Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb
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rom the Chair

During so many months when restrictions on
usual activities have been so limited, I would
have thought that time would have dragged, but not so. If
anything, particularly in recent days, I’ve felt as though
I’ve been spinning in a whirlwind, generated perhaps by a
surfeit of ‘news’ which in turn has led to yet more
uncertainty. It’s a relief therefore to return to my usual
themes.
One effect of this very hot weather seems to have been the
release of an amazing combination of scents which are
particularly strong first thing in the morning. On the home
front (my garden) the runner beans look healthy enough
with plenty of flowers, which so far are not being attended
by pollinators. I remember saying this last year, and in the
end, they turned up but the reduction in numbers worldwide is a matter of great concern. The fox still visits at
dusk and a welcome addition to the family has been a pair
of very precocious blackbirds who brought along their four
female offspring on a regular basis. Those of you who have
been kind enough to read these jottings will recall that a
regular feature was an account of the life and times of the
one eyed cat. He moved to Malvern a few months ago and
we didn’t expect to hear any more. We have though
received news of his latest escapade. He disappeared for
two weeks and there were fears that he wouldn’t return.
However, he was found but not unscathed. This time he
had sustained a broken tail which had to be amputated. I
leave it to the imagination as to whether his already battlescarred appearance has been improved.
I continue to wander around the Estate on a regular basis
and am pleased to report that for now at least, we are not
experiencing the ruination of grass verges created by the
positioning of skips. It’s worth a reminder though with the
approach of the skip season, that licences must be obtained
from the City Council by the contractor and that skips,
large or small, must be placed on the road. Additionally,
it’s important when employing contractors, to ensure that
they do not create the same problem by the parking of
large vehicles off road.
One area of particular concern which I and several others
have observed, is the state of some of our overgrown
hedges. Hedges are an important and intrinsic part of the
Conservation Area and there are a number of restrictive
covenants, including a requirement for the maintenance of
hedges, which apply to all residential properties on the
Estate. There is a similar requirement within the terms of
the Conservation and Management plan. In some cases,
pathways are almost impassable, in others, hedges are
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obscuring light to neighbouring properties and to
allotments, the latter being referred to elsewhere by Rob
Sutton. Hedges should not be removed and if they have
been, should be replaced. There are instances where a
fence has been erected inside the hedge, but this does not
mean that the hedge can be ignored.
To the Nettlefold Garden now, where it’s apparent that
some of the fairies have ‘upsticked’. I’m assured though
that an exciting new development will shortly provide
accommodation for all who need it. I asked for an idiot’s
guide to fairy houses when composing this piece, but it
became clear that this is a subject area that only the
youngest Moor Pool residents can understand. The garden
is such a peaceful place, loved and enjoyed by all who use
it. The other day I heard rather than saw, a group of
children playing in the small wooded area. I was
immediately transported back to the days when children
‘played out’ every day and when it was common practice
to call on a friend to ask whether he or she could ‘come
out to play’. All no longer possible of course for all sorts
of reasons but it was good to allow myself a moment of
nostalgia.
The Resident’s Association have continued, wherever
possible, to pick up residents’ concerns and we hope that
part of a return to normality will mean that we can meet
face to face on a regular basis. In the meantime, as always,
contact can be made at 0121 426 2134 or
johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk. By the time that this is
published, there should have been a coffee morning and it
is to be hoped that other regular activities are able to
resume.
I’ve signed off these contributions in various ways, but
this time will return to the first that I used.
Stay safe
John
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Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

All events are subject to prevailing covid restrictions.

Closing Date

Publication Date

Walking Tour

Thursday, September 9th

25th September 2021

October 2021

Heritage Festival

Sunday, September 12th

20th November 2021

December 2021

Heritage Trust AGM

Sunday, September 26th

22nd January 2022

February 2022

26th February 2022

April 2022

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

Don’t Get in a Flap!
If your Duck does not arrive, gets
eaten by the dog, you want an extra
copy or live off the estate, then the
current issue can be downloaded from
www.duck.moorpool.com.

Community, Education and
Outdoors Manager
Moor Pool Heritage Trust

Past issues are also available from
www.moorpool.com.

Are you passionate about empowering individuals
to actively participate in community life? Do you
enjoy the open spaces of Moor Pool? Can you
coordinate schools and young people’s based
activities?

Can Anywhere Beat This?
Margaret Grove thinks it has one of the oldest residents
on the estate and also the one who has lived longest in
the same house.
Barbara Ikin is 95 and has lived on the estate for the
whole of her life although in 3 different houses.
Norman Jones is 79 and has lived his whole life in the
same house.
Are there any other similar records anywhere?

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a motivated
and skilled community development professional to
lead the development and delivery of our general
education and outdoor programmes at Moor Pool
Heritage Trust.
Please contact Simon Stirling on
simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 07757 790539 if you
are interested in an initial chat.

MOORPOOL

Are you a member of the
Moor Pool Heritage Trust?
It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute
to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the
estate for over three years you can download further
details and a joining form from:
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf

NEWS & WINE
Your friendly family-run local shop with
competitive prices and regular promotions
Delivery service available
New opening times from August 1st:
Monday: 07:00- 19:30

Moor Pool Residents’
Association Subscriptions

Tuesday: 07:00- 19:30
Wednesday: 07:00- 19:30

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box.
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for the
printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the Easter and
Christmas activities.
If you have not done so already, please consider joining.
There’s a form on the back page with details.
The Moor Pool Duck 2
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Thursday: 07:00- 19:30
Friday: 07:00- 19:30
Saturday: 07:00- 19:00
Sunday: 07:00- 14:00
OI2I-428 1061

26 The Circle B17 9DY

Please support your local shop
duck@moorpool.com

Did You Know?
 Data from the ONS has revealed that the average UK

house price rose by over 20% between the Brexit
referendum in June 2016 and March 2021, from
£212,887 to £256,405.
 Archie White is thought to have become Britain’s

oldest graduate after receiving his degree at the age of
96. The amateur painter, who worked as a solicitor
until the age of 92, enrolled on the degree course in
2018 to better acquaint himself with masterpieces by
the great artists.
 Grant Shapps, the transport secretary, has promised to

reduce the amount of “annoying” announcements on
trains and in stations. In a recent white paper, the
transport secretary says there will be “fewer annoying
and repetitious recorded announcements”. During a
journey of two hours and 33 minutes from Manchester
to London last week, passengers were subjected to 17
automated messages, including three doses of: “See it,
say it, sorted.”

 A poll by the European Council on Foreign Relations

revels that 62% of French people believe the EU’s
political system is broken, along with 55% of Germans,
57% of Italians and 52% of Spaniards. 36% of Germans
believe it is working, down from more than 50% seven
months ago.
 Users of dating apps will be able to see whether their

potential partner is not only tall and slim — but also
vaccinated — as part of a campaign to boost the uptake
of Covid jabs among the young. Dating apps including
Tinder, Hinge and Bumble have agreed a deal with the
government that ministers hope will encourage users to
register for the jab.
 The average cost of a pint of beer in London is £5.33,

an increase of 3% on last year, according to a
comparison website. That is £2.26 more than the
average in Perth, Scotland, and double the £2.45 global
average, but much less than the £9.93 cost of a pint in
Dubai.

 Britons have saved an estimated £180bn in their bank

 Reports of possible furlough fraud have doubled since

accounts during the pandemic, and economists predict
a spending spree will help revive the economy in just
over 12 months.

October to more than 26,000. The scheme, which has
cost taxpayers £57bn since it launched a year ago, has
protected around 11.4m jobs. There have also been
24,000 reports of potential misuse of the £46bn
“bounce back” loan scheme.

 Cash was used for only 17% of all payments in 2020 –

down from 45% in 2015 and 56% in 2010.
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Club & Society News
Moorpool Skittles Club

Circle Cinema

Well despite on-going obstacles the
Skittles Club is still here - we may
not be playing yet but have met up
socially for a walk in the park,
weather permitting we will hope to
do it again. We had hoped to start
sessions about now but on reflection
have decided to delay yet again, the alley is a narrow
room with a low ceiling and no windows so getting
adequate ventilation is difficult. We are a small club and
still have a high proportion of members who have
concerns about a return to our usual playing nights. When
we do reopen, it is likely that we will be restricted in
numbers but we do hope that at some stage we will be
playing again and we look forward to welcoming new
members and visitors to our amazing alley, a real piece of
history. One that our club members do enjoy showing off,
it may be a bit low-tech compared to other activities but
there is always a warm welcome, good chat and plenty of
laughs. Sessions are fairly informal and there’s certainly
no pressure to up the skill levels, there is a competition
element but that’s mainly to keep everyone’s interest and
have something to aim for over the playing season. All
our members have missed our club evenings and we can
only keep hoping, keep fingers crossed and trust that we
haven’t lost the knack! Wishing everyone a safe and
happy time in the coming months and ‘watch this space’
for more information. Any queries to
tsuzanne444@gmail.com

The delay in the lifting of
restrictions in June required us to
postpone our planned relaunch on
July 11th.

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club
Harborne Tenants Snooker
Club one of Harborne’s best
kept secrets, has re-opened.
You won’t know the place,
with three fully refurbished tables, fastest than ever, an
exciting array of events, what’s not to like.
Please contact either Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or
Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200.

We are tentatively looking at late
September or October but with the
government intent on pursuing a
bold but potentially destructive path of experimentation in
the face of rising infection rates and hospital admissions,
it’s difficult to confidently predict when we will again be
able to safely sit together to enjoy a film and a bite to eat.
As always, we will keep everyone updated through our
web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are
not already on our mailing list and would like to be,
please contact us through the link below.
Stay safe and sane.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Moorpool Tennis Club
SUMMER EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
AT MOORPOOL TENNIS CLUB
After a damp start to the summer, what
glorious sunshine! Wonderful to see
Wimbledon back after the tournament
had to be cancelled last year. Inevitably it has motivated
even more to come down for a hit.
We've re-introduced Social Tennis on Fridays due to
popular demand, to supplement the usual sessions on
Sunday mornings and Tuesday late afternoons/evenings.
We now also have a Club Singles Ladder for those
looking for more competitive play.
Wednesday lunchtime is a regular slot for the Group
Tennis Class run by Club Coach, Will Hale
Yoga On The Lawn with Andrea Coyne takes place
mostly Thursdays – follow our Twitter account
@MoorpoolClub for announcements.
Sunday 22nd August: MTC Doubles Tournament
Sunday 12th September: Moor Pool Heritage Festival
11am-3pm - We will be open for a variety of fun
activities and a chance to learn more about our 111 year
old club. Do join us!
September (Date TBC) MTC Singles Tournament
We continue to follow Covid-safe guidelines at MTC for
everyone's health and wellbeing.
Thinking of joining us? Email our Membership Secretary
John Lewis giffordlewis@btinternet.com for details – we
have greatly reduced rates for new members!
Chair, Charles Harry
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Club & Society News
The Circle Tennis Club

Moor Pool Allotment Association

Great News, the tennis club is very
nearly back to normal, with the
usual run of Mix-In’s, internal and
external competition matches,
coaching and social events, so it’s
full steam ahead for the club.

You might recall in the last
Newsletter I reported all allotments
had finally been let. Well that soon
changed and we suddenly had 5
available, mostly due to tenants
leaving the Estate. Thankfully in just a few days these
were all re-let, with still a waiting list to satisfy. So, if
you would like an allotment, put your name down please
because clearly the situation can change quickly!

Working within the government
guidelines, normal service has resumed, so book your
courts now.
Membership is at an all-time high, so if you are interesting
in getting involved, please do not hesitate to contact us.
See our website for all the up to-date news,
www.circletennisclub.net. Also if you have any questions,
please contact us at circletennisclub@gmail.com.

Moor Pool Reading Group
Due to illness, it is uncertain when the
Reading Group will again meet. Anyone
interested in joining should contact
Gillian Morgan at
gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for
updated information.

On another note, access to some of the allotments is
proving quite difficult as some local residents are failing
to maintain their garden hedges. Not only are paths
blocked but overgrown hedges look unsightly and detract
from the visual amenity of the Estate. Our hedges are an
intrinsic and important part of the conservation area
which makes it such an attractive and wonderful place to
live. So check the hedge for any nesting birds which by
law are protected and then time for a trim please, and that
goes for some allotment tenants' hedges too.
Rob Sutton. Chair.
Moor Pool Allotment Association

Moor Pool Wildlife Group
Moor Pool Wildlife Group is one of the
many groups that stopped meeting due to
COVID. As with so many aspects of our
lives, it feels as if we’ve lost a year.
However, the time seems right for a new,
if tentative, start! Of course the wildlife itself has never
stopped. Many of us have continued to enjoy interacting
with it in our gardens and spaces such as Nettlefold
Garden. Some people will have contributed to the Big
Garden Birdwatch back in January. Hopefully people are
also contributing to Butterfly Conservation’s Big Butterfly
Count (which runs until August 8th).
Back in 2019 we began thinking about an ecology survey
of the area around the Moor Pool itself. Some progress
has been made with this in spite of lockdown, largely
thanks to the work of an ecology student from
Wolverhampton University, Melissa Norton, who studied
Moor Pool as part of her dissertation on bats. But we need
to do more work to find out what other wonderful species
use the Pool area. When we have more information, we
can work with the Trust and the Fishing and Bowls Clubs,
on improving habitats and increasing the diversity of
species.
If you’re interested in wildlife and would like to find out
more and maybe get involved, do please get in touch!
Cathy Perry
Moor Pool Wildlife Group
cathyperry22@gmail.com
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Nettlefold Notes

Club & Society News

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter
for more updates: @NettlefoldGdn
www.moorpooltrust.com

Circle Cycling Club

Covid 19 restriction notices have now been removed, in
line with government policy. However, Professor Chris
Whitty has warned, “ We're not out of this wood yet. It
has a long way still to run in the UK.”(BBC 16/7)
During June pruning work was done in the garden near
the culvert fence to remove a tree which has been dead
for some time and which was becoming unsafe. The
trunk, covered in ivy, was left standing to a height of
about 12 feet to act as a long-term wildlife haven for
birds and insects.
We have also lost another tree – this one from the bosk.
It was a very elderly laburnum (probably dating from
the original planting of the area) which quietly keeled
over in a very sedate manner – during several weeks.
Our volunteer team, which has recently been joined by
Esther, Sarah, Hakim, and Nik met up to clear it and to
make all 'good and safe'.
The Jubilee Oak – good news!
Thank you to everyone who has donated so generously!
We are suspending our fundraising for the very lovely
reason that the owner of the Alscot estate in
Warwickshire has kindly offered to donate an oak tree
from her estate. Not only is this a kind gesture, but it
takes away the stress of trying to source a tree at a time
when there is terrific competition for trees(!) However,
the donation of a tree gives us the lovely problem of
what to do with the funds that you have already
donated. We will need to use some of the money for a
plaque and tree supports etc. In due course, a refund
will be offered together with some alternative options.
Watch out for details of the Jubilee celebration in June
2022.
Thank you again for your kind support!
__________________________
The Big Butterfly Count runs from 16th July to 8th
August. To take part you need to give 15 minutes
undivided attention to the butterflies in your garden (on
a sunny day!).
This event has been running for 11 years. Last year
resulted in the lowest number of average of sightings
(down 34% on 2019) – despite more people than ever
taking part. Help supply the facts from which action
can be taken! See www.bigbutterflycount.org and
#ButterflyCount.(The site will be open until the end of
the month).
Great Big Green Week 18-28th Sept – Climate
Coalition. Check https://greatbiggreenweek.com for
further news.
The Moor Pool Duck 6

Since the partial lifting of
Covid-19 restrictions on
17th May, we have managed
to keep up our cycling
adventures most Sundays,
although in smaller groups.
Now (since 19th July) we are able to get back to normal,
with larger groups and enjoy the countryside surrounding
Birmingham. On average we travel about 12-18 miles.
For example, on Sunday 18th July we rode, in brilliant
sunshine to Bartley Green Reservoir. There were lots of
cyclists out enjoying the good weather, many were riding
in the St Mary's Hospice sponsored cycle ride. It was a
joy to be out in the fresh air, although it was very hot!
Our rides are professionally lead by a qualified cycling
instructor and fully insured. Don’t worry if you do not
have a bike, we can lend you one and also give you a preride practice to build your confidence, if need be.
We are based on Moor Pool Estate, but some of our
members do come from quite far afield. We welcome
everyone, being a very sociable group, we support one
another along the way. So, if you would like to join the
Club, please get in touch for more details, call : Peter on
0776 340 7810.

Research in Manchester has shown that trees reduce
radiant temperatures from hard surfaces in cities in
summer by 4 – 7ºC. - 'New Scientist' 17/7/21
James Wong reported recently on a 'popular' viral 'scare'
tweet saying that the proportion of nutrients in veg and
fruit has 'declined sharply' in recent years. After much
detective work (he's an expert and had four hours spare
time on a train journey!) he traced the original report that
the statement seems to have been trawled from. He
concluded that comparisons with dodgy statistics quoted
from a century ago are not viable and that things have
been stable for the last twenty years. He also noted that the
two researchers and the consultant all worked for the same
company that sells nutritional diet supplements and which
commissioned the report. 'New Scientist' 17/7/21 p24.
Did you know (?):
'Biodegradable plastic' should not be confused with
compostable plastic. Most 'biodegradable' plastic will
only be broken down by 'natural' means into microplastics,
which will (and are) cumulating in the environment.
The Sahara desert is in total 9,200,000 sq km. If 90,000 of
these were covered with solar panels, enough electricity
would be generated to supply world demand. Source: 99
Maps to save the Planet. Publ: Bodley Head.£16.99
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust
Over the past two to three months, we have
extended a big welcome back to all of our
regular hirers, and Barbara Nomikos makes
mention of each of these in her
accompanying article. In the past week, we
have also resumed private functions, largely
at a weekend and centring upon children’s
parties and other family celebrations. We
have retained our Covid cleaning and
sanitising procedures, including a full clean
between hires, separate entry and exit to the
Hall and strong encouragement towards mask-wearing
(which remains obligatory when talking to our staff and
volunteers indoors).
Now, turning to staffing news:
I would like to pay deep-felt thanks to Rachel West
who is leaving us to take up a full time position in
community engagement with Birmingham City
Council. There can be no better person for such a post.
It’s now almost six years since Rachel joined us and, in
that time, she has transformed her brief from what
initially concentrated very much on school education to
a role encompassing the very popular heritage walks
and talks, the Forest school, informal activities for
children, fundraising and running our community and
educational allotment projects. Rachel is keen to stay
involved in our marvellous community as a volunteer
and we will see her at the Festival in September. So I
am sure everyone will offer a big thank you and
goodbye to Rachel as she departs for BCC, but not for
long!
We will be advertising for Rachel’s replacement
shortly. The position will offer a mixture of
community engagement, education and open spaces
management, so it will be very varied and flexible. We
are very open to term time only working. Please do
contact me for an initial informal chat if you are
interested or look out for the advert.
John Healey makes mention of the need to maintain
hedges and other areas of neighbourliness around the
estate. Quite often people refer potential planning or
other queries to me. The best repository of information
of what can be done in our beautiful conservation area
is in Birmingham City Council’s Character Appraisal &
Management Plan at https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/
downloads/file/1248/
moor_pool_harborne_conservation_area_character_app
raisal_and_management_plan So do please call me, but
I am equally guided by this document! The
conservation and planning officers at the City Council
are helpful as well for initial discussions.
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Enjoy the rest of the summer. We hope that
regular social activity can resume fully,
including the MRA coffee mornings in late
July and September, and dare I say it, we
very much want to lay on a limited, largely
outdoors Moor Pool Festival on September
12th.
And a last date for the diary is the MPHT
AGM scheduled for the afternoon of
September 26th.
I and my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are
always delighted to answer questions or look at
suggestions. Do get in touch – I’m on
simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 07757 790539.
Simon Stirling
Chair
Moor Pool Heritage Trust

Supporting the Trust:
Fund Raising through on-line shopping

easyfundraising
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you’re
buying. These donations really help us out, so please sign
up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You can get
started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=en-n2

Amazon
You can no longer raise funds directly through
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to
support. The direct link is https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
ch/1148252-0. If you then log in through
smile.amazon.co.uk rather than amazon.co.uk you will be
automatically linked to the charity you wish to support and
0.5% of any purchases will be donated to the Trust.
You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to
raise funds for the Trust in this way.
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A Touch of Venice?
Do you still have an original 9
pane Harborne Tenants glass door?
If so you might have wondered
about that unusual glass pattern it
contains. This article stems from
visiting the website for the Chance
Heritage Trust https://
www.chanceht.org/ whose vision
is to regenerate the Chance
Glassworks in Smethwick.
Chances made glass for many
different customers including the
glass used in lighthouses.
Everyday glass was supplied too. The Chance website
has a link to a superb website https://
sashwindowspecialist.com/blog/history-patternedwindow-glass/ listing many different old patterns and
explaining the glassmaking process as it developed.
Wading through the information it appears the Moor Pool
glass is a pattern called ‘Muranese’ and the ‘daisy’ type
of floral pattern was the most popular of all the Victorian
patterned glasses. ‘Muranese’ rolled figured glass was
first produced by the Glasgow Plate Glass Company.
Chance Bros purchased Glasgow Plate Glass in 1907,
which was the year the first Estate houses were
completed. Later Pilkington’s, Chance’s and many others
produced ‘Muranese’ with a choice of small, medium and
large patterns. Did our glass come from Chances or one
of the other suppliers? This type of glass uses a patterned
flat bed with a roller to create the deeply imprinted
pattern from the molten glass.
So where did the name ‘Muranese’ come from? Murano
St is located in an area of Glasgow sometimes referred to
as “The Venice Of The North” due to the number of
canals in the area and so Murano St most likely took its
name from Murano, the famous glass producing Venetian
island. Did the Glasgow Plate Glass Co name their
‘Muranese’ pattern after the street where it was made or
the Venetian Island?
Chance Brothers were once the biggest name in Victorian
sheet glass. The manufacture of rolled plate glass became
of primary importance to Chance Brothers but In 1936,
an agreement was reached whereby Pilkington Brothers
would buy Chance Brothers, over a number of years and
by 1951 Chance had become a wholly-owned subsidiary
of Pilkington’s. The Smethwick factory continued to
produce rolled glass until 1976 closing in 1981.
Moor Pool History & Preservation Society
www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594

Sudoku Solutions

or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com
Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.
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Update on Hall Activities

from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager

I hope that everyone has been enjoying the Summer
weather! The hall continues to be busy in the week
with a variety of activities for all ages and is
surprisingly cool inside in this weather! We are pleased
that we are now able to welcome back events such as
children’s parties at the weekends and have also
welcomed back Got to Sing! In September we are
looking forward to welcoming back the Moor Pool
Toddler Group and have a new Sing and Sign baby and
toddler class starting.
We have updated our Covid Special Conditions of Hire
but continue to take a cautious approach with a slightly
increased but still limited capacity to allow for social
distancing and the same cleaning schedules and covid
safe practices in place and are strongly recommending
that hall users continue to follow these. We hope that
this will provide reassurance to those using the hall.
With the increase in activities at the hall alongside the
additional cleaning we are hugely thankful to our
Caretaker team!
Moor Pool Heritage Festival
Please continue to Save the Date for the 12th Moor
Pool Heritage Festival this year on Sunday 12th
September We are planning to do as much as possible
of the festival outside, starting at 11am, there will be a
programme of performances and activities in and
around Moor Pool Hall. There will be fun for all the
family with Moor Pool’s clubs and classes on hand to
show off their skills or get you involved through
demos, showcasing the groups that continue to use the
hall and Moor Pool’s clubs and societies, a great
opportunity to discover more about Moor Pool’s
history and heritage. Save the date to come and enjoy
the festival or please do get in touch if you are
interested in volunteering!
____________________________________________
While some of our classes are taking a break in August
the following will continue:
Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday) Contact Jen on 07486
511146
Yoga: (Monday & Thursday) Contact Amy on 07554
654 007 www.myyoga.tips
Keep Dancing (Tuesday) over 50’s dance contact Faye
www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
Pilates: (Wednesday) contact Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk
07935927685

Temple Martial Arts: Kickboxing for children and
young adults (Tuesday & Thursday) contact 0121 616
1169 www.temple-martialarts.co.uk
Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://
www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
Diamond Learning Tuition: (Sunday) Catch up
English and Maths classes. Contact
diamondlearningtuition@outlook.com 07434871761
Jayne Francis Councillor surgery (fortnightly
Thursday) 14.30
____________________________________________
In September we welcome back:
Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal
fitness (Monday & Wednesday) Contact Kerry
www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk
Zumba: (Monday) contact Sherene Flash on
07958447741
Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday) contact Shirley
07530244417
Got to Sing (Tuesday evening) contact
www.got2sing.co.uk 03330146164
****NEW**** Sing and Sign (Monday pm) Musical
baby and toddler signing classes. What does your baby
want to say? www.signandsign.co.uk 07380153115
Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing
(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/
birmingham_south
One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday ) 5-14 year
old performing arts please
email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562
Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk
Moor Pool Toddler Group (Friday am)
Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to
pre-schoolers 0121 447 7632 https://rhythmtime.net/
classes/details/27_89
Mezzo Dance: contemporary and ballet classes for
children and young adults. (Friday) https://
www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com
Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk

Capoeira (Saturday) Brazilian dance contact Mathew
at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk
The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
The Moor Pool Duck 9

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Education Update

from Rachel West, Education Project Officer

We have been very fortunate with the warmer weather
over the last few weeks, and the conditions have been
perfect for various walks and activities I have been leading
since the last edition of The Duck. The school sessions
have all gone very well, and the adaptions that were made
to decrease the amount of time spent inside were
successful. As well as this, the full ‘in person’ walk that
was delivered in partnership with SENSE and The Active
Wellbeing Society, which worked very well. As well as
participants from SENSE who attended on the day, the
walk was live streamed on Facebook. So far, this video
has been viewed over 3000 times! It was great to be able
to share the beauty of Moor Pool with a wider audience,
and many thanks must go to Martin Underwood who
provided much needed expertise when we arrived at
Nettlefold Garden. If you missed the live stream, the video
is still available to view on Moor Pool’s Facebook page.
During the last month, I have also been liaising with a
couple of researchers who are interested in finding out
more about the Estate and Harborne Tenants … Chris is
researching the co-partnership aspect of the Estate, and
Keith is particularly interested in the history of the
snooker and billiards club. If you have any records
relating to either of these subjects, please do get in touch
and I will forward your details onto Keith or Chris.
The weather conditions have been very favourable for the
plots on the education allotment. The fruit, vegetable and
weeds have been coming along nicely! We have had a
lovely harvest of
raspberries,
strawberries,
broad beans, and
gooseberries.
Some of you may
be aware of
Harborne’s
prowess in the
gooseberry
growing stakes or
may have seen
the Gooseberry
Cup in Harborne
Library. Our
gooseberry
harvest would
probably not
trouble the leader
board in the
annual
Gooseberry
Show which used
to be an annual

event in Harborne, but I’m sure they will be delicious
nevertheless. If you are interested in finding out more
about the Harborne Gooseberry Society then there is an
interesting article on the Harborne Library Facebook page
which includes images and information. As well planting,
watering, weeding and harvesting, the education
allotmenteers have been fortunate to be gifted a one-off
cash award from Eversheds Sutherland to support our
work in this area. If you own or work for a business who
would like to support the work of Moor Pool Heritage
Trust, then please do get in touch with us to discuss the
opportunities on offer.
Along with many others around Moor Pool, we have been
tentatively planning for the return of Moor Pool Heritage
Festival on Sunday 12th September. As with everything
else over the last sixteen months, these plans are subject to
change. We are trying to deliver more of the Festival in
outdoor areas to reduce the risk of infection for
participants, and with this in mind we have applied to close
a portion of The Circle (between Park Edge and Moor Pool
Avenue) for the 4 hour duration of the Festival on this day.
It is important for us to consult with the community for
this to road closure to happen, so please let me know your
thoughts, either by ‘phone or email. As well as closing the
road, there are all sorts of other activities and stands to
look out for, and as in other years, the Festival will be a
great opportunity to truly appreciate the wonder of Moor
Pool and the people who live here. The Festival is
delivered as part of Heritage Open Days and Birmingham
Heritage Week. We will also be delivering a separate
Moor Pool Walking Tour on 9th September. Details of both
of these events are available on our Facebook page.
The Heritage Festival holds a very special place in my
heart because it was a visit to the Heritage Festival in
September 2015 which introduced me to Moor Pool.
Having seen the community in action, I appreciated what
an incredible place it was. A few months later, in
December 2015, I was fortunate enough to begin work as
the Education Project Officer for Moor Pool Heritage
Trust, and I can honestly say that this role has been the
highlight of my career in heritage. I have now made the
difficult decision to take up a new position within
Birmingham City Council, but I hope that I have made a
positive contribution to the work of the Trust in my five
plus years of working here. I will be continuing to
volunteer at various events, and to support the work of the
Trust in whatever way I can. Thank you to everyone who
has been so supportive of my work at the Trust; Moor Pool
is a truly magical place, and it has been an honour to play a
small part in preserving and celebrating its heritage.
Rachel

Answers to August 2021 Crossword
Down: 1 Sober, 2 Prepared, 3 Rapier, 4 Then, 5 Overawe, 6 Abstemious, 9 Defamatory, 12 Rejected, 14 Despise, 16 Infest, 19 Entry, 20 Idle
Across: 1 Separation, 7 Bible, 8 Pretend, 10 Threaten, 11 Half, 13 Madden, 15 Redeem, 17 Oust, 18 Indecent, 21 Swindle, 22 Tutor, 23 Repeatedly
The Moor Pool Duck 10

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Forgotten English
Sorner
One who sponges upon another; an idle fellow; a sturdy or
threatening beggar.
Alexander Warrack’s Scots Dialectic Dictionary, 1911

Dammerel
An effeminate man, over-fond of the society of women and
disinclined to that of his own.
Charles Mackay’s Lost Beauties of the English Language, 1874

Crastin
The day after, especially after a feast-day or holiday. Used in
the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries via Old French, from
Latin crastinum, tomorrow. Hence the rare verb, crastinate,
to put off till tomorrow, which never found favour in English.
Joseph Shipley’s Dictionary of Early English, 1955

Satyriasis
An irresistible desire in man to have frequent connexion with
females, accompanied with the power of doing so without
exhaustion.
Dr Robley Dunglison’s Dictionary of Medical Science, 1844

Woolward
Without linen next to one’s body, sans chemise.
Jehan Palsgrave’s Dictionary, 1530

James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
Contact lens specialist

0121 448 6606

Dry eye clinics

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com

Spectacle re-glazing service

26 The Circle,

NHS Patients also welcome

Harborne,

in a ‘no pressure’ environment

Birmingham B17 9DY
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August

C R O S S W O R D
by

Across

1

Artemonas

2

3

A Pirates on the turn to split up (10)

7)

Protective over on the French book (5)

8)

Imagine rep upset nurse (7)

5

6
7

1)

4

8

9

10

11
12

10) Ten heart problems could worry (8)
11) Head of the household gives little Alfred an
even share (4)

13

14

15
16

13) Make angry and demand a change (6)
17

15) Save me and a wild deer (6)

18

19

20

17) Expel holy man after university (4)
18) The church is in recess. How rude (8)

21

22

21) Cheat and win in a doctored sled (7)
22) Coach starts to travel up the other road (5)

23

23) Accidently delay Peter over and over again (10)

Down
1)

Flowing robes, muted in colour (5)

2)

All set having shaved in advance (8)

3)

Repair damaged sword (6)

4)

The First of November. Not now (4)

5)

Frighten lady when in debt (7)

6)

Sober sailors ring us after rough time.
(10)

9)

A famed Tory, oddly libellous (10)

Sudoku

12) First robot got thrown out and cast
aside (8)
14) Hate having drinks up in river (7)
16) Overrun if nest is destroyed (6)
19) Guard lost his head on the way in (5)
20) I led the way but I'm lazy (4)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.
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Reference if paying by
electronic transfer:

duck@moorpool.com

