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rom the Chair

Dear fellow MoorPudlians,
As 2020 dawns, we herald not just a new year but a new
decade filled with Moor Pool adventures aplenty ahead, building on
the memorable last decade for our community. Going forwards I am
delighted to let you know that the leadership of Moor Pool Residents’
Association (MRA) is in the hands of the wonderful John Healey. John
brings great passion for Moor Pool & excellent organisation skills
having more recently been the committee secretary. As we start this
new year for the MRA committee, I would like to thank Mike Frost
who is stepping down after decades of loyal & dedicated involvement.
I am really pleased that Norma Mason has decided to return to the
committee & we have a new committee member in Carl Parkes. They
join Jill Howes, Maureen Mauser, Mike Foster, Jenny Buchan & Sarah
Hanson providing a great team who will support John in his new role.
My final responsibility as chair was at the AGM on 25th January 2020.
My thanks to the 25+ residents who joined us after monthly coffee
morning to reflect on 2019 & plan ahead for 2020. We agreed to retain
our 8 priority areas of focus:
1) Produce and deliver The Duck 6 times a year. If you would like to
write an article (we particularly welcome contributions from our
younger residents) or wish to join our merry band of volunteer
deliverers, please let Andrew Hackett know via
duck@moorpool.com.
2) Organise the monthly coffee morning which takes place between
10:30 and midday on the last Saturday of each month.
3) Organise the annual heritage festival together with Moor Pool
Heritage Trust. This year’s festival will be on Sunday 13th
September 2020. Please pop the date in your diaries & remember
to start collecting your 20p’s to help us improve the main hall
toilet facilities.
4) Organise the annual carols in the hall each December. The 2019
event was truly memorable and it was wonderful to welcome the
year 2 choir from Harborne Primary School who sang songs from
their nativity and joined in with our community carols. A really
special & happy event. We have already started planning for their
return in 2020.
5) Continue to develop strong relationships with Moor Pool Heritage
Trust (MPHT). My thanks to Simon Stirling & the trustees for the
support you have given to the MRA committee & myself as chair.
I know that the teamwork we have developed will continue to go
from strength to strength going forwards.
6) Listen to and signpost residents on local issues of concern, where
we can, prioritising a focus on crime & planning.
7) Continue to increase the number of households paying the MRA
subscription of £5 per household per year. If you are paid up thank
you. If not please take a moment to set up a standing order & fill
out the form on the back page of The Duck. Your subscriptions
help us deliver on this list of priorities.
(Continued on page 3)
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What’s On?
FISH AND CHIP QUIZ on Saturday February 8th.
Main Hall, 7:30pm start.
CIRCLE CINEMA will be showing Rocketman (15)
on Sunday, February 9th. Doors open 6:15pm.
LOCAL HISTORY TALK: The Spitfire on Tuesday,
March 3rd, 6:30pm.
CIRCLE CINEMA will be showing Downton
Abbey (PG) on Sunday, March 15th. Doors
open 6:15pm.
MOOR POOL HERITAGE TRUST AGM in the Main
Hall on Sunday, March 29th at 2:30pm.
LOCAL HISTORY TALK: Thomas Swan on
Tuesday, April 7th, 6:30pm.
EASTER EGG HUNT on Good Friday, April 10th

easyfundraising
You can no longer raise funds directly through
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon
but instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile
where you can select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as
the charity you wish to support.
If you then log in through smile.amazon.co.uk
rather than amazon.co.uk you will be automatically
linked to the charity you wish to support and 0.5%
of any purchases will be donated to the Trust.
You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising
with other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those
helping to raise funds for the Trust in this way.
duck@moorpool.com

Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

Coffee Mornings
(except December)

Last Saturday of the
month, 10:30-12:00

Fish and Chip Quiz

Saturday, February 8th

Circle Cinema

Sunday, February 9th

Snooker Club Open Day

Thursday, February 27th

Local History Talk

Tuesday, March 3rd

Circle Cinema

Sunday, March 15th

Moor Pool Reading Group

Thursday, March 19th

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

Heritage Trust AGM

Sunday, March 29th

Local History Talk

Tuesday, April 7th

Easter Egg Hunt

Friday, April 10th

Fish and Chip Quiz

Saturday, April 25th

Circle Cinema

Sunday, May 3rd

Talk on Composting

Tuesday, May 5th

Circle Cinema

Sunday, June 21st

Fish and Chip Quiz

Saturday, July 11th

Heritage Festival

Sunday, September 13th

Fish and Chip Quiz

Saturday, October 17th

Residents’ Association AGM

Saturday, January 30th
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Publication Date

28th March 2020

April 2020

30th May 2020

June 2020

25th July 2020

August 2020

26th September 2020

October 2020

21st November 2020

December 2020

Brain: an apparatus with which we think we think.
Ambrose Bierce

Don’t Get in a Flap!
If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten
by the dog, you want an extra copy or
live off the estate, then current and past
issues can be downloaded from our web
site at www.moorpool.com.

If at first you don’t succeed, failure may be your style.
Quentin Crisp

presents...
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Sunday, February 9th

Starring Taron Egerton, Jamie Bell and Richard Madden

Rocketman

(15)

7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm)

Sunday, March 15th
Starring Michelle Dockery, Matthew Goode & Geraldine James

Downton Abbey (PG)
7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm)

Selection of refreshments, including hot food available, so why
not join us for a bite to eat and a chat before the film. B.Y.O.D.
Non-members tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets £1.
Tickets can be reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk, or
available on the door (subject to availability).

Council Recycling
I recently watched the collection crew emptying all of my
carefully sorted recycling, and those of my neighbour, into
the same compartment. While the explanation from the
council was plausible and they promised to investigate, I
strongly suspect that this was not an isolated incident.
I would be interested to hear from any other residents who
have witnessed this unacceptable behaviour, particularly if
you happen to also have photos/video. I can be contacted
through andrew@moorpool.com.

Geese Mystery Unravelled…
Thanks to Jenny Buchan
Regarding the goose mystery I think the mystery is related
to someone's counting.
The initial size of the brood was 7 and I have photos taken
in May showing all 7.
They quickly lost one but then there were 6+2=8 for most
of the summer and until they were all fully grown.
Sadly they then lost one of the offspring - hit by a car.
Think it's the first time one has been killed by a car which
is amazing when you consider how often they are on the
roads.

See our web site for trailers and membership details.
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(Continued from page 1)

Kipsters Homemade
Biscuits

8) Continue to increase the involvement of families &
children in all things Moor Pool. The 2019 Easter Egg
Hunt in the Nettlefold Garden was a great success. We
plan to organise another one on Good Friday 10th April
so please pop the date in your diaries.
All it remains for me to say is THANK YOU to fellow
committee members & our Moor Pool community for your
support & friendship through the 5 years I have had the
honour to be your chair. I was overwhelmed at the AGM
with people’s kindness & I will cherish the beautiful &
thoughtful gift. A unique canvas print of a photograph taken
by our very talented local photographer and great supporter
of everything we do at Moor Pool, Angela Yates. I will
continue to be actively involved as a
volunteer supporting our community
but it is time to handover MRA chair
responsibilities now to John Healey.
John can be contacted via his email
johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk.
Over to you John.

Just for Dogs

Kipsters Homemade Biscuits is a family run business which began
when our French Bulldog puppy Costa came into our lives. We
then began to look at food, ingredients and treats that
would provide him with the best nutrients and goodness to allow
him to continue with his busy life as a puppy. As a keen baker I
decided to bake him some biscuits that contained no additives
or preservatives and from that day forward Kipsters was born.

Order online at: www.kipsters.co.uk

Best wishes,
Sal
Sally Bourner

Sal is presented with her
canvas print at the AGM
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Club & Society News
Harborne Village
Women's Institute

Circle Cinema

The Harborne Village WI meets on
the second Tuesday of each month
(except August) between 19.00hrs –
21.00hrs in the Main Hall.
If you’ve recently moved into Harborne or you’re looking to
try something new, why not come along and ‘Try WI’ for
£5.00, payable on the door. There’s no need to pre-book, and
we’ll provide a warm welcome, a couple of relaxing hours
with refreshments and cake, a chance to learn something new
or get inspired! We offer a wide range of activities and
events and we get involved in campaigns that are important
to our community.
If you’d like to receive our monthly newsletter direct to your
inbox please contact us by e-mailing
harbornevillagewi@gmail.com
We share our news and forthcoming events on our Facebook
page, https://www.facebook.com/Harborne-Village-WI931438923701108/
For everything else WI it’s https://www.thewi.org.uk/

Our member ballot results are now in
and will guide our film choice this
year. A big thank you to all our
members who voted with a 71%
‘turnout’ compared with only 67% for
the last General Election. And not a
single melting ice sculpture in sight.
Our next film, on February 9th, will be Rocketman (15), a
musical fantasy about the fantastical human story of Elton
John's breakthrough years, starring Taron Egerton, Jamie
Bell and Richard Madden. Doors open 6:15pm for
refreshments with a 7:15pm screening.
The usual selection of hot and cold food will be on offer, so
why not join us for a chat and bite to eat before the film?
You are welcome to BYOD.
Non-members tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets £1.
Tickets available on the door or can be reserved online at
tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. With the new reduced member
ticket price, what better time to join, or renew your
subscription for 2019-20.

We look forward to welcoming you to one of our meetings in
2020!

On March 15th we will be showing Downton Abbey (PG),
the continuing story of the Crawley family, wealthy owners
of a large estate in the English countryside in the early
twentieth century.

Moorpool Skittles Club

Future dates for your diary are Sunday, May 3rd, and
Sunday, June 21st.

Playing sessions continue on the Winter
schedule as follows - Mondays for ladies
and men; Wednesdays for ladies; Fridays
for men - sorry no under 16yrs. There are a
few dates when we don’t play i.e. around
Easter so best to check before coming
along. Sessions start at 7.30pm, and end around 9.30pm with
a refreshment break. We would be happy to welcome you
and share this amazing alley with you; two playing surfaces,
of which one is rounded/crowned, the woods/balls do not
have finger holes, there are no side bumpers, no automatic re
-stacking of the pins - the most ‘labour saving’ device is a
central trough to return the balls - though sometimes they
get stuck! It’s a bit like a time warp! No charge for the first
few sessions but if you would like the chance to enter the
club championships then there is an annual fee of £20. It’s
all light hearted, good fun, so do come and join in. For more
info contact keithwinkley61@gmail.com or Tina 0121 250
5385.

Either you deal with what is the reality, or you can be sure
that the reality is going to deal with you.
Alex Haley

info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Moorpool Tennis Club
The tennis season is already underway Down Under and
sadly there are now no more British players left in the
Singles draw going into the second week, but there are
plenty of Brits in the Doubles. Here few are donning tennis
shorts and skirts in January/February, but play continues at
tennis clubs nationwide. At MOORPOOL TENNIS
CLUB, we're getting our top court ready for play next
weekend. We're getting ourselves ready with regular Sunday
morning table-tennis inside our clubhouse. The Club Coach,
Will Hale, has begun a series of Rehab Classes with a focus
on low-intensity exercises for the lower-back, shoulder and
knees, to get those niggling aching joints ready for play.
Look out for coaching classes restarting, too.
We often see passers-by peering in through the gate or from
the Nettlefold Garden Den to see what's going on. Everyone
is very welcome to come in and have a look. We're a
friendly club, proud of our little club's heritage within the
Moor Pool Community, so come in for a cuppa, or even a
game of tennis. We'll be ready for play - and spectators - at
10am on Sunday 2/2/2020. Doubles of course!

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
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Club & Society News
Moor Pool Wildlife Group

Circle Cycling Club

Budding ecologists needed!

Our New Year cycle ride took s
to the Jewelry Quarter to see the
Banksy wall-art on Vyse Street.
Travelling along canal towpaths
in the glorious winter sunshine,
our group of nine riders were full of energy, stopping for a
tasty cuppa-coffee in the busy Urban Cafe for a 20-minute
break.

Moor Pool Wildlife Group are taking part in
a study to help us understand what wildlife is
present on the estate so that we can put
things in place to help and improve wildlife
diversity on our patch.
With the help of the Birmingham and Black Country
Wildlife Trust, we are using an online tool called iNaturalist
to record our wildlife sightings. It would be brilliant if as
many people as possible on the estate could take part and add
your sightings to iNaturalist. There is a really easy to use
smartphone app which is the ideal way to use it.
Possibly the best bit about iNaturalist is that the software
helps you identify what you’ve seen. Take a photo, upload it
and the software shows nearest matches. It’s a great way to
learn and you’ll be helping to build up a wildlife picture of
Moor Pool, too.
You can find iNaturalist at https://www.inaturalist.org/ - just
sign up and take it from there.
The Wildlife Group are currently meeting at 10am on the last
Saturday of the month at the Moor Pool. You’re welcome to
join us!
Contact Cathy Perry cathyperry22@gmail.com for more
information about the group.

57 The Circle, Harborne.
The Circle Tennis Club is going from
strength to strength. The courts
have been resurfaced and the
membership has grown to 146 members. This includes
adults and children and the coaching team has
increased the time allocated to juniors.
We have 3 men’s teams, 2 ladies’ teams and a mixed
team playing in local leagues, 2 of which came top in
their divisions. This year we have entered a team in the
Winter league as well.
There are social tennis sessions each week and friendly
competitions every month.
If you are interested in joining a friendly, thriving club
that values beginners as well as experienced players,
competitive and social players and members of all ages,
then please contact us via our website:
www.circletennisclub.net

** Join at the start of February 2020 to get 14
months membership for the price of 12.
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Moor Pool Reading Group
Our January meeting featured ‘The Bell
Jar’, the only novel of the celebrated U.S.
poet Sylvia Plath.
In the book, Esther Greenwood, the main
character, wins a four week expenses paid
trip to New York to work as a guest editor
on a magazine. She should be having the time of her life, but
starts to feel increasingly hopeless and inadequate and finds
things becoming more and more difficult for her. The book
chronicles the downward spiral of Esther and parallels
aspects of the actual life of Sylvia Plath herself.
The Bell Jar prompted a series of interesting discussions,
with many astute observations and comments from members
contemplating its dark subject matter. It was summed up as
‘descriptive and really well written, but you wouldn’t want to
read one like it every week!’

The Circle Tennis Club

We look forward to hearing from you.

Our next ride will be on Sunday 9th February at 10 am from
the Builders Yard on Wentworth Gate. Please call: Peter
Stroud on 0776 340 7810 for more information. We have
several bikes you can borrow or if you need a little extra
tuition, please contact Peter who is our local instructor.

If you’d like to know more about us or you are interested in
joining our Reading Group, please contact Gillian Morgan at
gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk.
Our next Reading Group is on Thursday 19th March 2020 at
7.30pm, Lower Hall, where our book will be Khaled
Hosseini’s ‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’.

Leave him alone. He’s innocent!
Innocent of what?
Gene Hackman, Unforgiven

The first rule of the apostrophe? The Apostrophe
Protection Society, which advocates for the proper use of
the apostrophe, will shutter operations after 18 years of
fighting the good fight. Founder John Richards, a retired
journalist who is now 96, admitted defeat at the hands of
“ignorance and laziness”, and critiqued organisations that
he says improperly abandoned the apostrophe, such as
Waterstones (formerly Waterstone's). Richards had
received hundreds of supportive letters from around the
world after initially founding the organisation in 2001.

www.moorpool.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update
Welcome to 2020 from Moor Pool Heritage
Trust. It promises to be as busy as ever!

Many thanks to Cathy Perry for leading the
Wildlife Group, and for their hard work in
assessing and listing the wildlife across our many,
many green spaces. We will shortly be putting a
number of bat boxes up, particularly in the
Nettlefold Garden.

Firstly, we send our thanks to Sal Bourner for
her 5 years’ leadership of the Moor Pool
Residents’ Association. The Trust has worked
very harmoniously with the MRA in the
furthering of the Estate over many years. The
MRA has been enormously supportive of the
Trust and we wish Sal the best for her
‘retirement’. And we really look forward to
working with the new MRA Chair, John Healey.

Turning to events, tickets are on sale for our next
quiz on February 8th. This time it is the famous
Margaret O’Hara True/False conundrum quiz.
Ever popular, get your tickets soon!

Our Hall bookings remain very good with most weekends
fully booked going forward. Our usual group-based
occupancy during the week remains strong and we
welcomed a number of new customers over the Autumn.
We are conscious however, that parking at some of the
weekend bookings (particularly some parties) has been
obstructive on one or two occasions recently. There are clear
guidelines on parking in the terms and conditions for booking
the Hall, that the verges should not be used, that pavements
are not to be obstructed and that there is usually plentiful
space on Wentworth Rd and Ravenhurst Rd. We take a
nuisance’ deposit on hall bookings and have made it clear
that this covers parking.
We do apologise to anyone who has suffered from the
inconsiderate or poor parking of others.
Looking forward, the second phase of the Support Area at the
Builders Yard has started today, supported financially by a
grant from Enovert Community Trust. This is allied to the
garage area behind Wentworth Gate and Carless Avenue.
Many will recall we cleared the upper part of the site 18
months ago and erected the chalet. We now have this
funding for the lower half; this will be cleared, contoured and
made safe with railings, with our greenhouse erected. This
will prove in time a very useful community space for the
Moor Pool Allotment Association, for schools and for a
whole variety of other events. We will henceforward be
calling it the Carless Ecology Centre.
If you hear the noises of chain-sawing in the next few weeks,
we will be engaging tree surgeons to do the Years 4-5 work
recommended in the 2017 Tree Survey we commissioned
from Midland Forestry. We have received permission from
Birmingham City Council under the Tree Preservation Order
covering the whole of Moor Pool. Most of the work is either
stripping out dead wood or squirrel damage, or reducing the
spread on a number of trees; where the recommendation is to
fell (two trees), we seek to replant elsewhere on the estate.
Remember we own around 350 trees across all of our land.
Congratulations to our Education Manager, Rachel West, on
winning funding of £1,000 from LoveBrum. Thanks also to
all those who voted for us. Rachel will use for the funding
for another course of gardening instruction and sessions on
the educational allotment through the warmer months.
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Our first history talk of the season is on 3 rd March – this
should be fascinating on ‘The History of the Spitfire and
the Castle Bromwich Aircraft Factory’. Thanks to Rachel
for putting the series of talks together again for 2020.
Attendances were 40+ each talk last year, so do come and
join us.
Lastly the Trust’s AGM is provisionally set for 2.30pm on
Sunday 29th March. Please will members mark it out in their
calendars, further detail to follow.
And if you’re not a member and have lived here for 3 years,
please join. This is your chance to have your say on how we
are run and how we want to develop the communal facilities
on the estate.
As Trustees, we are always very open to feedback, whether
through Sarah Hanson (manager@moorpoolhall.com) (0121
426 2908) or myself (simon56.stirling@gmail.com, 07757
790539).
Simon Stirling
Chair, Moor Pool Heritage Trust
simon56.stirling@gmail.com
07757 790539

THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT is an appropriate anagram of
LOONIES FAR UP THE THAMES

Harborne Tenants’ Snooker Club
Open Day
th

27 February 2020, 5:00-9:00pm

Harborne Tenants’ Snooker Club invites you to come and
play a game of snooker, open to all non-members. Come
and try your skill.
Games will be free and discount membership available.
Club members will be on-hand to provide help and
guidance should it be needed.
For those that don’t know, it’s the green door at the top of
the steps opposite the junction of The Circle and Carless
Avenue.

www.moorpool.com
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Did You Know?
ROYAL TWELFTH Most of us take down the Christmas
decorations, as it’s said to be bad luck to keep your tree up
past the twelfth night (5th Jan) or Epiphany (6th Jan).
However, the Queen apparently keeps hers up until the 6th
Feb to mark the anniversary of the death of Queen
Elizabeth’s beloved father, King George VI, who passed
away at the Sandringham Estate on 6th February 1952.
MORE THAN A THIRD OF MPS - 220 out of 650 - are now
women. For the first time, more than half of Labour MPs are
female: 104 out of 203. About 22% of MPs were elected for
the first time and the median number of years MPs have sat
is four. There are over 50 LGBT MPs - making ours the
“gayest Parliament in the world”, as the Sunday Times put it.
A record 10% of MPs are from BAME backgrounds.
THE TERM “PRIME MINISTER” started out as an insult.
When it was first used, “prime minister” was a term of
mockery and abuse. It implied that an individual had risen
above others in the royal circle inappropriately – a bit like
calling someone a “teacher’s pet” today. But over the years
it’s come to be an official title.
BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATERS. The estimated cost of
building a bridge from Scotland to Northern Ireland will be
£15bn, according to the prime minister. Boris Johnson has
touted the bridge as a possible solution to the problem of the
Irish backstop in talks with the EU, but civil engineers have
described the concept as “bonkers.”

THE HIGHLAND HAMLET of Achfary set a record for the
highest December temperature in Britain on the 28th with a
reading of 18.7C.
10 DOWNING STREET used to have a different number on
the door. The country’s most famous address hasn’t always
been called 10 Downing Street. When the property was first
offered to Prime Minister Robert Walpole by the King, it
was known as number five Downing Street – but the door
numbers have since been rearranged. Walpole’s official title
at the time, “First Lord of the Treasury” (a role still held by
the prime minister today), is still inscribed on 10 Downing
Street’s letterbox.
BORIS JOHNSON’S CONSTITUENCY has the fastest rising rate
of burglary in England and Wales. The number of break-ins
in Uxbridge and South Ruislip has rocketed by 68% in a
year, with 692 burglaries in the 12 months to November
2019 in Uxbridge, up from 412 a year earlier.
BREXIT MELTDOWN. The Royal Mint had to melt down one
million coins commemorating Brexit because they feature
the wrong date. Inscriptions on the coins celebrate 31
October 2019 as the date of Britain’s separation from the
EU, but due to an extension Brexit will not take effect until
at least 31 January 2020. The exact number of obsolete coins
in existence became public after the Daily Telegraph filed a
freedom of information request. Taxpayers will foot the bill
for the creation and destruction of the 50p coins.

Microsoft has ceased support of Windows
7 so what does this mean to those still
using this operating system.
In the words of the late great Douglas
Adams: DON’T PANIC!

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594
or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com
Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.
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While updates from Microsoft will cease,
this will not mean that your computer will
stop working. The need to take action will
not arise for quite some time, perhaps years. The first
problem is likely to be the inbuilt web browser, Internet
Explorer behaving erratically, but it is probably already
doing that and the simple solution is to install Google
Chrome if you haven’t already.
It may take some time for manufacturers of peripherals such
as printers to stop supporting the platform, and even longer
for software producers, but this may well be the point at
which you need to take some sort of action.
I would advise against upgrading the operating system. There
are all sorts of issues with this approach not least the
specification of your existing machine to handle the resource
requirements of Windows 10 and the overall cost may well
be similar to buying a new machine so this is likely to be the
most cost effective solution when the time comes.
Latest: The final Microsoft update has resulted in some users
having a black desktop. They have admitted fault but show
no inclination to fix. If this happens to you disable the
‘stretch’ option on your wallpaper and this should do it.

www.moorpool.com
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Nettlefold Notes
On 10th January our snowdrops were already well up and
showing their white buds! - so they are already worth a visit,
in the woodland area. We also have turkey tails and jelly
ears on the 'funghery'.
th

Volunteer morning 28 March – Wake up the lawn!
Bring lawn rakes and garden forks – for pricking after the
raking (or other lawn equipment if you have something more
sophisticated!) Drop in if you can any time from 11.00 15.00.
Summer opening hours (i.e.10.00 -18.00 daily) will begin
on 28th March (with BST).
Have you wondered about volunteering - to help with
opening the garden or mowing the lawn? – It would
probably be twice in six months – but the more volunteers
the less – if you see what we mean! Full training will be
provided.
Please contact Cathy at cathyperry22@gmail.com
Follow Nettlefold gardens on Facebook and Twitter for
more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com
The Moor Pool Goose Mystery - Jenny Buchan's solution
is shown elsewhere, but we hope it was in fact a junior,
rather than one of the parents, because when the brood
crossed a road Dad was so good at standing in the middle
staring down all comers until all were safely across! If it was
one of the parents, then we may have lost our residents and
future broods, as geese tend to mate for life (10 - 20 years).
A specific soil bacterium, Mycobacterium vaccae, activates
a set of serotonin-releasing neurons in the dorsal raphe
nucleus of the brain, the ones targeted by Prozac. So you can
get an effective dose of MV (from the air) by walking in the
wild, or gardening – or relaxing in Nettlefold Garden!
(Bristol University research) from 'The Running Hare' by
John Lewis-Stempel.
World Watch – First the Good News: Last July Ethiopia
planted 350m trees in one day; in 2017 1.5m Indian
volunteers planted 66m trees in 12 hours in Madhya
Pradesh. The government of New Zealand launched a plan

to plant a billion trees by 2027 (kicking off with 87m this
year). Pakistan has planted 1bn trees and has a new target of
10bn.(Source: 'Observer' 24/11)
The Bad News: Not sure what the UK is doing – other than
HS2. If it goes ahead, it will destroy 100 ancient woodland
sites between here and London. (And although there are
promises of new planting, one cannot replace a 500 year old
woodland with a plantation of new saplings!)
Global Warning
To date 8.3 billion tonnes of plastic have has been produced
in the world. Of this 5 billion tonnes (so far) has been put
into landfill sites or discarded into the environment. - New
Scientist 7/12/19
Why is there a current craze in tropical countries to cut down
rain forests to grow palm oil? Cutting the forests releases a
lot of carbon dioxide. What is palm oil largely used for? – to
produce biofuels(!) (mostly subsidised by and for western
countries). -New Scientist 30/11/19
Phytoplankton in the oceans capture 37 billion tonnes of
CO², the equivalent of four Amazon rainforests. If more
whales were preserved, due to symbiosis this figure would
increase. -Big Issue
Gaming use, graphics, 4K and streaming are all 'energy
hungry'. The result is that the US (alone) produces 24
megatons of carbon dioxide, via the electricity used, while
entertaining itself. (This is equivalent to Sri Lanka's entire
national consumption/output). - New Scientist 23/11/19

A recent survey revealed that 1 in 20 people in the UK
think potatoes and parsnips grow on trees.

Tradition is a guide and not a jailer.
W Somerset Maugham
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Education Update

from Rachel West, Education Project Officer

Unilingual UK.. A report published by the Higher
Education Policy Institute cites an EU-wide survey showing
that just 32% of young people in the UK say they are able to
read or write in more than one language, making the UK
the worst performer in Europe. In the next worst country,
Hungary, the figure is 71%. In France it is 79% and more
than 90% in Germany.

This month’s Sudoku and
Crossword Solutions
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I have booked in a few walking tours for various adult groups
since being back. If you are part of a group who might be
interested in participating in a walking tour, please feel free to
contact me. I am also able to deliver outreach talks on the
history of Moor Pool if you know groups who might be
interested. Talking of talks, Moor Pool’s local history talks
programme returns in 2020, beginning with a talk by Gordon
Macmillan entitled The History of the Spitfire on 3rd March
in the Main Hall. There has already been quite a lot of interest
in this talk, and although it is more than a month away, the
tickets are already available to buy in the shop. Following this
on 7th April, we have an intriguing talk on Thomas Swan, a

Rachel West
Education Project Officer
education@moorpoolhall.com
0121 426 2908

S

Since returning to Moor Pool after Christmas, I have been
arranging our monthly informal learning sessions for children.
These will begin on February 9th, and will kick off with the
return of our popular free LEGO sessions in the Lower Hall
between 10.30am – 12 noon. We will be doing some different
sessions this year, as well as some further den building
sessions later in the year, so look out for more details on the
website and social media.

As always, please get in touch if you want to get more
involved, find out more, or make any suggestions!

E

Thank you to everyone who voted for the Moor Pool project
in the Love Brum vote in December. I am delighted to tell you
that we received the second highest number of votes, and we
were awarded £1000 as a result of this on-line poll. This
funding is intended to kick start the education allotment
sessions again, which originally started in 2018. Roger Cobley
and I went to pose with our Love Brum big cheque earlier in
January, and we are looking forward to really getting going
with the sessions again in late February, early March. These
sessions are free and take place between 1.00pm – 3.00pm on
Wednesday afternoons (term time only) on the education
allotment, which is behind the Builders’ Yard just off
Wentworth Gate. There are great health benefits to getting
outside, enjoying some fresh air and doing a bit of gentle
exercise in the allotment. It’s wonderful to see the allotment
change and develop over the seasons. Last year, I enjoyed my
first ever home-grown artichoke thanks to Linda Du Bois’
green-fingered efforts, and we are hoping for more of the
same later in the year. You might also be pleased to hear that
we are continuing with Harborne’s famous prowess in the
gooseberry growing department! All our labours will quite
literally be bearing fruit later in the year, and you are welcome
to come and drop in and join us on Wednesday afternoons!

little known figure who lived in Edgbaston. In 2019, his
place of residence was awarded a blue plaque to
commemorate Swan’s important work in the anti-slavery
movement during the nineteenth century; the talk
investigates this fascinating character. Please remember that
almost all of our speakers agree to give their talk, for which
they normally charge, for free to support the Moor Pool
fundraising effort. Some of these speakers come from across
the country to speak to us, and buying your tickets in
advance really does show your appreciation for their efforts –
as well as helping Moor Pool as we continue to fundraise to
improve the facilities for the whole community.

D E

I hope that 2020 has been treating everyone kindly so far?
December and January seem to have passed by in a blur since
my last update in the Duck. The final school sessions in the
Forest School area during December were well received, with
plenty of hot chocolate and marshmallows consumed by all. I
am now sending out information to schools again with an
update on our education offer, with a view to getting more
school visits around Moor Pool during the year. I am also
keen to re-start our Education Forum after its hiatus during
2019, so if you are interested in being involved with the group
please drop me a line. We meet four times a year, and if you
have an interest in education and would like to find out more,
then you would be more than welcome. Some Education
Forum members help out when we are delivering on-site
education sessions, but that is not obligatory, and you can give
as much or as little time as you wish.

duck@moorpool.com

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE
MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS


Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows



Gutters cleaned



UPVC cleaned



Conservatory roofs



Patios, driveways and decking cleaned



Fully insured

Contact details:
Steve Brain
9 West Pathway
Harborne
Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696
email: stephen.brain63@sky.com

James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
Contact lens specialist

0121 448 6606

Dry eye clinics

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com

Spectacle re-glazing service

26 The Circle,

NHS Patients also welcome

Harborne,

in a ‘no pressure’ environment

Birmingham B17 9DY
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February

C R O S S W O R D
by Artemonas
Stream and river might hold up limb (7)

B

Second bird becomes a dog (6)

C

Right bed round bishop I the city (7)

D

Work on part of Jude’s kitchen (4)

E

Lesson that was big (7)

E

Lord is semi-religious partly (4)

F

Fill in the class? (4)

G

God works less hard than the tradesman (7)

H

Meg’s singular honey maybe has dominance (8)

I

Raise the tension in the fire (7)

J

Johnny and I have to dance (4)

J

Johnny is putting out the fight (8)

K

Animal clothes worn before ten (6)

L

Cilla changes colour (5)

A different crossword this time. All the answers start with the letter
indicated. Solve the clues and fit them in to the grid, jigsaw wise.
There should only be one way of doing this. You can download and
print extra copies of this page from our web site if needed.

M Copy a hundred with two thousand and ones (5)
See announcement (6)

O

Most of the boats can foresee the future (7)

P

Select the tool (4)

Q

Sayings of other Latin where followed by magazine (6)

R

Right hand is not on start of animal (5)

S

Muddled squad ate fish - and screamed! (8)

T

Move slowly under the lieutenant perhaps (7)

U

We’re on time for normal practice (5)

V

Through the pipe - and over the river? (7)

Christmas

CROSSWORD

N

W Sounds like it bubbled up when doing metal repair (4)
X

See through artist in unknowns (4)

Y

Hang city crowds! Let’s go on the boat (8)

Z

It’s mad in New York following Zambia (4)

Solution and Winner

A

E V
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B
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S
F E
S
C
D R
O
J O
G
M E

E R E S T
S
I
C
R
O N
E V E R
G
P
A
B O O T
D O
R
Y
A T H E R S
R
T
L I M
E X
A
C
A
E N C H E D
G
A
Y
L L Y R O G E
E
G
O
A S L E S
T

A N G R I A
N
L
R
G L A D E S
O
D
L
R I S D A Y
A
T
N
B O N D
N
P R E S S O
A
I
L I T T L E
E
I
E
R
M I N E
M
I
C
O D D L E R

Thank you for all the entries, and congratulations to
Caroline Leonard who had the first drawn correct entry.

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip as above. All personal data is held securely and in compliance with the General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR). You are entitled to know the information we hold and can opt out of any communication at any time.
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Reference if paying by
electronic transfer:

duck@moorpool.com

