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Issue 123

rom the Chair

In this issue:

I continue my daily wanderings around the
Estate and further abroad, and although the
number of walkers has declined since the early days of the
pandemic it’s good still to see the same friendly faces of
the ‘all-weather’ diehards. November can be a cheerless
month and often a nod is all that is needed to acknowledge
the shared pleasure of being out and about.
I’ve written before about the large number of cats who
visit my garden but I’m wondering if they have gone out
of fashion. There are now just two. One is a curiously low
-slung animal with a variegated grey coat, who spends
much of his time hiding beneath the bird feeders. He is
discouraged from this activity. The other, possibly of
Scottish descent, is ginger and white and is called Angus.
Angus is an occasional visitor and is of that breed of cat
who appears fearlessly to have all the time in the world, as
he wanders nonchalantly around. Basil the fox I can
report, remains fit and well.
On a formal note, I give notice that the Annual General
meeting of the Moor Pool Residents Association will be
held on Saturday January 28th, immediately after the
coffee morning. Details of other events, including those
around Christmas time can be found under ‘Forthcoming
Events’. There has been a welcomed increase in
membership in recent months and we are hoping to tidy
up our system for the payment of subscriptions. Some are
paid by cash and others by standing order; all become due
at different times of the year. We will therefore be asking
for all subscriptions to be paid at the beginning of
January, starting next year. We’ll be in touch about the
process.
Subscriptions are used for a variety of purposes including
a contribution towards the printing of The Duck.
Additionally, as promised, we are placing an order for a
new bench to be situated near to the willow tree at the end
of Margaret Grove. This will be in place next spring.
The Macmillan coffee morning was a great success and
raised £250. Coffee mornings are held on the last
Saturday of every month, except December, and are open
to all residents and anyone who happens to be
passing by. A warm welcome, a friendly chat
and tea/coffee/cake is guaranteed. Another
opportunity to sit in comfort and keep warm
will be on Sunday 18th December at 4pm.
Carols will be sung, and mulled wine and mince
pies will be served.
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A reminder now about skips, lorries and grass verges.
Please ensure that skips are placed on the road and that the
provider has obtained a licence from the City Council.
Sadly, there’s already evidence of damage to grass verges
that has been caused by Contractors’ lorries carrying out
property alterations. Please do everything you can to
prevent this happening.
Looking ahead, I understand that plans are afoot to
introduce traffic calming measures on Ravenhurst Road.
The Better Streets Campaign is in discussion with
Birmingham Highways Department, who will shortly be
mounting a consultation exercise in order to obtain local
opinion.
Looking back, I enjoyed the recent Moor Pool quiz as a
member of the CarLOSS Avenue team. As usual we
managed to ensure that we finished the evening with more
or less the same amount with which we started. One or
two teams failed however to take heed of recent national
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Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

Coffee Mornings
(except December)

Last Saturday of the month,
10:30-12:00

Santa’s Sleigh

Saturday, December 10th

Santa’s Grotto

Sunday, December 11th

Carol Walk

Sunday, December 18th

Residents’ Association AGM

Saturday, January 28th 2023

Closing Date

Publication Date

28th January 2023

February 2023

25th March 2023

April 2023

27th May 2023

June 2023

29th July 2023

August 2023

30th September 2023

October 2023

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com before the closing date.

The Trust have launched a crowd-funding
campaign to raise funds for a disabled toilet at
the Carless Eco-Centre.

(Continued from page 1)

www.spacehive.com/disabled-toilets-at-our-eco-centre

financial problems, made ‘a heap of all their winnings,
and risked it all on one turn of pitch and toss’. Thanks as
ever to Margaret and her friends and family, for putting it
all together.

Full details on page 7.

Don’t Get in a Flap!

Almost finally, our very best wishes for a speedy
recovery, after a recent spell in hospital, are sent to Sal
Bourner, my brilliant predecessor in this chair.

If your Duck does not arrive, gets
eaten by the dog, you want an extra
copy or live off the estate, then the
current issue can be downloaded
from www.duck.moorpool.com.
Past issues are also available from
www.moorpool.com.

Finally, on behalf of the Residents Association
Committee, I extend my best wishes to everyone for a
Christmas as you would want it to be, and for an even
more positive New Year.
John Healey
Chair Moor Pool Residents Association
0121 426 2134. johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk

Fruit flies were the first animals to be sent into space.
The word ‘gasoline’ doesn't come from ‘gas’. It comes
from Cazeline – after John Cassell, founder of the
publisher Cassell & Co., who was the first to sell it
commercially.

The Macmillan Coffee Morning raised £250
A big thank you to
everyone, particularly
those who helped in any
way - serving, washing up,
making cakes etc.

Drinking tea could be associated with a lower risk of
mortality, a study has found. Researchers from the
National Institutes of Health found that compared with
those who do not drink tea, people who consumed two or
more cups each day had between a 9% and 13% lower risk
of death. Last year it was reported that drinking coffee or
tea may be linked with a lower risk of stroke and
dementia, according to the largest study of its kind.
John Major was the first of the Queen's prime ministers to
be younger than her.

Are you a member of the
Moor Pool Heritage Trust?
Moor Pool Residents’
Association Subscriptions
If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box.
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for
the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the
Easter and Christmas activities.

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute
to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the
estate for over three years you can download further
details and a joining form from:
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf

MOORPOOL NEWS & WINE

If you have not done so already, please consider joining.
There’s a form on the back page with details.
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Please support your local shop
duck@moorpool.com

Darker nights: Protect your home and vehicles against
opportunist thieves by remembering to ‘lock up, lights on,
keys safe’. To avoid bogus officials or door hawkers,
remember to ‘stop and look, chain, check’. Check out this
useful police advice to help keep you safe from burglary,
robbery and theft: https://www.west-midlands.police.uk/
campaigns/darker-nights/burglary

Happy Christmas from your
volunteers at StreetWatch!
With the increase in financial
pressure at the moment, here’s
some key advice from Action
Fraud and the National Cyber
Security Centre on how to stay
protected during the Christmas
shopping period:-

To report suspicious behaviour
Call police on 101

 Protect your accounts: set up 2-step verification and

use three random words passwords to prevent cyber
criminals from accessing your shopping, bank or
email accounts.
 Check before you buy: Research online retailers if

If you’ve received an email you’re not sure about, forward
it to the Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) at
report@phishing.gov.uk
If you’ve received a suspicious text message, forward it to
7726 (free of charge).

you haven’t bought from them before to check
they’re legitimate. Read feedback from people or
consumer websites you trust.

If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, contact your
bank immediately and report it to Action Fraud online at
www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 123 2040.

 Pay securely: Use a credit card for online shopping.

More information can be found here: www.ncsc.gov.uk/
guidance/shopping-online-securely

Most major credit card providers protect online
purchases and are obliged to refund you in certain
circumstances. If your payment details are stolen,
using a credit card (rather than a debit card) also
means your main bank account won’t be directly
affected. Consider a payment platform such as PayPal,
Google or Apple Pay, and whenever you pay, look for
the closed padlock in the web address bar – it means
your connection is secure.
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Stay safe folks and have a very merry Christmas!
According to the UN, the estimated global population
reached eight billion last week and each day McDonald’s
feeds almost 1% of the entire world’s population. That’s
80 million every day, more than the entire population of
the United Kingdom.

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Club & Society News
Moor Pool Wildlife Group

Circle Cinema

At this time of year our thoughts are
turning to Christmas, and this year, how
to keep the heating on and the fridge
filled. We bring evergreen foliage in from
the garden to decorate our homes and we
close the curtains on bare trees and
decaying leaves and the weather outside.

At the time of writing we are
preparing for our charity
screening of Fisherman’s
Friends in support of The
Trussell Trust. We are grateful
to Moor Pool Heritage Trust for
waiving the hall rental for the
event enabling us to increase the donation accordingly.
This issue of the Duck will hit your doorsteps before we
know numbers and the amount raised. I will report in the
next issue and through our mailing list.

But, in changing our focus to indoors, we can easily miss
what’s going on in the wild world. Animals, birds, insects,
plants and all sorts of microorganisms are still out there
and using different strategies for survival. Some overwinter underground. Others die but leave eggs or seeds for
a new generation next year. They are all part of an
ecosystem that has developed over millions of years and
which has resulted in the air that we breathe, the soil
where plants grow, and the insects and animals that
depend on them.
We too are utterly dependent on that balanced ecosystem
but it is threatened, not just by industrial pollution, war
and climate change but also by what we do in our own
gardens – the chemicals we spray, the exotic plants we
import, the fences and tarmac we replace our green spaces
with.
We are lucky to live on this beautiful, green, Moor Pool
estate with its community spirit and so many good
neighbours. In nature, plants live in communities, too. The
latest thinking in horticulture is around plant ecology and
plant communities. This means growing plants that are
right for local conditions, planting them in groups and
with other plants that like the same conditions. Get this
right and the ecosystem, and therefore we ourselves,
benefit. It’s something we can all act on, right here and
now. We can plant native trees and shrubs like hawthorn,
rowan, crab apple. We can encourage wild flowers by
only mowing the lawn once a month. We can make
compost and stop using chemical pesticides.
Just imagine a Moor Pool community of plants in your
garden, growing together, nurturing and supporting each
other and in turn, nurturing and supporting us.
Cathy Perry, Wildlife Group. cathyperry22@gmail.com

We trialled subtitles at our last film and this seemed to
meet with general approval so we will continue to show
these in future films.
We are also now geared up for the “cashless society” and
can take card payments in addition to coin of the realm.
For those who are members, or wish to join anew, the
annual subscriptions will be due on January 1st. Members
enjoy a discounted ticket price and a chance to vote for
future films.
As always, we will keep everyone updated through our
web site, social media, mailing lists and, of course, this
publication. If you are not already on our mailing list and
would like to be, please contact us through the link below.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club
Harborne Tenants
Snooker Club, one
of Harborne’s best
kept secrets.
Great News, the ’6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP
SERIES 2022/2023’ has started in September, with some
great games already. . Regular friendly Mix-Ins are now a
regular fixture, just turn up and play. Or want to play
Billiards, we have a mix-in for that. Joining couldn’t be
easier.
Membership runs from 1st April 2022 for the 2022-2023
session, so please contact us if you are interested in
joining.

Suella Braverman became the third shortest-serving home
secretary ever in October after The Duke of Wellington,
who served for a month in 1834, and Earl Temple, who left
Pitt the Younger's government after five days in 1783.

Please contact either Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or
Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200.

Boris Johnson earned more than twice his annual salary as
PM from a single 30-minute speech and a “fireside chat”
in the US. Johnson was paid $350,000 (approximately
£316,000) to take part in an insurance industry conference
in Colorado.
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Club & Society News
Moorpool Skittles Club

Moor Pool Reading Group

We continue to play on
Monday evenings from
7.30p.m, though remaining
cautious as we approach
winter and can’t help
wondering how or if Covid
will affect us again - the alley
is small with limited
ventilation and so it seems
sensible to remain aware,
while still meeting, enjoying the company and keeping
our historic alley going. We do now have a tea break to
add to the comfort of the evening though in a slightly
different format to pre-lockdown. We are pleased to have
welcomed some visitors this season, some, we are
delighted to say, have joined our ranks. We would love to
see more visitors so please give us a go! As ever we are
limited by our insurance to over 16yrs only and as a small
membership, there are times when we have to cancel with
short notice; there will also be a break over the festive
season, so it’s advisable to contact before dropping in to
see us. Entrance to the alley is via the Lower Hall and
please note, there are a number of steps to negotiate.

Our last meeting took place on 24th
November, where we discussed ‘The
Giver of Stars’ by ‘JoJo Moyes’. The
story is based on the real-life
Horseback Librarians of Kentucky,
tasked with delivering library books to
families in remote areas of Appalachia
between 1936 and 1943, in fulfilment of a project
instigated by the First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. Strong
bonds and collective friendships emerge as the story notes
the relationships, trials and tribulations, setbacks and
accomplishments of the five main characters.

For more info contact tsuzanne444@gmail.com or
07757967264. Updates on Twitter@MoorpoolSC.

Everyone in the group found something positive in this
book with differing reservations about its style, depth and
handling of the romantic element. The themes of
prejudice, domestic violence and bullying: poverty; the
work of women; women’s social, marital, financial and
intellectual independence, racism and the not always
appreciated role of libraries were noted by most readers
and pointed out as still being relevant today.
Our next book date is on Thursday January 12th between
7.00pm and 8.30pm in Moorpool Lower Hall to include
our AGM. Please contact Gillian Morgan –
gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for further information.
We wish you a Happy Xmas and New Year and look
forward to welcoming any new members in 2023

Trailer - free to a good home
Approx. 4ft by 5ft. Will need new tyres and a bit of TLC,
Otherwise sound. Contact Phil on cefn54@mac.com.
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Nettlefold Notes

Conserving Moor Pool Estate? – Harborne
Hi Residents,
Built heritage is a real passion of mine, this is what
attracted me to the Harborne area.
I moved to Moor Pool estate at the end of April 2022. It
took a while to acclimatise.
I would like to express a personal and frank view as to
the health of the estate through ‘fresh eyes’.
Moor Pool is still a beautiful place, lots of lovely
greenery, trees and hedges. The bowling green and pool
add to this uniqueness. Also to be admired is the
topography. What vision Mr Nettlefold and the planners
had then.
These natural features are mostly respected and
unchangeable, short of pruning.
Moor Pool was built in a modest
‘Arts and Crafts’ style, and to a
degree it emulates the slightly
earlier and grander Bournville
Trust estate. But I am sorry to
say its preservation is not as
good. There appears to be
growing replacement of original
house features such as windows
and moreover doors, especially
ones that retain the original cast
door knockers.

Opening - Winter hours. The garden is now open
weekends only – (with the additions of Bank Holidays and if there is a decent fall of snow!)
During a sunny day in late October one of our volunteers
was doing a little ‘pottering’ in the borders – and
suddenly felt he was not alone. On looking round – there
was Moor Pool fox ‘investigating’. He stayed for about
ten minutes about ten minutes. We have photos to prove
it!
Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for
more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com
_______________________

Moor Pool is another Birmingham conservation area that
can and should be better protected? The added protection
via Article 4 directives is not stemming the above
replacements. However I do acknowledge there have
been better window replacements in recent times by two
local companies and that’s a comfort. I suspect the poorer
window PVC replacements were done pre Article 4? If
not then clearly enforcement is not being carried out.
Glazing bar removal has always struck
me as unnecessary, I have actually just
put some back in my place – see photo
before and after below:

Bumble bees exposed to glyphosate (used in Roundup)
find it more difficult to identify the flowers which have
the nectar they need to survive. As flowers bloom and
fade bees need to find and remember where the new
sources of food are. Research showed that the bees
exposed to glyphosate basically searched randomly and
couldn’t learn and remember which flowers/colours had
food, while those not exposed learned and remembered,
after a series of tests, which flowers to target. (New
Scientist 29th Oct 2022)
The oldest legible alphabetic writing has been found on an
ivory comb found in Israel. It is in Canaanite and about
2700 years old – but could be older. It reads ‘May this
tusk root out the lice of the hair and beard’ (N.S.
19/11/22).
One way to keep warm (!) A bar-tailed godwit clocked up
the longest recorded non-stop (migration) flight yet,
covering 13,360 km in 11 days 1 hour – (‘New Scientist’
19/11/22)

I do understand the increased cost of
good quality replacement windows must
be off putting, but most alternative
replacements in PVC are so poor
aesthetically. They have much more
limited life than they are claimed to
have. The old pine wood being ripped
out is of such quality you cannot find
today. Why are these original window
replacements happening? There are two
obvious factors: maintenance costs and/
or energy saving?

energy saving for thermal curtains for the year saved
£2.50 for each pound spent. Whereas for replacement
windows it was 3 pence per each pound spent....3 pence!

Maintaining wood is a continual process every few years,
but it’s surely cost effective, especially if it maintains
character which now attracts a premium when selling an
old house. The energy saving argument is a contentious
issue. I saw some recent stats that compared replacement
windows with good thermal curtains. It showed that the
The Moor Pool Duck 6

Nettlefold Spooktacular In a very wet month this event
was blessed by no rain (!). 36 pumpkins entered the
competition – thanks to everyone who participated. The
joint winner pumpkin owners were Isla and Sudhakar and
the runners-up (in no particular order) were Charlie
Joshua Louie and Sophie Some 150 people attended.
Witches brew. Lots of costumes. Everyone seemed to
enjoy it. (Next year’s event is being considered!)

Another cost effective energy saving idea is secondary
glazing using acrylic sheet and magnetic strip. This has
become very popular and extremely cost affective – I
include a YouTube link below on how this is done. I hope
the above is seen in a fair light and do not see it as
interfering.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEBbSkjkCik
Best wishes
Colin Troth

www.moorpool.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust
Welcome to the end of another Moor Pool year with the
excitement of our Santa weekend to come over 10-11th
December and many other December festivities. Covid
remains a presence amongst us and difficult to ignore, but
the Omicron variant difficulties of late 2021 and early
2022 seem a long time ago. The buzzing Moor Pool Quiz
and The Gumboots Craft Fair earlier in November show
how we have progressed.
As you will see elsewhere in this edition of the Duck, we
have appointed Justine Marklew as Louise Deakin’s
successor working Wednesdays, Thursday morning and
Fridays. Justine started in early October and her most
recent background has been in leading the Trees for Life
campaign across Birmingham’s communities. Moor Pool
Heritage Trust maintains over 300 trees on its land so this
sounds very interesting!
Justine has started at a fast pace with the October half
term children’s activities up at the Carless Ecology
Centre. We have also been honoured to welcome groups
from Victoria School catering for special needs – the
children and young adults involved have really enjoyed
what the Carless has to offer. We will continue this into
2023. I am sure you will welcome Justine into Moor Pool
life.
On the subject of trees, we have been given a new
blossom tree for planting by the National Trust’s Blossom
Together in Birmingham campaign. We need to find an
exact location for it on our land with the tree due for
delivery in early January for planting on or around 16th
January 2023.
The Hall continues with its very full usage both on
weekdays and weekends. We are not immune from
energy price rises, and this has accelerated our conversion
to LED lighting and the installation of a number of motion
sensitive lights. Zoning of the heating between Main and
Lower Halls should be installed before the New Year with
the ability to control the heating remotely.
Our toilets and disabled access project in the Hall has
been long in the making, straddling the lockdowns and
recovery from Covid. We are now moving ahead with the
disabled ramp with the first stage the arboricultural survey
of the trees on that side of the Hall – a planning condition.
The final two of our 2022 Talks programme were both
very well received. The curator of Stourbridge Glass
Museum showed us through his talk the wealth of
industrial heritage in the region and will certainly merit a
visit. And we then welcomed our very own Lizey
Thompson who gave a fantastic talk on bricks across
Birmingham and the Black Country, with particular focus
on the bricks that made Moor Pool.

I, my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are always
delighted to answer questions or look at suggestions. Do
get in touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com or
07757 790539.
Wishing everyone a very happy and safe Christmas and
New Year. Look out for all the Moor Pool Christmas
Events coming up.
Simon Stirling
Chair
Moor Pool Heritage Trust

Carless Ecology Centre
disabled toilet provision

Since our AGM in May we have opened the Carless
Ecology Centre on the site of the former builders yard. It
has proved very popular with many groups both young
and old. Unfortunately there are no toilet provisions at
present, particularly for our disabled visitors from special
schools, so we can’t develop it to its full potential. To
address this we have launched a crowdfunding campaign
to provide these facilities, the details and link are below:
www.spacehive.com/disabled-toilets-at-our-eco-centre
(or scan the QR code)
First, a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has contributed
so far.
We are also pleased to report that the Council has
assessed our project and are offering to fund 60% of the
cost. We are very grateful for this support which gives us
a great boost towards our target.
The Trust is always looking to support and improve the
many facilities on Moor Pool by obtaining grants and
financial support from many different sources. We are
acutely aware of how many pressures there are at
present so in making this appeal to you we are hoping for
a final push to achieve the target to provide this much
needed facility.
Any money is lodged in a
holding account and only
released to the Trust if the
funding target is reached.
The Trust will also be able
to reclaim the tax element
through Gift Aid if you
choose that option.
Thank you so much

Answers to December Crossword

Down: 1) Razes; 2) Democracy; 3) Martini; 4) Owing; 5) Bran tub; 6) Brought; 7) Outermost; 12) Agamemnon; 13) Mid; 15) Socialism; 17) Governs; 18) Ladette; 20)
Wetland; 22) Ended; 23) Satin

Across: 1) Road; 3) Moo; 5) Bamboo; 8) Zimmer; 9) In and out; 10) Stacking; 11) Tigger; 12) Aquarium; 14) Bistro; 16) Argyll; 19) Downcast; 21) Envied; 22) Extracts;
24) Narrated; 25) Alight; 26) Nestle; 27) Dad; 28) Moon
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Update on Hall Activities

from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager

Moor Pool Hall opening 5th November 1910
A bit of history to start! The last couple of months towards the
end of the year have traditionally been our busiest at the hall,
and it was also this time of year that Moor Pool Hall was
officially opened as the community hall for the Moor Pool
Estate. The officially opening was described in the Birmingham
Gazette on 7th November 1910. On 5th November 1910
Harborne Tenants Ltd invited Lord Mayor Alderman W. H.
Bowater to formally open the hall - he was presented with a
silver key by founder John Sutton Nettlefold to open the
building with. The Lord Mayor said ‘he had great pleasure in
declaring the hall open and trusted that people of the Estate
would take full advantage of its benefits.’ After a speech
visitors inspected the Moor Pool Estate which at the time had
around 300 houses built already, with the remaining houses
built over the next 2 years. The visitors then returned to the hall
for tea and ‘During the afternoon the Birmingham Police Band
played a selection in the grassy hollow known as the Circle. A
bonfire and fireworks display took place in the evening.’
In the early years at Moor Pool Hall, events included dances,
lectures, concerts, and regular clubs such and the gymnastics
club and Moor Pool’s very own Skittle Club that continues
today.
Today Moor Pool Hall continues to be at the heart of the
community with something for everyone.
Events at Moor Pool
As we approach the festive season we have welcomed the return
of the Gumboots Christmas Craft Fair which was very well
attended and by the time you read this you we will have had the
Turkey & Tinsel Christmas Lunch event in the hall!
Since the last Duck we have also welcomed Traintime stay and
play sessions in the Main Hall for little ones who love trains and
2 more coming up over the next few months on Saturday 8th
January and Sunday 5th March 10.30-11.30 (can be booked at
www.traintimeuk.co.uk)
As we head into December here are the upcoming festive
Christmas events for all ages to enjoy:
Moor Pool Christmas!
Saturday 10th December from 16.00 Santa’s Sleigh: The
white bearded chap will be back this year, firstly touring Moor
Pool on his sleigh with his elves starting at the hall at 16.00 and
making their way round the Estate! Keep an eye out on social
media for updates detailing the route.
Sunday 11th December 11am - 1pm Santa’s Grotto: The
following day Santa will be in his Grotto at Moor Pool Hall timed tickets can be purchased on the day in the Main Hall
where there will also be crafts and festive fun for all. £3 per
ticket includes a gift from Santa.
ALSO – ELVES REQUIRED – CAN YOU HELP SANTA?
Santa needs more elves for his Grotto and Sleigh! No previous
experience or qualifications, just enthusiasm and belief in your
elf! Full Elf & Safety training and bells provided. If all elf fails
please let us know if you would like to help out in the tea room
or crafts at the Grotto.
Other Christmas Events at Moor Pool Hall: you can also
look forward to Harborne Handmade Fair on Sunday 4th
December 10am-4pm with local crafts and makers.
Saturday 10th December SimpleFoliage are delivering a
seasonal Wreath Making Workshop 2-4pm in the Lower Hall
(please contact Paula on 07796252129 to book tickets.)
The Moor Pool Duck 8

Sunday 18th December: Carol Walk 4pm Come and join us
for a rousing hour of Christmas carols around Moor Pool
starting off at the Main Hall at 4pm. All welcome - it's a great
opportunity to catch up with friends and neighbours
Below is a reminder of the regular weekly activities that take
place at the hall.
ADULT CLASSES:
Pilates: (Monday 13.30 & Wednesday 15.30) contact Nicola
www.nt-pt.co.uk 07935927685
Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact Jen on
07486 511146
Rifle Club (Monday and Wednesday evening)
Yoga: (Monday 19.30) Contact Amy on 07554 654 007
www.myyoga.tips
Harborne Village Women’s Institute: (2nd Tuesday of the
month)
Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal fitness
(Wednesday) Contact Kerry www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk
(off in August)
Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954
abi@yogahart.co.uk
Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30) over 50’s dance contact Faye
www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact Shirley
07530244417 (Term-time only)
Capoeira (Saturday 10am) Brazilian dance contact Mathew
at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk
CHILDREN’S CLASSES:
Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing (Monday &
Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south
lucy@bilinguasing.com 07539863024 (Term-time only)
Little Kickers: Football for under 7 years olds. Toddler sessions
(Tuesday am) Pre-school and after-school sessions (Tuesday
pm) Call 07545236917 email: westmidlands@littlekickers.co.uk
Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
(term-time only)
One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school ) 5-14 year
old performing arts please email hello@onedaytheatre.org or
call 07792811562 (Term-time only)
Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk (Termtime only)
Rhythm-Time (Friday: Music classes for babies to preschoolers 0121 447 7632 www.rhythmtime.net (Term time
only)
Mezzo Dance: commercial and ballet classes for children and
young adults. (Friday after school) https://
www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/ (off in August)
Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday 10.0011.30) drop in £3.00
Thank you to everyone who has supported us and attended
events this last year and thank you to those who have hired and
used the hall. A huge thank you all our volunteers for their
support throughout the year. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas
and the very best for 2023.
Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk
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History Corner
The Christmas Tree
Prince Albert is usually credited with having introduced
the Christmas tree into England in 1840. However it was
actually ‘good Queen Charlotte’, the German wife of
George III, who set up the first known tree at Queen’s
Lodge, Windsor, in December 1800.
Christmas trees became very popular with the upper
classes, especially for children’s gatherings. Any handy
evergreen tree might be uprooted for the purpose and they
were usually candle-lit, decorated with trinkets and
surrounded by piles of presents.
A few years later, when periodicals such as the Illustrated
London News, Cassell’s Magazine and The Graphic
began to depict and describe the royal Christmas trees
every year, the custom of setting up such trees in homes
really caught on amongst the general public.
By 1860, Christmas trees were very popular with the
middle classes. They would have had a Christmas tree in
their parlour or hall, covered with candles, sweets, fruit,
homemade decorations and small gifts.

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594
or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com

The first artificial Christmas trees were
developed in Germany during the 19th
century using goose feathers dyed green.
After Woolworths started selling some
of the first artificial trees in the 1920s,
the Addis Housewares Company in
1930 created a Christmas tree made
from brush bristles using the same
machinery it employed to manufacture
toilet brushes.

Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.

Charles Hanson (TV) “We occasionally uncover this (the)
Woolworths classic. In 2017, we sold a Woolies 1930s
vintage Christmas tree to the American Christmas Tree
Association for £420….”
So beware what you skip.
Moor Pool History & Preservation Society
www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk
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Education Update

from Justine Marklew, Education, Engagement and Outdoors Officer

Hello everyone, I would like to introduce myself. My
name is Justine Marklew and I am the new Education,
Engagement and Outdoors Officer at Moor Pool Hall. I'd
like to extend the warmest thank you as I have been made
to feel very welcome by the trustees and volunteers and by
Barbara, who has been so supportive, welcoming,
informative - and patient!
I started the role at the beginning of October and it is a
fantastic job. I feel very privileged to have been given this
opportunity. I come from an environmental and a
journalistic background having worked for a community
tree planting project called Birmingham Trees for Life in
Birmingham for three years undertaking the
communications and liaison role, working with 1500
children and 300 adult volunteers. Before that I worked as
a journalist for national and international print media.
After planting 100,000 trees with BTfL the project came to
an end and here I am! Hopefully I will get to know you all
over the next few months, I'm looking forward to meeting
and hopefully working on some exciting projects with you.
In October we organised two days of Halloween Craft at
the Carless Eco Centre. We had 58 people attend, our
youngest crafter was eight-months-old and our eldest
crafter was 77. We had three New Gen volunteers working
with us, Zoya, as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Awards
Scheme and Ruby and Sofia, all fantastic volunteers, who
brought, creativity, art skills, hard work, enthusiasm, lots
of energy and big smiles to the Halloween craft
workshops. It was very well received and the children and
adults did some super crazy crafting. We will be doing
some Christmas crafting at the grotto on 11th December
between 11-1pm while the children come to visit Father
Christmas so please come and visit the Grotto at Moor
Pool Hall and enjoy the festivities with us.
Victoria School and Specialist Art College have joined us
at the Carless Eco Centre for bi- weekly gardening and
wellbeing sessions over the last eight weeks. Here students
and staff have harvested leeks, spring onions and herbs.
They have cleared the raised beds of the last remaining
sunflowers, taking them back to school with them to enjoy
their last blooms. We also collected seeds from our
sunflowers and poppies to plant next year. They have
planted spring bulbs and the students have enjoyed making
bird feeders from the cardboard inside of toilet rolls,
string, lard and bird feed and pine cones. So easy to do, so
much messy fun and you can watch all the birds in your
garden enjoying their lovely winter food, you could always
use peanut butter instead of lard. We have also planted lots
of garlic and are planning to plant a wide variety of
flowers, fruit and vegetables next year. Thank you to the
committee for donating loo roll holders, bird food and egg
cartons.
We made use of leftover pumpkins by doing some
pumpkin bashing. All the staff said it was therapeutic, not

to mention messy as we all got covered in pumpkin mush,
the students thought it was great fun! We then threw the
remains of the pumpkins in the composter, which is
coming in nicely as well as making a separate leaf
composter so we will have some great organic matter to
throw on our fruit, veg and flower beds next year.
During our last session before Christmas with Victoria
School we will be planting onions, more spring bulbs, we
will have a last tidy up of the raised beds and we will
make fruit kebabs for our friendly neighbourhood
wildlife. We will also be decorating a Christmas tree.
Victoria School will be coming back to join us after the
February half-term until the Easter Holidays to enjoy
more, growing, greening and wellbeing.
A big thank you to all committee members who have
helped and continue to help with these sessions, last but
not least Maisy, Henry and Bella our furry-four-legged
trustees, who love investigating the eco centre, by
snoozing in the last rays of sunshine, guarding the biscuit
tin, collecting and tidying the random tennis balls we find
in the eco centre every week and supervising us humans!
I am looking towards the history and heritage talks from
the spring onwards and have arranged talks with John
Gale, the Birmingham Civic Society's iconic blue plaque
designer, as well as a member of the team at Wythall
Transport Museum, watch this space for more bookings.
Our final heritage talk of the year by Lizey Thompson
about the brick building industry in the Black Country and
the bricks that were supplied to the Moor Pool Estate was
a huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by the audience.
I am looking for guest instagrammers to run our Instagram
platform for one week as we believe that different
perspectives and ideas fuel creativity and community, so
if you would like to be a Moor Pool Heritage Trust guest
instagrammers, please email me at
education@moorpoolhall.com, it will be great to hear
from you. If you like the idea of volunteering with us
remember
V - Versatility, O - Opens your mind, L - Learn new
skills , U - Understanding, N - New sense of purpose, T Team work, E –Empowerment, E - Emotional wellbeing,
R - Raising awareness.
Please email me to express your interest in volunteering
with us.
If you are a teacher and you would like your students to
experience the MPHT educational programmes, log on to
moorpoolhall.org.uk to browse the programme and join us
for a fun and exciting adventure here at MPHT, we can
guarantee, everyone leaves with a smile always wants to
return. Here's to a great Christmas, a brilliant 2023 and
lots of great activities and opportunities for the year
ahead!

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
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James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
0121 448 6606

Contact lens specialist

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Dry eye clinics
Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com
26 The Circle,

Spectacle re-glazing service

Harborne,
Birmingham B17 9DY
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December

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

C R O S SWO R D
by

8

Artemonas

Across:

9

10

1) Do a right turn here (4)

11

3) Low back in the room (3)
12

5) Graduate doctor ducks plant (6)

13

14

19

20

15

8) Dylan’s start is useful for walking (6)
9) Can’t settle, like a cuckoo clock (2,3,3)

16

17

18

10) Sick gnat piling up (8)
11) Get rig round Pooh’s friend (6)

21

12) I’m together with water and drink for the fish (8)

22

23

14) Maybe rob its restaurant (6)
24

16) Reported to be Plymouth’s knitting pattern (6)

25

19) Wants doc to come as feeling low (8)
21) A French road in the end went green (6)

26

27

28

22) Parts of old polemics? (8)
24) Read rant out loud? (8)

18) Let date go out with this tomboy (7)

25) Get off the train with a lamp (6)

20) Lad went round the marshy area (7)

26) Snuggle up to the chocolate maker (6)

22) Hung, missing first three, and finished (5)

27) Does Andrew drown the first parent? (3)

23) Is a tiny bit of rich cloth (5)

28) Satellite with a bare bottom? (4)

Down:
1) Clears away completely most of the fads (5)

Sudoku

2) Darcy, come round to political system (9)
3) He and I have a drink (7)
4) In debt, but could go and win (5)
5) Could burn bat in lucky dip (4,3)
6) Old railway company should have carried (7)
7) Ute motors to the very edge (9)
12) Mong – a name for a mythical Greek King (9)
13) Stupid round the centre (3)
15) Party for example is Marx’s creed (9)
17) Tory MP leads the navy South and rules (7)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.
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electronic transfer:
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