Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb

F

rom the Chair

By the time this is published I hope that the
Residents Association’s AGM will have been
held, when doubtless contributions from Members will
have given us opportunities to look in more detail at old
and new concerns. I’ve sat in this chair now for two
years, when for much of the time I was locked down
with everyone else, but Moor Pool continued to
develop, change and prosper as it always has. Until
someone tells me to stop though, what will not change
will be my jottings about wildlife in my garden, which
has provided me with something to say when there has
not been a great deal else.
I can report then that the local fox(es) continue to
attend at dusk, consuming everything that is offered,
including Butter Chicken Curry, now affirmed as a
particular favourite. During the spell of very warm
weather, the magpies appeared to be making an early
attempt at nest building in the beech tree but stopped
when the temperature dropped. I suspect that someone
is already snorting in derision at this but that’s what it
looked like. The population of wood pigeons appears to
be very healthy unless the eight that I had in the garden
the other day, is all that there is. The beauty parade of
cats continues daily, delayed only by the marking of
individual territories in the usual way. I still miss the
one-eyed cat who had some character and had clearly
seen life, during which he had probably left his mark
on some of these haughty creatures that pass my
kitchen window.,
The Residents Association Committee has continued to
meet and as always has tried to meet the expectations
of residents who have raised concerns. This has not
always been possible, but we have tried to point people
in the right direction if we have not been able to
provide an immediate solution. A common theme
continues to be concern about planning applications
and in some instances the failure to submit them. The
Moor Pool Estate is designated as a Conservation Area
and is subject to a number of restrictive covenants
under the control of Grainger plc. Details can be found
in Section 2 of Birmingham City Council’s Moor Pool
Character Appraisal and Management plan. Apart from

The Moor Pool Duck

Issue 118

February 2022

In this issue:
From the Chair ................................................. 1 & 2
Events & Notices ................................................... 2
Did You Know? ...................................................... 3
Clubs & Societies ............................................. 4 & 5
Forgotten English .................................................... 5
Nettlefold Notes ...................................................... 6
Heritage Trust ......................................................... 7
History Corner ........................................................ 8
Hall Activities Update ............................................. 9
Education Update .................................................. 10
Sudoku .................................................................. 10
Crossword ............................................................. 12

the importance of these provisions, the documents are
an interesting read for anyone who wants to find out
more about the history of this historic Estate.
A subject that regularly crops up is that relating to car
parking and traffic flow, but recently we have received
a number of questions about the provision of charging
points for electric vehicles. We have been in touch with
the City Council who state that at this point the move to
electric vehicles won’t introduce any major changes to
the way that planning permission is approved. The
general question of on street charging is one that
extends across the City and we will continue to provide
updates as we receive them.
My hope is that the Association will not only continue
to provide an outlet for Residents’ concerns but will
also be able to explore ways in which the work can be
expanded. This will only be possible with the addition
of new Committee members and once again, I appeal to
anyone who feels that they have something to
contribute to get in touch with me at
johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk or on 0121 4262134.
Christmas came and went in a somewhat strange and
muted way. I heard of several instances where last
minute changes to plans had to be made because of
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Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

All events subject to prevailing covid restrictions.

Closing Date

Publication Date

Coffee Mornings
(except December)

Last Saturday of the month,
10:30-12:00

26th March 2022

April 2022

28th May 2022

June 2022

History Talk: Augustus Pugin

Tuesday, 24th May

30th July 2022

August 2022

History Talk: Evie Nettlefold

Tuesday, 5th July

24th September 2022

October 2022

History Talk: Glass Museum

Tuesday, 25th October

History Talk : Bricks

Tuesday, 22nd November

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

Don’t Get in a Flap!

(Continued from page 1)

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten
by the dog, you want an extra copy or
live off the estate, then the current issue
can be downloaded from
www.duck.moorpool.com.

Covid, something that I experienced at first hand. Moor
Pool however responded as it always has with bright
lights, baubles, festive figures and decorated street
trees. Santa’s sleigh sleighed and a good number of
carollers carolled, accompanied musically by Geoff
Salminen. The carolling was preceded by the Residents
Association’s and Trust’s Seniors Christmas lunch, an
event made possible only by the initiative and hard
work of Rob and Jan Sutton who were supported by
Maureen, Norma and Tina. Nine eaters ate and a good
time was had by all.

Past issues are also available from
www.moorpool.com.

Streetsafe Pilot Service
StreetSafe is a pilot service for anyone to anonymously
tell us about public places where you have felt or feel
unsafe, because of environmental issues, eg street
lighting, abandoned buildings or vandalism and/or
because of some behaviours, eg being followed or
verbally abused.
Please note: 'StreetSafe' is not for reporting crime or
incidents.
If something has happened to you or someone you know
(including in public spaces online) you can call us
on 101 or find out what online reporting services are
available.
Encourage people you know to use StreetSafe too. With
more reports, we are able to spot common issues around
safety in certain areas.
Visit the national police website to make a report on
StreetSafe. Access the StreetSafe reporting tool: https://
www.police.uk/pu/notices/streetsafe/street-safe/
Remember, StreetSafe is not a crime reporting tool. If
you want to report a crime you can live chat 8am –
midnight on our website or call 101.

Finally, and despite the lifting of restrictions, I will sign
off as I have always done in one form or another, by
saying, stay safe.
John

Did You Know?
The thermostat knobs in many hotel bedrooms don't
work: they're rigged to save electricity.

Are you a member of the
Moor Pool Heritage Trust?
It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute
to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the
estate for over three years you can download further
details and a joining form from:
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf

Moor Pool Residents’
Association Subscriptions
If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box.
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for
the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the
Easter and Christmas activities.

NEWS & WINE

If you have not done so already, please consider joining.
There’s a form on the back page with details.

Please support your local shop
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Did You Know?
 Maya Angelou has become the first black woman ever
featured on the US quarter. The poet and activist, who
died in 2014 at the age of 86, was also the first black
woman to write and perform a poem at a presidential
inauguration. Coins are planned for other pioneering
women - including an astronaut, a tribal chief and an
actor - as part of the American Women Quarters
programme.
 Chelmsford, in Essex, has been crowned the “Costa
capital” of the country, with more Costa coffee outlets
than any other town in Britain. It has 25 within two miles
of its centre (ten of them actual cafés, the others
takeaway machines in supermarkets and petrol stations).
Cheltenham came second, with 22. Across the country,
Costa has 2,681 outlets, to Starbucks’ 1,025.
 Sellers made an average of £95,360 profit when they
sold their home last year, figures show. This ranged from
those selling detached houses for £151,840 more than
they bought them to those selling flats and pocketing
£54,690.
 Analysis by Swiss Ramble has revealed that operating
losses in the Premier League and Championship in the
last 10 years are a staggering £7bn with Chelsea “leading
the way” with £658m, followed by Aston Villa £582m,
Man City £580m and Everton £408m. Only three clubs
have produced operating profits: Man Utd £461m, Spurs
£137m and Burnley £37m.

The Moor Pool Duck 3

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Club & Society News
Moor Pool Wildlife Group

Circle Cinema

As the snowdrops push up through last
year’s dead leaves, early spring is a good
time for looking back at the old year and
forward to the new.

Although infection rates remain
high, restrictions are now being
relaxed and we are hopefully
over the worst. All being well
we can anticipate a return to
holding screenings later in the
year.

COP26 happened last year - remember
that? The Wildlife Trusts have said that COP26 took baby
steps forward when giant leaps were needed. And they’ve
launched a new campaign calling for at least 30% of the
UK’s land to be protected for nature’s recovery by 2030,
because helping nature helps fight climate change and
improves our own wellbeing. Find out more about 30 by
30 at https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30by30.
What would our estate be like if at least 30% of our
gardens were actively protecting nature? It’s often said
that if you get the insects right, the rest will follow. That
means seeing nettlebeds, bramble patches and tussocky
grass as insect nurseries rather than wastelands. It means
leaving lawns to grow longer and last year’s seedheads
standing until spring. We can do a huge amount for nature
by doing less in the garden!
What will 2022 bring for nature on Moor Pool? And what
support would you like from the Wildlife Group? We plan
to get some experts in to look at the ecology of the Pool –
would you like to join in? Would you like talks or
practical demonstrations around ecology or gardening for
wildlife? Please drop me a line with your thoughts and
ideas – we’d love to hear from you!
Cathy Perry
Moor Pool Wildlife Group
e:cathyperry22@gmail.com

Did You Know?
 Seaweed diet cuts the gas from cattle.
 The Oxford English Dictionary chose ‘vax’ as the word
of 2021.

As always, we will keep everyone updated through our
web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are
not already on our mailing list and would like to be,
please contact us through the link below.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Moorpool Skittles Club
Our Monday night sessions
continue and how lovely it has
been to get back to playing
skittles. For the moment we are
staying as one session a week on a Monday evening from
7.30p.m - but we are planning to
start twice weekly for our
summer season which usually starts in April - most likely
Mondays and Wednesdays. We remain a small but
friendly club, sessions for now do have some measures
associated with keeping everyone safe due to Covid but
that doesn't stop the fun and enjoyment. We would love to
welcome visitors or new members - over 16years only due
to insurance. As we are a small band of players there are
times when we have to cancel so if you would like to
come along it would be good to contact first. Entrance to
the alley is via the lower hall, we are asked to wear a
facemask on arrival, hand sanitiser is available.
Further details from Tina - tsuzanne444@gmail.com

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club
Moor Pool Reading Group

Harborne Tenants Snooker
Club one of Harborne’s best
kept secrets, has re-opened.
Great News, the ’6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP
SERIES 2021/2022’ is in full swing, with several great
matches played, but who will win the fabulous prizes.
Although it is only for members, there is still time to join.
Please contact either Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or
Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200.
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In December the book we read was Crow
Lake by Mary Lawson. A first novel,
published almost twenty years ago, by a
Canadian author, it has been widely
translated, and has won awards. This
touching book is recommended by the
Reading Group, as a very enjoyable read.
The Group will meet again on Thursday,17th February,
2022, at 7pm when we will discuss The Mercies, by Kiran
Milwood Hargrave. New members are welcome
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Club & Society News

Forgotten English
Dub-skelper
One who makes his way with such expedition as not to
regard the road he takes, whether it be clean or foul;
applied to a young clerk in a banking office whose principal
function is to run about giving intimation when bills are
due.
John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, 1808

Misprison
Scorn, neglect or contempt. In Common Law, a neglect or
oversight, as where a person is privy to some treason or
felony committed by another, and neglects to reveal it to
the king or his council, or to a magistrate, but entirely
conceals it. This is called misprision of these crimes. In cases
of misprision of treason, the offender is to be imprisoned
during the king’s pleasure, and to forfeit goods and
chattels, with the profits of his lands etc. But in the
misprision of a felony, the offender is only to be punished
with fine and imprisonment, and to remain in prison until
the fine is paid.
James Barclay’s Dictionary of the English Language, 1848

Hurling

Ratt-rime
Originally, a rhyme or piece of poetry used in charming and
killing rats. The term came to mean halting metres, doggerel,
a tirade of nonsense.
John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, 1808

The fanciful idea that rats were commonly rhymed to death
in Ireland arose probably from some metrical charm or
incantation used there for that purpose.
Robert Nare’s Glossary of the Works of English Authors, 1859

Panel-crib
A brothel specially fitted for robbery. A woman, picking up a
stranger, takes him to a panel-house. The room has means of
secret ingress - door frames, moveable panels, and the backs
of wardrobes, swinging noiselessly on oiled hinges. As the
woman engages her victim, an accomplice enters the room,
rifles his pockets, and retires. Then, coming to the door, he
knocks and demands admission. The victim hastily dresses,
leaves by another exit, and discovers that the whole thing is
a plant.
Farmer & Henley’s Slang and Its Analogs, 1904

Ventriloquist

Grass-week
Rogation-week, so call’d in the Inns of Court and Chancery,
because of the commons [meals] of that week consist
chiefly of sallets [salads], with hard eggs, green sauce etc.
Edward Phillips’s New World of English Words, 1706

Spuddle
To go about a trifling business as if it were a matter of grave
importance. To assume airs of importance without
occasion.
Charles Mackay’s Lost Beauties of the English Language, 1874

Ratt-rime
Originally, a rhyme or piece of poetry used in charming and
killing rats. The term came to mean halting metres,
doggerel, a tirade of nonsense.
John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, 1808

One that has an evil spirit speaking in his belly, or one that,
by use and practice, can speak out of his belly, not moving
his lips.
Thomas Blount’s Glossogrophia, 1656
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Hurling was formerly one of the most favourite diversions
of the natives of Cornwall. But this diversion has much
declined during the last thirty years, probably through the
many accidents occasioned by the violence of the exercise,
and the severe blows given in the course of play. The game
consisted in throwing, or hurling, a ball of wood about
three inches in diameter . . . into the hands of a partner
who, in his turn, was to exert his utmost efforts to convey it
to his own goal, which was often three or four miles distant
from that of his adversaries. The number of players was
indeterminate, but generally from forty to sixty on a side.
Joseph Taylor’s Antiquitates Curiosoe, 1819

The fanciful idea that rats were commonly rhymed to death
in Ireland arose probably from some metrical charm or
incantation used there for that purpose.

www.moorpool.com
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Nettlefold Notes
Our Jubilee Oak – further development.
Our oak is now 'official' and has been recorded on
the Queen's Green Canopy website
queensgreencanopy.org. Bizarrely, our tree
appears on the QGC map next to Harborne
Academy - this is due to their policy of
randomising locations - rather than our inability
to pin a tree on a map! We've been given a 'virtual
plaque' - see image - and we're now discussing
the wording for a physical plaque which will be
positioned near the tree. The wording for this is
not yet finalised. The draft version (i.e. open to
revision) is:
Nettlefold Garden Jubilee Oak
This tree has been planted, and the seat
refurbished, to celebrate the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee, June 2022.
Tree kindly donated by the Alscot
Estate, Warks.
As well as the tree, we have an original bench from the
estate which we are refurbishing. This will be placed near
the tree and set in a brick base similar to the other seats.
Stop Press! Spring is coming! -The snowdrops are well
out! (30/1/22)
Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for
more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com
______________________________________________
The hundred biggest fossil fuel producers have been the
source of 71% of carbon emissions. In 2021 sixteen of
these companies have run some 1700 'greenwashing'
adverts on Facebook and Instagram. Source: New
Scientist 20/11/21.
"I sat down and my (careers) teacher said: There's no
point in you sitting here, because you're going to amount
to nothing." - Jay Blades presenter of The Repair Shop on
BBC. (JB was a 'problem' at school as he has dyslexia).
Source: Big Issue 13/12/21 (See also BBC Catch up: Jay
Blades: learning to read at 51).
Reading is good for you! 'Books in childhood home
provide brains boost for life. Intellectually stimulating
activities, like reading, are known to create extra
connections in the brain that buffer it against degenerative
processes like those in Alzheimer's.' - New Scientist
1/10/21
The new edition of the Oxford Junior Dictionary (2007)
deliberately omitted: acorn, adder, ash, beech, bluebell,
buttercup catkin, conker, cowslip, cygnet, dandelion, fern.
hazel, heather, heron, ivy, kingfisher, lark, mistletoe,
nectar, newt, otter, pasture and willow – because they
were ' no longer relevant to twenty-first century
childhood'.
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Starts Tuesday 8th Feb

Did You Know?
2021 was world’s fifth hottest year. The last seven years
were the world’s hottest on record, with the first analysis
of global temperature in 2021 showing it was 1.2C above
pre-industrial levels. Data from the Copernicus Climate
Change Service shows 2021 was the world's fifth hottest
year, and the past seven years were the hottest on record.
US researchers also found that ocean temperatures were
the hottest recorded for the sixth consecutive year, which
scientists also attribute to climate change.
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust
A quick update for residents since the Christmas Duck:

Hall Usage
You will see elsewhere that hall activity is now
approaching pre-covid levels with many group
activities for both adults and children now available.

Property
Both of our flats at 25 and 27 The Circle are now let.
We are raising quotes for installation of central heating
at no 27.

Nettlefold Garden
The Jubilee Oak Tree planted in November (kindly
donated by The Alscot Estate in Warwickshire) has
now been recognised on the Queen’s Green Canopy
web site and free Tai Chi and Qi Gong classes will
commence on Tuesday mornings.

Log Sale
We held another successful log sale on January 16th and
our team of volunteers will be energetically cutting and
splitting to replenish stocks in anticipation of our third
of the season in late February.

Carless Ecology Centre
As the weather improves, we will be adding finishing
touches to the cabin and greenhouse and filling the
raised beds ahead of spring planting.

Fund Raising
As we approach the time of year when people may be
looking at booking summer holidays in the optimistic
hope that they will not only be able to get to their
destination, but also back again, could I remind people
of the opportunity of raising funds through clickthrough at Easyfundraising (details opposite). These
cost you nothing but raise valuable funds for the
improvement of community facilities.
Andrew Hackett
Moor Pool Heritage Trust

Supporting the Trust:
Fund Raising through on-line shopping

easyfundraising
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time
you shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will
donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no
matter what you’re buying. These donations really
help us out, so please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s
easy and FREE! You can get started at https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=en-n2

Amazon
You can no longer raise funds directly through
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you
can select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity
you wish to support. The direct link is https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0. If you then log in
through smile.amazon.co.uk rather than
amazon.co.uk you will be automatically linked to the
charity you wish to support and 0.5% of any
purchases will be donated to the Trust.
You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising
with other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those
helping to raise funds for the Trust in this way.

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
The Moor Pool Duck 7

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

History Corner
The Bell Board

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.

Discounted service available.

If you have one of these then you might just live in
Carless Avenue. Certainly the one pictured is from a
house there. Electric bells, made possible by the invention
of the battery, were introduced into country houses from
the 1860s onwards. The bell itself made use of an
electromagnet linked to an armature with a small hammer.
When an electrical circuit was created, the electromagnet
caused the armature to move and the attached hammer to
strike the bell.

Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.

The locations on the Carless board are: Front Door, Hall,
Dining Room, Drawing Room, Bathroom?? Bedrooms 1,
2 and 3.

Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594
or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com

For the servant delivering that fresh bar of soap, the heart
of the electrical bell system was the indicator board: a
shallow, glass-fronted case displaying a number of the
small, named apertures. When the call came, a bell close
to the board rang and a coloured disc behind the aperture
moved, thus indicating where the servant was required.
The picture below shows the workings of a bell of which
the outer case looks very similar to the Carless one. The
levers which pass across to the right are to reset the
moving discs although the Carless bell does not appear to
have these.

Interior Picture Courtesy of Browns Antiques & Reclamation

There are many different shapes and configurations
around the country, usually to be seen in National Trust
properties. If you have a Moor Pool one, a closer look
would be appreciated.
Moor Pool History & Preservation Society
www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk
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Update on Hall Activities

from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager

December seems a long time ago now but is historically
one of the highlights of the year in terms of events, so it
was lovely that these could continue after the limitations
of the previous year. Thank you for everyone who joined
and participated in our festive December activities,
coming to see Father Christmas, and adding your
decorations to the trees on Carless Avenue and all your
donations. A special thank you to all the Moor Pool elves,
particularly the youngest Gen-3 volunteers who were
officially inaugurated into the Moor Pool volunteer team,
including my own – Sofia who was very proudly jingling
her bells after Santa’s sleigh for her second year as an elf.
It was lovely to be able to come together as a community
again this year with the return of the grotto and Carol
Walk. We hope you all enjoyed participating, thank you
to all the new and regular volunteers who made these
events such a success. We look forward to doing it all
again next year!
Moving on to the New Year there is lots going on –
progress is being made on the new website, we are
planning this year’s events, and hosting a University of
Birmingham placement this year, as we did before the
pandemic. Bookings in the hall have also been very busy
as we head in to 2022 and have a steady flow of
confirmed hires coming in for the first half of the year. It
is feeling very much like it used to in terms of limited
availability! We advise planning ahead as we are booking
up quickly. We are now taking more than one booking a
day for weekend hires but with a larger gap between
bookings and for now we continue with the same cleaning
schedules and covid safe practices to keep our hall users
safe and in line with the ACRE guidance on village halls
which we continue to follow.
The hall also continues to be busy during the week as you
will see from below with a variety of activities for all
ages. We do have new regular hire availability for
Wednesday evenings so please get in touch if this of
interest.
Wishing you all a very happy 2022!

 Harborne Village Women’s Institute: (2nd Tuesday

of the month)
 Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal

fitness (Wednesday) Contact Kerry
www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk
 Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954

abi@yogahart.co.uk
 Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30 ) over 50’s dance

contact Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
 Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact

Shirley 07530244417
 Capoeira (Saturday 10am ) Brazilian dance contact

Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk
CHILDREN’S CLASSES:
 Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing

(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/
birmingham_south
 Sing and Sign (Monday pm) Musical baby and toddler

signing classes. What does your baby want to say?
www.signandsign.co.uk 07380153115
 Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://

www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
 One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school )

5-14 year old performing arts please
email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562
 Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk
 Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to

pre-schoolers 0121 447
 7632 https://rhythmtime.net/classes/details/27_89
 Mezzo Dance: contemporary and ballet classes for

children and young adults. (Friday after school) https://
www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
 Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday

10.00)

ADULT CLASSES:
 Pilates: (Monday 13.30pm & Wednesday 15.30pm )

contact Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk 07935927685
 Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com
Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk

Jen on 07486 511146
 Rifle Club (Monday and Wednesday evening)
 Yoga: (Monday 19.30pm ) Contact Amy on 07554 654

007 www.myyoga.tips

Answers to February Crossword

Down: 1) Blank; 2) Lee; 3) Examine; 4) Trashy; 5) Crazy; 6) Come and go; 7) Arcades; 11) Augmented; 13) Bullish; 15) Reneged; 16) Crimea; 18)
Serve; 19) Slave; 22) Alb

Across: 1) Baldest; 5) Cocoa; 8) Arena; 9) Anaemic; 10) Knavishly; 12) And; 13) Bagged; 14) Grades; 17) Lee; 18) Strenuous; 20) Interim; 21) Ghana;
23) Hedge; 24) Audible
The Moor Pool Duck 9
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Education Update

from Louise Deakin, Education, Engagement and Outdoors Officer

Hi everyone, hope you had a great Christmas and New
Year. January is over and there are lots of events coming
up at Moor Pool for the year.
You may have noticed a few bird pictures around the
estate – these are for the RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch.
The idea is to get residents, especially children, thinking
about the natural world and exploring the green spaces
on the estate, such as Nettlefold Garden, the Orchard
and the community allotment. There are also DIY bird
feeder kits outside the front of the hall (while stocks
last!) – Please help yourself and tag us on facebook,
twitter or instagram if you make one or have taken part
in the Big Garden Bird Watch.
There are family-friendly activities taking place during
February half-term. All activities are free and drop-in
but children must be accompanied by adults at all times:
 Monday - Lego workshop in Lower Hall, 10-12 or

1-3
 Thursday - Story stone painting in Lower Hall, 10

-11.30 or 12-1.30
Come along and paint a character, a place, an action, or
a word on a stone. I have already collected some stones,
but if you happen to see any spectacular ones around the
estate, please bring them along. The story stones are
intended to go in the Orchard and Nettlefold Garden, so
people enjoying the spaces can make up their own
stories.

It would be great to have volunteers helping out during
these two activities. Tasks include setting up tables,
chairs, and craft materials. If you’d like to help out for a
few hours please email me, Louise at
education@moorpoolhall.com
Moor Pool’s popular history talks return in 2022! The
following talks are confirmed:
 24th May - Rachel West on architect and designer,

Augustus Pugin
 5th July - Henrietta Lockhart, Collections Officer at

Winterbourne on Evie Nettlefold
 25th October - Steven Hearn, curator at Stourbridge

Glass Museum on Stourbridge glass
 22nd November – Elizabeth Thomson on the Bricks

that built your house
Details of times, ticket price and how to purchase will be
in the next Duck.
This week I met with members of the community
allotment, Nettlefold Garden, Wildlife group, and
interested residents to show them the Carless Ecology
Centre. The aim of the visit was to introduce them to the
space and give an idea of what's possible and how it can
support activities that already exist around the estate. The
Carless Ecology Centre will be a space for planting, skill
sharing between the generations, craft and social activities
which benefit mental health and wellbeing, mindfulness
sessions, sunflower growing competition and more! If you
have ideas for activities or want to be part of the team
which helps with growing, please get in touch.

Sudoku
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Sudoku Solutions

James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
0121 448 6606

Contact lens specialist

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Dry eye clinics
Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com
26 The Circle,

Spectacle re-glazing service

Harborne,
Birmingham B17 9DY
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February

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

C R O S SWO R D
by

Across

Artemonas

1)

Crazy beast round party has least hair (7)

5)

Clown with a drink (5)

8)

Are first new athletes here? (5)

9)

A cinema could be result of loss of iron (7)

10) Sounds like part of a church is almost holy
cheekily (9)

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
17

18

19

12) Some of the shandy as well (3)
13) Caught a horse with a broken bead (6)
14) Measures red gas perhaps (6)

20

21

22

17) He’s out of the wind (3)
18) It’s exhausting under French and German
mess (9)

23

24

20) Bury ‘im meanwhile (7)
21) Good health, as no anarchist led here (5)
23) Bet both ways in the garden (5)
24) Build in hospital department? – I can hear you! (7)

Down
1)

Side of river has left nothing there (5)

11) Added to poor argument with journalist right away (9)

2)

It’s not true when flat out (3)

13) Animal is hard but optimistic (7)

3)

Test old African leader when out East (7)

15) Went back on possible green journalist (7)

4)

Rubbish tree in 5 points (6)

16) Felony on a war torn peninsular (6)

5)

That paving’s mad (5)

18) Start a game at the table? (5)

6)

Back and forth like a caged moon (4,3,2)

19) East European round in chains? (5)

7)

Composer follows the curve for the homes of
pinball machines (7)

22) Vestment of legal bishop (3)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.
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Reference if paying by
electronic transfer:

duck@moorpool.com

