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Whatõs On? 

CIRCLE  CINEMA  will be showing the British classic, 

The Third Man (PG) on Sunday, June 10th. 

Doors open 6:15pm for 7:15pm screening. 

HISTORY  TALK  on June 26th - ñCarless Avenue; the 

story behind the roadò from 6:30pm. 

F 
rom the Chair 

Geese, ducks, batsé.looking out of our windows 

at the moment almost feels like a Beatrix Potter 

book in the writing! But no, it is simply life on Moor Pool 

as Spring turns into Summer. The flora and fauna of the 

estate seem to get better every year.  Huge thanks as 

always to our loyal volunteers who ensure our estate and 

its green environment continue to provide a vital habitat 

for wildlife and plant life.   

Many of you who attended the successful Moor Pool in 

Bloom Plant Sale this month will have benefited from the 

hard work of some of these volunteers.  Thanks to all 

involved, especially those who have lovingly cultivated 

the plants through a fairly unpredictable spring weather 

pattern ï a bloominô great event I reckon! 

Talking of events, May has been a busy one, with the 

Nettlefold Garden hosting the informal post-Royal 

Wedding Picnic.  It was so lovely to see so many families 

enjoying the new green space ï just what our founder, 

John Sutton Nettlefold, envisaged for the green spaces 

over 100 years ago. Family and community ï a right royal 

marriage. 

Now, a couple of important things coming up:  

1. 20 Pees Campaign 

My better half will have my guts for garters if I 

donôt ask you to once again, start saving your 

20pôséé. 

Flush with success from our Kitchen refurb, the 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust trustees have been 

reviewing priorities for future work around the estate.  

Feedback from residents and visitors alike has been clear 

ï you are in-cisterning that we take a look at our toilets! It 

seems our toilet facilities are going down the pan ï in fact 

they are not even up to bog-standard, and we donôt want 

to loo-s customers because of this. So, MPHT (with the 

backing of MRA) are planning to refurbish the toilets and 

potentially the lobby area in the Main Hall.  This will 

include installation of a much-needed wheelchair 

accessible toilet.  Therefore, this yearôs 20pôs campaign 

will start the major fundraising campaign to fund the toilet 

refurbishment.  Please, if you think you might need to 

spend a penny at the Hall in the future ï save your 20 pees 

now and then bring them to Heritage Open Day on 

September 9th 2018.  We will be doing something 

different this year instead of laying them round the 

circle ï think ñtiddlywinks with a loo twistò. Go oné

you know you want to take part! 

2. Community Clear Up Day 15th July 

Finally, we are planning a bit of a Community Clear 

Up Day on 15th July (1200-1600hrs).  This is to get 

the Hall and surrounding area into great shape for the 

Heritage Open Day festival in September.  If you can 

spare an hour or two to help clean out some of the 

cupboards in the hall, weed some of the areas around 

the Circle etc ï we would love to hear from you. We 

have an amazing team of loyal magic elves who make a 

lot of the Moor Pool events happen ï but occasionally 

they get a bit tired and could do with some extra pairs 

of hands to help out.  If you like to help, have fun, and 

meet some of your community, contact Barbara 

Nomikos our Hall Manager (email 

manager@moorpoohall.com or Tel: 0121 426 2908) or 

turn up on the day at Moor Pool Hall. 

Thanks and best wishes, as always 

Sal 

Sally Bourner, Chair of Moor Pool Residentsô Association 
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Sunday 10th June 

7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm) 

The Third Man (PG)    

The Great Britis
h Classic 

presents... 

{ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǎƻ 
ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŬƭƳΦ 
.Φ¸ΦhΦ5Φ 

bƻƴ-ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ϻр όϻн ǳƴŘŜǊ мсύΦ aŜƳōŜǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ϻнΦ 
¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǝŎƪŜǘǎϪŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪΣ 
ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ όǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅύΦ 

{ŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 

ƛƴŦƻϪŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

ǿǿǿΦŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

нуǘƘ Wǳƭȅ нлму !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлму 

нфǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлму hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлму 

нпǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлму 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму 

нсǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмф CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмф 

ноǊŘ aŀǊŎƘ нлмф !ǇǊƛƭ нлмф 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƭŜǧŜǊǎΣ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ŎƻǇȅ 
ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘǳŎƪϪƳƻƻǊǇƻƻƭΦŎƻƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜΦ 

Forthcoming Events 

/ƻũŜŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ [ŀǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ 
[ƻǿŜǊ IŀƭƭΣ млΥол-мнΥлл 

/ƛǊŎƭŜ /ƛƴŜƳŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ млǘƘ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ нсǘƘ 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ рǘƘ 

/ƭŜŀǊ ¦Ǉ 5ŀȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мрǘƘ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ тǘƘ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜ /ƛƴŜƳŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нƴŘ 

IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ муǘƘ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜ /ƛƴŜƳŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нмǎǘ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ сǘƘ 

/ƛǊŎƭŜ /ƛƴŜƳŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нƴŘ 

{ŀƴǘŀΩǎ DǊƻǧƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘ 

/ŀǊƻƭ ²ŀƭƪ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мсǘƘ 

P̙̈̒̐̎̕ ̗̈̊̌̚̚ are available 

on Winterbourne Lane. For further 

details, please contact the Hall 

Manager on  0121-426 2908 or e-mail 

manager@moorpoolhall.com. 

Pat Hands 1931-2018 

tŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻƴ ннκмнκмфом ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
ƘŜǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜŘΦ Lƴ мфрфΣ ŀƊŜǊ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ 
!ǊǘƘǳǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƅŀǘǎ ƻƴ wŀǾŜƴƘǳǊǎǘ wƻŀŘ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ aƻƻǊǇƻƻƭΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ с ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘ DŀǘŜΣ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ рм ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

L ƪƴŜǿ tŀǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ну ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘ DŀǘŜ ƛƴ мффлΦ tŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŀǊΣ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ - 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻ ŎƘŀǧȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŬŜƭŘΦ 
{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎƻŜǊΣ ŀ ƪŜŜƴ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŜƛƎƘǘ ²ŀǘŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ {ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iŀƭƭ 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƘǳũŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ 
ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛȊ ƴƛƎƘǘΗ 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ улǎΣ ǎƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƪƴƻǿΣ ƘŜǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƭƛǘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŬǊŜƳŀƴ ƛƴ 
ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΗ 

tŀǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǘ ²Ŝǎǘ IŜŀǘƘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻƴ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ aŀȅ ммǘƘΦ 

{ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ 
wƻō ŀƴŘ {ŀƴŘǊŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘŜǊΦ 

aŀǊƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ aƻǊǎŜ 

Joan McManus  

Wƻŀƴ aŎaŀƴǳǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ƻŦ нр /ŀǊƭŜǎǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 
ŀǿŀȅ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ нрǘƘ aŀȅ ŀƎŜŘ уфΦ 

{ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ aƛŎƪ 
όǿƘƻ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ нлллύ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ол 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǾŜǊȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǝƳŜΦ  LƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ bŜǿ 
IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ у ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ  

tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻǳōǘƭŜǎǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ Wƻŀƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ¢ƛōŜǘŀƴ 
ǎǇŀƴƛŜƭǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŀƴŘ {ƳŀǊǘȅ tŀƴǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ 
ŘŀƛƭȅΦ  {ƳŀǊǘȅ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƎŜŘ муΗ 
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Top Ten Tips ōȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ƭŜƛƎƘǘ  

Lynnõs 

Childminding 

Services 

¶ hC{¢95 ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ  

¶ wŀǾŜƴƘǳǊǎǘ wƻŀŘ .ŀǎŜŘ 

¶ мрҌ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

¶ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ !ƊŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ŀǊŜ 

¶ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŀǊōƻǊƴŜ 
tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

¶ CǊŜǎƘƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ 
ƳŜŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

¶ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƘƻŎ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

¶ CƛǊǎǘ !ƛŘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ 

¶ /ƘƛƭŘ /ŀǊŜ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 

For further information, please call 
07930 309957 or e-mail 

lynn-fletcher@hotmail.com 

As part of the history talks, David Sleight delivered an 

excellent talk on Maintaining Britainôs historic 

buildings, ranging from Grade I listed castles to smaller 

domestic buildings like those on the Moor Pool Estate. 

Here are Davidôs TOP TEN tips to think about when 

looking after your house. 

1. Use compatible materials when carrying out 

repairs.  Traditionally buildings need to 

breathe, they perform differently to modern 

buildings and need to be treated differently. For 

instance modern cement mortars will be too 

hard and impervious for use with the majority 

of history brickwork and plasterwork or 

external rendering. Their use can trap moisture 

and lead to long term expensive problems.  

2. Make sure your building is dry. Visually check 

roofs to check if roof tiles havenôt slipped or 

are not broken or missing or lead flashing are 

not loose.   If in doubt seek advice. 

3. Check inside roof spaces for water ingress and 

damp patches, turn the loft light off for a time, 

that way you will see any chink of light that 

might be a potential cracked slate or slipped 

lead flashing. 

4. Clean gutters regularly and check drains 

periodically. Inspect them in the Autumn after 

all the leaves have fallen and again in the 

spring. Check gutters when itôs raining when 

you will see problems, not on dry day. 

5. Keep timberwork, doors and windows regularly 

maintained and painted. Open windows from 

time to time to check for any rot, when possible 

leave windows open this will allow them to dry 

out and reduce condensation. 

6. Be wary of contractors selling injected damp 

proof courses, (they are salesmen!). If your 

house is traditionally built and has survived 

this long without one then chances are it 

doesnôt need one, or it has already got one. 

Small areas of damp might be due to a cracked 

drain pipe or bushes etc leaning against an 

external wall. Sometimes condensation can be 

mistaken for damp. 

7. Consider drawing up a regular maintenance 

plan for a building; think what the plan needs 

to consider and how often it needs to be 

supported by maintenance inspections. This 

could prevent a small job turning into a larger, 

more expensive job! 

8. When choosing professionals to help you plan 

and carry out work to an old building, you need 

to choose someone who has the appropriate 

experience. Consider using a surveyor or 

architect with experience in working with 

historic fabric.  

9. When considering crafts people use competent 

people who have a history of working with 

traditional materials, ask for references, the 

cheapest quote might mean you get an inferior 

job.  Ask to see examples of previous contracts. 

Ask to see test panels of repointing work so 

youôre happy at the start of the job, not 

disappointed at the end. The Society for 

Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) hold a 

register of competent professional.  

10. If you live in a Listed building or one that is in a 

Conservation Area you could need permission from 

the council to carry out some work, itôs always 

better to talk to the Conservation Officer before 

considering any project. Your property is only part 

of a larger community. If you are surrounded by 

other listed buildings, your scope for manoeuvre 

will be correspondingly limited.  
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Circle Cycling 

Summer is here and the 

Circle Cycling Club 

have been out and 

about.  We ride out on 

most weekends.  You 

do not need to have 

your own bike, we have a selection of new loan bikes 

and helmets for these sessions.  

Please call: Peter Stroud on 0776 340 7810 for more 

information.  One-to-one introductory lessons are 

available if you feel you need to have a trial on a bike 

first.  

Or if you are an experienced cyclist join Pete on his 

longer distance cycling trips at the weekend.  

____________________________________________ 

Moor Pool Skittles Club 

We are so fortunate to have this 

amazing alley, tucked away 

behind the lower hall. If youôve 

not found us yet - do please 

come and join us and have a go 

at a game from a by-gone age. 

The most ótechnologyô we have 

is the ball return ramp which if 

youôre lucky rolls the balls back 

to the start! There are two playing surfaces ï one flat, 

the other crowned; we donôt have side bumpers or 

automatic stacking for the pins, so you get a bit of 

exercise too! We would be very happy to welcome 

visitors or new members; all abilities can play but over 

16yrs only. While there is an element of competition 

we mostly have a good time with lots of laughs. The 

Summer season is well under way with ladies and gents 

playing on Monday evenings from 7.30p.m. We do 

play an occasional Wednesday evening during the 

summer, please contact Tina on 

tszuanne444@gmail.com if interested. 

Further information: keithwinkley@blueyonder.co.uk  

Circle Cinema 

On Sunday, June 10th, we 

will be showing the 1949 

British classic The Third Man 

(PG). Doors open 6:15pm for 

refreshments, film starts at 

7:15pm. 

Recently restored, written and directed by Graham 

Greene and starring Orson Welles, Joseph Cotton and 

Alida Valli. Pulp novelist Holly Martins travels to 

shadowy, post-war Vienna, only to find himself 

investigating the mysterious death of an old friend, 

Harry Lime.  

The usual selection of refreshments will be on offer 

with hot food, including baked potatoes with a choice 

of fillings, so why not join us for a chat and bite to eat 

before the film?  

Tickets cost Ã5 for non-members, and Ã2 for members 

and those under 16, available on the door or can be 

reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. 

After the summer break, we will be screening Darkest 

Hour (PG) on September 2nd. Future dates for your 

diary will be October 21st and December 2nd. Watch 

this space for further details. 

ƛƴŦƻϪŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

ǿǿǿΦŎƛǊŎƭŜŎƛƴŜƳŀΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

____________________________________________ 

Women's Institute  

The Harborne Village WI has 

been meeting at Moor Pool Hall 

on the second Tuesday since the 

beginning of the year.    

Our next meeting is 7 pm on 12th June, when we will 

have a presentation and discussion by Moor Pool 

resident Lizzie Thompson, who has been trying to live 

without plastic for the last few months.  If you would 

like to come along, visitors are welcome, please email 

habornevillagewi@gmail.com and register your 

interest. 

Club & Society News 
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Club & Society News ŎƻƴǘΦΦΦ 

The Circle Tennis Club 

57 The Circle, Harborne 

B17 9DY 
 

Your local members-only 
tennis club. 
 
¶ Charity event - 12 hour Tennis challenge -

play Dan and Matt. Raising money for 

Tennis Aid. Sunday 3rd June 9am-9pm 

¶ New members always welcome. Visit the 

club website for more information. 

¶ Social tennis every Sunday 10.00 - 13.00 

¶ Menôs and Ladiesô social tennis evenings 

¶ Adult and Junior Coaching 

¶ Monthly Social Tennis Mix-in Competitions 

¶ Menôs and Ladiesô inter-club  league teams 

 
For more information on all the above and 

to join, visit www.circletennisclub.net 

LƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƭƛŜƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
{ǘŀǘŜǎΦ !ǎƪ ŀƴȅ LƴŘƛŀƴΦ 

wƻōŜǊǘ hǊōŜƴ 

Moorpool Reading Group 

At Aprilôs meeting we discussed óThe Tattooist of 

Auschwitzô by Heather Morris, a novel based on the 

life of Slovatian Jew, Lale Sokolov. In his eighties and 

as an Australian citizen, he recounted his memories to 

the author about his time as tattooist in the Auschwitz 

camp. 

Lale was taken to the camp aged 24 years old and was 

kept a prisoner for three years. He met his wife Gita 

there, who also worked in the camp. We agreed the 

love story between Lale and Gita helped balance the 

horrors of daily life and made the story more tolerable. 

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 5th July in 

Moorpool Lower Hall, The Circle. We meet from 7.30 

to 8.30pm and will discuss the book óLittle Fires 

Everywhereô by Celeste Ng. You are very welcome to 

join us. 

Jay Hazell 

Moorpool Reading Group 

Secrets of the Setters 

By Artemonas 

For readers who arenôt used to doing cryptic crosswords 

I thought Iôd give some hints about how to get started.  

This month Iôll look at 2 of the clues in the crossword 

and show how they óworkô. 

Hint 1:  There is always a definition which indicates the 

answer. For example, in 1 across, the definition is 

placate.  Whatôs then left of the clue helps you to get to 

that answer.  Here the rest of the clue is:  an animal, 

ape, feeding (ie inside) it, vegetables ï peas.  So that 

gives ap(peas)e. 

Hint 2:  There are nearly always anagrams in 

crosswords, and they are usually indicated by words 

such as mixed, broken, spoilt etc, showing that the 

word order has changed. For example in 5 across we 

have the definition brown followed by as pie has been 

chewed. The clue here is the word chewed which 

suggests something has been mixed up. In this case itôs 

as pie making sepia. 

In both these instances the definition is the first word of 

the clue, but it could come anywhere and may not be 

immediately obvious. For example the definition for 8 

across is baggage which is the last word of the clue. 
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update 

Barbara Nomikosô article outlines the very full activity 

programme for the coming months.  The utilisation rates 

of both halls continue to uplift, and the 

combination of our facilities and our flexible 

and helpful approach to hirers makes us very 

attractive.  We recently caught up with 

Grainger at the Estate Office, and we were 

congratulated on the development of the 

communal facilities since they were 

transferred to us back in 2014. 

We will shortly start work on the waste land 

next door to the Builders Yard off 

Wentworth Gate.  This will create a Support Area for 

our Educational activities and Allotment Association, 

including a log cabin, greenhouse, toilet and plant 

rearing beds.  Rachel West uses the educational 

allotment alongside for both her schools visits and the 

Ageing Better work.  Rob Sutton and his committee 

have rejuvenated the Allotment Association.  If you can 

help on this, then please do contact me or Rob. 

We continue to work on preparatory works towards the 

next significant projects.  We have had our first 

substantive discussion with a heritage architect on ideas 

on the Upper Hall entrance hall and toilet refurbishment 

(including disabled access and hot water); we are 

getting quotes on the Lower Hall kitchen refurbishment 

and the renovation of the Square Garages.  Nothing yet 

is set in stone, and the key aim is to understand potential 

costs and timetables, thereby enabling us to work out 

funding and priorities.  We are also conscious of the 

risks of management, time and cost over-stretch.   

These will be significant projects and would need 

funding through a mixture of grant monies, local 

donations and fundraising.  So please do get behind the 

fundraising and volunteering events which our 

invaluable Fundraising Committee lay on. 

A final shout out to say how good the two heritage talks 

have been so far this year.  Barbara outlines David 

Sleightôs very interesting and thoughtful 

advice to homeowners.  Do mark in your 

calendars Beryl Beavisô talk on Carless 

Avenue and the Carless family on Tuesday 

26th June 6.30pm for 7pm. 

As Trustees, we are very open to feedback, 

whether through Barbara Nomikos 

(manager@moorpoolhall.com) (0121 426 

2908) or myself (simon56.stirling@gmail.com, 

07757 790539).  

Thank you again to all of our supporters, to the users of 

the Trustôs facilities and to my fellow Trustees, 

volunteers and the Trustôs employees for making all of 

this happen.  Enjoy the summer and we look forward to 

the Heritage Festival on September 9th.   

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƻǊ tƻƻƭ 5ǳŎƪ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ǳǎΦ 

SKITTLE ALLEY 

ahhw thh[ I![[ 

bƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƘƛǊŜ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
Iŀƭƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻƴ лмнм пнс нфлу ƻǊ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊϪƳƻƻǊǇƻƻƭƘŀƭƭΦŎƻƳ 

Moor Pool is, without doubt, a great place to live, but 

a few years back, for two long-term residents of 

Moor Pool Avenue, Jerry Kent and Lisa Holyhead, 

the open road beckoned.  

After renting out their house, they shipped a Land 

Rover Defender to Namibia with the plan of taking a 

year to drive it back home. But life rarely goes to 

plan, especially in Africa, and 3 months in they were 

offered a chance to manage a remote National Park in 

Malawi. The convenience of Harborne High Street 

was a distant memory with a 4 hour drive to the 

nearest shop or internet access. 

After a year or so they were back on the road, 

travelling through 17 countries before pulling up 

once again on Moor Pool Avenue some three and a 

half years later. You may have seen their vehicle 

parked there with itôs roof tent and African flags. 

Despite Harborneôs undoubted  charms, Jerry and 

Lisa had got used to living cheek by jowl with the 

flora and fauna and in 2017 moved to a smallholding 

perched high on the side of the Wye Valley in Wales 

where they keep sheep and chickens and run Kite Hill 

Yurts (visitors from Moor Pool always get a special 

rate...). 
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Upcoming Events: 

Food at Twelve Cookery Club ï Cookery club is back 

for the Easter holidays and cooking up a storm! 

Saturday 30th June 14.00-16.00: KIDS COOKERY 

CLUB Whether youôre dreaming of being on Junior 

Masterchef or love cooking, these cookery classes are 

suitable for children of all abilities. These classes are 

hands-on, fun, learning new skills, exploring 

ingredients from around the world, from aromatic 

curries to meze platters.  Contact Bethan on 

0791260518 www.foodattwelve.com  

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

Mess Around Play: LIFEôS A BEACH ï Tuesday 

26th June 13.30-14.30 (Main Hall). Come along to this 

messy play session, pack your buckets and spades get 

messy to their hearts content, and leave the clearing up 

to us!  Suitable for ages 6months ï 5years but older 

siblings also welcome for the Big Kids corner! Contact 

Kelly on 07533439428 www.messarounduk.com/

birmingham  

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

Birmingham Open Heart Course: Tibetan Heart 

Yoga Level 1 Course on Saturday 2nd June  and 

Sunday 3rd June 9.00-15.00 (Main Hall) Teacher: 

Jonathan O'Donovan. Open Heart is a dharma-method 

that combines ageless principles and yogic knowledge 

with a modern and pragmatic approach. Fee: Ã100-

Ã200 on a sliding scale for employed and retired, Ã80 

for unemployed and students. If you cannot afford 

these fees, negotiate for a lowered fee. Contact Tom 

McKendrick team@dharmamind.net  

www.openheart.fi 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

Brum Swing Exchange , Afternoon Tea Dance 

Sunday 10th June 14.00-17.00pm  

Stealing ï The afternoon dance will start with a 

LindyHop partner-stealing taster class ran by Carissa 

Sharp and Jo Bradley 

Tea and cakes- The theme for our Sunday afternoon 

dance will simply be tea and cakes. 

After party ï Food and maybe a little dance at our after 

party. www.brumswing.co.uk  

____________________________________________ 

Regular Activities ï Please pick up a leaflet or 

check the website for others including yoga, pilates, 

Zumba, ryhthmtime and more! Our newest groups 

include Bumps to Babies, and Ladies Kickboxing. 

We have new availability in the Main Hall and 

Lower Hall so please get in touch if you would like 

to hire for a regular activity!  

Update on Hall Activities  ŦǊƻƳ Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

**NEW **  Keep Dancing! This newest class has had 

great feedback and takes place every Thursday 12.20-

13.20 (Main Hall) New over 50ôs dance class, whether 

youôre a beginner, havenôt danced in a while or dance 

regularly Keep Dancing is the perfect class for you! 

Youôll learn different dance routines from around the 

world and donôt even need a partner. First session 

FREE, Ã5 thereafter. Contact 07984423534  

info@fayeconnordance.com 

www.fayeconnordance.com 

 **NEW **  Yoga4Kids will be every Tuesday 9.30-

10.30 (Main Hall) : Suitable for ages 2-5.  Contact: 

Bally on 07728770576 or email: 

yoga4kids@hotmail.com 

**NEW** Change Weighs, every Wednesday 18.30-

19.30 (Main Hall), run by Lyndsay Oliver, personal 

trainer. The group will meet to discuss various led 

topics aimed at helping anyone struggling with weight, 

health, inactivity and gain better knowledge of diet & 

exercise to enable you to change their lifestyle habits, 

ditch dieting for good to live a happier and healthier life.  

There will be a 30mins low impact strength, tone and 

conditioning exercise class following the session at a 

cost of Ã2.00 to those who have already been to the 

evening group. Ã3.50 to everyone else that wishes to 

come along. 

**NEW** Circle Poets Bi-monthly 4th Tuesday of 

every month starting 22nd May 18.30-20.00 (Lower 

Hall) A place to share poetic thoughts - your own or 

those you love - and enjoy some reading in a relaxed 

open and non-judgemental space. All subjects 

embraced. contact Ciona: ciona89@hotmail.com 

**NEW** Creative Kidz: Arts & Crafts after school 

club ages 5-12 years will start 8th June every Friday 

16.00-17.00pm (Main Hall) 

Promoting creativity is vital in a child's development 

and encourages a child to use their imagination and 

think outside the box! Like Einstein said "imagination is 

more important than knowledge." Contact: 

katiepye@outlook.com or Facebook Group Creative 

Kidz 

Can you Help?  Have you thought about 

volunteering as part of your community? Recent 

research has shown that people who volunteer live for 

longer and are much healthier, and furthermore, health 

experts believe doctors should recommend volunteering 

alongside health and exercise. Please get in touch if you 

would like to find out more about how you can help. We 

will also have a stall at the following event where you 

can find out all about volunteering for MPHT 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ млύ 
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ǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎκƳƻǿƛƴƎκǿŜŜŘƛƴƎκǊƻǘƻǾŀǝƴƎ 

ǇƻƴŘǎΦ !ƭƭ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘΦ 

/ŀƭƭ {ƛƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǝƻƴ 

лтфну сттрфп 

ƻǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ 

ƎǊŜŜƴƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅмфоϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ /w. ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘΦ 

Since the last edition of The Duck, I have been 

delivering education sessions to primary and secondary 

schools, and we are looking forward to welcoming 

more schools before the end of the academic year. It is 

always wonderful to see the effect that Moor Pool has 

on young people who have never been here before, and 

hopefully they take some of the Moor Pool magic away 

with them when they return to school. 

Informal education sessions for young people have also 

been continuing with a very successful 'Dream Cities' 

session delivered in partnership with the Birmingham 

Civic Society as part of their centenary celebrations. 

We have also been continuing with our regular Lego 

drop in sessions. The next of these will be on Sunday 

10th June, and following this, Sunday 15th July. If you 

have Lego enthusiasts in your house, feel free to drop 

into the Lower Hall between 10-11 on these dates. 

The first two of this year's series of local history talks 

have been delivered, and were both very well received. 

The next date for your diary will be when Beryl Beavis 

Education Update ŦǊƻƳ Rachel West, Education Project Officer 

reveals the hidden history of Carless Avenue in her talk 

on Tuesday 26th June in the Lower Hall. After this, the 

next talk will be delivered by me on Tuesday 7th 

August and is about the history of protest in 

Birmingham. As always, tickets will be available in 

Raj's shop beforehand, or can be reserved by 

contacting me using the detail below.  

Lastly, our education allotment has really been 

transforming for the better over the last few weeks, and 

now the weather is improving, it would be great to 

have some more people come along and join the group. 

Thanks to Ageing Better and the Grimmitt Trust, these 

sessions are completely free, and very enjoyable. Dean 

Paul, who facilitates the sessions, is very 

knowledgeable and lovely to work with. If you are 

interested in finding out more, please get in touch, or 

pop along to the allotment on Wednesday afternoons 

between 1-3. 

Rachel West 

0121 426 2908 / education@moorpoolhall.com 


