage Festival
Sadly there was no Moor Pool Heritage Festival for me
to attend as a visitor last year with my newest arrival
but we are cautiously optimistic that we can welcome
back the 12th Moor Pool Heritage Festival this year
on Sunday 12th September and we hope to welcome
our groups new and long-standing to participate and
celebrate the community hall and Moor Pool’s heritage.
The Moor Pool Estate really is a unique and special
place, not just in terms of architectural character and
history but the continuity of the historic clubs and
continued use of the hall as the heart of the community
since 1910 continuing Nettlefold’s vision of building a
community and homes not houses. Hopefully we can
celebrate this heritage with the return of the festival
this year.
_________________________
Here is a summary of the regular weekday activities
that have now returned to the hall.
ADULT CLASSES:
Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal
fitness (Monday & Wednesday) Contact Kerry
www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk
Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact
Jen on 07486 511146

_________________________
Thank You Event:
We very much want to say a huge thank you to all of
you who have supported us over the past year and,
most importantly, those who of you who have
volunteered your time and energy to help our COVID19 "Task Force" and the Trust itself.
So....we are aiming to hold THANK YOU EVENT on
Sunday 4th July. We are planning to organise an
outdoor Afternoon Tea type event probably between 15pm. So pop the date in your diaries and standby for
further information....! Plans are developing - and may
need to be flexible - but we are determined to organise
a get-together to say thank you to you all.

Zumba: (Monday) contact Sherene Flash on
07958447741
Yoga: (Monday & Thursday) Contact Amy on
07554 654 007 www.myyoga.tips
Keep Dancing (Tuesday) over 50’s dance contact Faye
www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday) contact Shirley
07530244417
Pilates: (Wednesday) contact Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk
07935927685
Capoeira (Saturday) Brazilian dance contact Mathew
at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk
(Continued on page 11)
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Hall Activities Update

cont...

Forgotten English

CHILDREN’S CLASSES:

Lant

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing
(Monday & Tuesday)
https:/bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south

Urine gathered for various purposes. Among the gustatory
uses of lant was the practice of putting it into ale.

Temple Martial Arts: Kickboxing for children and
young adults (Tuesday & Thursday) contact 0121 616
1169 www.temple-martialarts.co.uk

To leint ale, to put urine into it to make it strong.

Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday)
https://www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/

Some money laid by. The allusion is to the custom of placing
an egg in a hen’s nest to induce her to lay eggs there. If a
person has saved a little money, it serves as an inducement
to him to increase his store
Ebenezer Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, 1898

Joseph Shipley’s Dictionary of Early English, 1955

One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday ) 5-14 year
old performing arts please
email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562
Baby Ballet: (Friday am) www.babyballet.co.uk

Mezzo Dance: contemporary and ballet classes for
children and young adults. (Friday)
https://www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/

Broddler

Alexicacon

Diamond Learning Tuition: (Sunday) Catch up
English and Maths classes. Contact
diamondlearningtuition@outlook.com 07434871761

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com
Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk

Nest-egg

A toothed instrument for making holes of an irregular shape.
A woman who kept school at Eckington used to prick or brod
the children in the forehead with a sharp instrument which
she called a broddler. She said she was driving sense into
them.
Sidney Addy’s Sheffield Glossary of Words, 1888

Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to
pre-schoolers 0121 447 7632
https://rhythmtime.net/classes/details/27_89

_________________________

John Ray’s Northern Country English Words, 1674

A preservative against, or remedy for, evil; a panacea sought
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The word is
from the Greek alexein, to keep off, and kakon, evil. A dose
against poison was called an alexipharmic; to ward off
contagion was an alexiteric or alexitery. The 1671
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society declared,
“The heart or liver of a viper is one of the greatest alexiteries
in the world.”
Joseph Shipley’s Dictionary of Early English, 1955

Bummaree
A Billingsgate middle-man. These men are speculative
buyers of large quantities of fish, which they resell in smaller
lots. The origin of the name may be from the French bon
marée; others, however, think that it is akin to bomerie, the
act of borrowing money and pledging the bottom of the ship
itself for the repayment of the money.
Farmer & Henley’s Slang and its Analogs, 1904

Venice-glass
A cup or goblet of fine crystal glass, the manufacturer of that
material being long carried on almost exclusively at Venice.
It was a very prevalent notion that poison put into a Venice
glass would speedily cause it to break.
Robert Nare’s Glossary of Works of English Authors, 1859

Katie-hunkers
A particular mode of sliding on ice. The person sits on his or
her hams, and in this attitude is drawn by a companion
holding each hand. It may be conjectured, from the use of
the name, Katherine, that this mode was at first confined to
girls.
John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish
Language, 1808
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Be Aware
I have recently had the opportunity to speak to a police
woman from the Economic Crime Victim Care Unit of
West Midlands Police.
She had interesting and useful information about the
huge increase in the number and types of scams that are
going on at present. These are many and varied but
there is a book produced by the police and called “The
Little Book of Big Scams” which explains and warns
about how many of them work. This book can be seen
online but we are also hoping to have some copies
available at our next scheduled coffee morning on 26th
June. (Editor’s note: Also available to download on the
Neighbourhood Watch page on www.moorpool.com)
The Police also have a device called a Call-blocker
which can filter out unwanted calls. If people are
having frequent unwanted and nuisance calls then the
police are able to lend these devices (and fit them) for 6
months or a year until, hopefully, the calls have ceased
or are, at least, considerably lessened. I enjoyed
hearing that these devices are purchased using money
recovered from criminals.
One piece of information that horrified me was to learn
that lists of people’s names and addresses are regularly
sold - which greatly helps scammers. The most
horrifying part was to learn that doctors surgeries are
amongst the people selling name and address lists. The
police cannot stop this but patients can individually ask
their doctors to opt them out. However as no-one I
know knew of this then no-one was able to opt out.
Maybe they can now!
One final and very useful piece of advice to everyone is
to be suspicious and to remember that if something
sounds too good to be true then it probably is!

Company

Jenny Buchan

Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.

The value of the “Union dividend” – the difference
between what each person received in public spending
and what they paid in tax – to each person in Scotland in
was £2,543 in 2018-2019, compared to just £91 in England,
according to the Institute for Government think tank. The
dividend was £4,412 in Wales and £5,118 in Northern
Ireland.

Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594

Sudoku Solutions

or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com
Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.
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Education Update

from Rachel West, Education Project Officer

I’m so happy to have the opportunity to write a small
piece for The Duck once again. At times over the last
fourteen months it has felt like everyone’s been doing a
massive ‘Hokey Cokey’ as we went in and out of
various lockdowns and tiers. Having been the grateful
recipient of two vaccinations, I really hope that the
current easing of restrictions will herald a return to
some sort of normality.
Since I have been back I have been spending time in the
education allotment, the Carless Ecology Centre
outdoor space and the wildlife allotment. It really is
wonderful to see how well used the education allotment
is now, and each bed is packed full with an assortment
of herbs, fruit and vegetables. Once again, I must
thanks Roger Cobley for all his work in the education
allotment as well as his support for the other
allotmenteers! When I reflect on what the space was a
few years ago – so overgrown it was impossible to even
access the plot properly – I feel truly overwhelmed
about the amount of work that has taken place. We are
in the happy position of being able to look forward to
finally spending our Love Brum funding, which we
were successful in applying for in 2020, at some point
this year. I am hoping to meet with the allotment group
when I return to Moor Pool after the Whitsun holiday
and discuss how we can make best use of the funds at
our disposal. I know that the generous Love Brum
funding will help us to make this lovely area even
better! The activity within the education allotment
means that any school groups would struggle to find
space within the education allotment, which is why the
progress at the Carless Ecology Centre is such positive
news. It is really exciting to see the frame of the
greenhouse up, and putting raised beds in the outdoor
area will give us more flexibility when bringing groups
around Moor Pool.
Talking of education, I have a few primary school
sessions before the end of term, but am hoping to get
started again properly in the new academic year, and
that also includes beginning the Education Forum
again, after an unplanned hiatus! At the moment I am
liaising with local schools to promote Moor Pool’s
education offer once again, and I am hoping that
September will see an increase with school
participation, both onsite and as outreach. With adult
groups, I have led one online walk with Taz from The

Active Wellbeing Society (TAWS), and we will be
repeating the walk face-to-face on 17th June with more
participants as part of an inclusion initiative which is
being run with TAWS and Sense. I always love sharing
the story of Moor Pool, so if you have any groups who
you think may be interested in a guided tour, please do
get in touch.
I look forward to seeing you all soon!
Rachel
07791751271
education@moorpoolhall.com

Supporting the Trust:
Fund Raising through on-line shopping

easyfundraising
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time
you shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will
donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no
matter what you’re buying. These donations really
help us out, so please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s
easy and FREE! You can get started at https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=en-n2

Amazon
You can no longer raise funds directly through
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where
you can select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the
charity you wish to support. The direct link is
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
If you then log in through smile.amazon.co.uk rather
than amazon.co.uk you will be automatically linked
to the charity you wish to support and 0.5% of any
purchases will be donated to the Trust.
You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising
with other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those
helping to raise funds for the Trust in this way.

Answers to June 2021 Crossword

Across: 1) overseas, 7) trade, 8) tightrope, 9) ill, 10) Doge, 11) dapper, 13) badger, 14) candle, 17) muffin, 18) quit, 20) lie, 22) scavenger, 23) wench,
24) defeated
Down: 1) opted, 2) engaged, 3) site, 4) anorak, 5) fakir, 6) deflate, 7) templar, 12) selfish, 13) billows, 15) drugget, 16) finale, 17) means, 19) tired,
21) hebe

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
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Obituaries
Barbara Walker 1921-2021

Bidding farewell to Maureen Kilby

Barbara Joan Walker was born on 1st June 1921, the daughter
of Edward Thomas Rowley, a policeman, who rose through
the ranks to become the Inspector at Harborne Police Station,
and Winifred Lilian, whom Edward had met when she was
working in a tobacconists in Harborne.

On the 28thh April, 2021. Maureen Kilby passed
away at her home at Number 47, High Brow, aged
91. She had been a Moor Pool resident for 37
years.

In 1940 the family moved from a police house in Station Rd,
where Barbara was born, to High Brow. Barbara went to St
Peter’s School then King’s Norton School and, despite
securing the highest position in all her classes and subjects,
chose to work at Cadbury. In 1940 she joined the WAAF and
was assigned, owing to her clear intelligence, to Radar, a new
technology which helped win the Battle of Britain. Her work
was completely secret; as secret as that which went on at
Bletchley Park. Barbara served at a number of different Radar
installations across the UK, including Scotland and the Isle of
Man, and loved the work and camaraderie. The WAAF and
Radar in particular was her University, giving her a wider
experience of the UK and of people from different
backgrounds.
After the war, at a local police dance, she met Eric Walker,
also the son of a policeman. They married in 1947 at
St George’s Church, Edgbaston and moved into Margaret
Grove. In 1955 they moved to 72, Carless Avenue where they
had four sons.
Barbara was a passionate tennis fan and player and became a
popular personality at Moorpool Tennis Club. Her sons have
happy memories of playing tennis at the club, where they
played several times a week for many years. Barbara was
Ladies Singles Champion in 1964, and her name also features
as winner of many of the Doubles competitions.
Barbara took a woodworking course at the local craft centre
and ended up building, from scratch, a built-in wardrobe and a
kitchen bar. She discovered golf and, along with her husband,
joined Moseley Golf Club and later Harborne playing regular
competitive and friendly rounds there until well into her 90s,
eventually becoming an honorary member of Harborne GC.
Sadly in 1994 Eric died at the age of 71. Barbara continued to
play golf at Harborne and also took up bowls at Moorpool
Bowling Club. She enjoyed the shows at Moorpool Hall and
became a Patron of Moorpool Players.
She had the confidence, drive and enthusiasm to visit one of
her old wartime friends and his family from the USA on her
own in her late 70s and joined the RADAR reunion group,
making new friends, with the common thread that they had all
been part of during the war.

Maureen was born in Ireland and grew up in
London in the 1930s. During the war years, she
was evacuated to Maidenhead with other London
school children, but she ran away several times
and made her way back home as she missed her
father. In her late teens, she moved to
Birmingham, with her brother, and worked for
many years in the Cadbury factory in Bourneville.
She married in the early 1950s and had three
children: One son and two daughters (twins). Later
in life, she and her husband moved to Moor Pool
and, sadly, her husband passed away on the 16th
November, 1985, the year after this move.
Maureen stayed on at Number 47, High Brow and
built long-lasting friendships with neighbours and
Moor Pool residents.
Maureen was a gentle and good-humoured woman.
She was also a much-loved mother and grandmother. Her family is now dispersed across the UK
and across continents: Her daughters, and one
granddaughter, live down on the south coast of
England, her son is based in Kenya, one grandson
lives in Margaret Grove, in Moor Pool, another
grandson lives in London and others live in Kenya
and in the United States.
Maureen was a regular visitor to the Birmingham
Botanical Gardens and she was a keen member of
their gardening club for many years. She
particularly appreciated the green and leafy
environment of Moor Pool.
She had challenging health problems for the last
few years of her life but was determined to stay at
home. She showed immense courage and dignity
and was a model to us all. She will be greatly
missed by her neighbours on High Brow.
Marilyn Martin-Jones

Barbara lived a full, wonderful life, just 3 months shy of 100
years, keeping active mentally and physically for most of
those years and her children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren are blessed to have spent time with her. We
should, of course, mourn her passing, but celebrate and take
solace in a life well lived.
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James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
Contact lens specialist

0121 448 6606

Dry eye clinics

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com

Spectacle re-glazing service

26 The Circle,

NHS Patients also welcome

Harborne,

in a ‘no pressure’ environment

Birmingham B17 9DY

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE
MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS


Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows



Gutters cleaned



UPVC cleaned



Conservatory roofs



Patios, driveways and decking cleaned



Fully insured

Contact details:
Steve Brain
9 West Pathway
Harborne
Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696
email: stephen.brain63@sky.com
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June

1

2

3

4

5

C R O S S W O R D
by

Across

6

7

Artemonas

8
9

1

Reportedly supervises abroad 8)

7

Deal in extra departments (5)

8

Drunk about to take in work for balancing act (8)

9

Sick state (3)

10

11
12

13

14

10 Eastern deity makes a comeback as Italian ruler (4)

15

16

11 Smart Daniel's first paper round (6)
17

13 Hound a nocturnal animal (6)
14 A wicked form of light (6)

18

20

17 Hand warmer in place of mule (6)

19

21
22

18 Leave almost in silence (4)
23

20 The rest is not true (3)
22 Verges can provide for forager (9)

24

23 Young girl takes back new child (5)
24 Beaten buy turn of fate, indeed (8)

Down
1

Chose a different depot (5)

2

Busy cooking an eg for the editor (7)

3

Place it in Kent perhaps (4)

4

Coat from a swagman or a kangaroo (6)

5

Holy man is just round the King's head (5)

6

Let down, even in the river? (7)

7

Trample over the crusader (7)

Sudoku

12 Egotistical where flesh is concerned (7)
13 Is unwell in front of the ship. It's the wave
that does it (7)
15 Dust first the rug and get new floor
covering (7)
16 End French beer. It's a show stopper (6)
17 Intends to give me half an answer (5)
19 Tried to reform but was too exhausted (5)
21 Mrs Hercules last in the beer garden (4)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.
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electronic transfer:

duck@moorpool.com

