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rom the Chair

I’ve always said that you’ve got to have a nose
for it. It’s nothing to do with the scent of early
flowering shrubs or the snowdrops that preceded them.
It’s more than that. It’s indefinable. It’s in the air and of
course it’s Spring. Having written this, I realise that it
sounds like an introduction to one of Chris Packham’s
‘Watch’ programmes, but I’ll take the advice of Phil
Space and leave it in. It’s a reminder too of how little
Moor Pool has changed in the many years since I
discovered it and moved in. People who have lived here
for as long as I have, and some who have been here longer
have said to me that it’s not the same; a point of view that
I can understand. Too many cars, too much through traffic
and so on. In essence though, it’s still the same place.
Despite the hectic pace of life and the restrictions of the
last couple of years. people still look out for each other,
and I continue to hear about the many acts of kindness
that in themselves may seem insignificant, but which
collectively combine as one of the integral features of this
beautiful estate in which we live. Another feature of
course, over the years has been Moor Pool’s involvement
at times of national celebration and you will find details
below of the plans for the Platinum Jubilee on 4th June.
On the Margaret Grove wildlife front, I can report on a
collective response to the several concerns that were
raised about the condition of a fox which is suffering from
mange. The substance used to treat fleas in other animals
can be effective against mange but administering it to a
wild animal is a problem, as of course is ensuring that the
right animal receives the dose. The Moor Pool Wildlife
Group obtained supplies and in stepped Graham, my nextdoor neighbour, to whom the fox in question has been a
regular visitor for a long time. He adds drops of the
substance to food which he puts out every evening at
about the same time. He whistles and the fox appears, eats
the food and departs. Graham tells me that there are
positive signs of improvement. Thanks are due also to the
person who on a very wet evening, arrived at my door
with a large pack of dog biscuits, “for the fox”.
As I was writing this, I was startled by two heavy thumps
on the roof of the bay window and looked out to see two
overweight wood pigeons belly flopping down to clear up
leftovers from the feeders which had been discarded by
the many goldfinches that visit.
The Residents Association continues to receive questions
from residents on a variety of matters but the subject that
crops up most frequently is that of planning, particularly
in respect of proposed alterations to houses and their
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surrounding land. The test always should be whether
proposals meet the standards set out in the Birmingham
City Council’s Moor Pool Estate Conservation Area
Character Appraisal and Management Plan. Within these
general enquiries the subject of dropped kerbs to enable
vehicular access has been raised by several residents, and
the position here is very clear. Such proposals would not
meet these standards.
A site meeting was held with the City Council’s Principal
Local Engineer and Councillor Fowler to consider
proposals for dealing with the frequent encroachment of
vehicles on to grass verges, by the provision of measures
to prevent and discourage the practice. As with everything
else, any works will be subject to the availability of funds.
I’ll tack on here my regular reminder to everyone to keep
hedges and shrubs trimmed, particularly where they are
next to the many alleyways on the Estate.
On to lighter stuff now. Visitors to The Circle cannot but
help to have noticed the splendid wooden trough situated
between the two shops. The trough and its contents were
purchased with some of the money generously donated by
Barbara Ikin. Thanks are due to Maureen Mauser who
made it all possible.
On the 4th June when the nation will be celebrating the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we will be holding a Family
Event in the Moor Pool Hall starting at 15:00. It will take
the form of a bring your own picnic, but beverages will be
available. Professional entertainment and music will be
provided, and we are on the lookout for singers. Anyone
who would like to offer their talent in this direction should
contact Jill Howes at moorpoolhall@gmail.com or on

www.moorpool.com
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Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

All events subject to prevailing covid restrictions.

Closing Date

Publication Date

Coffee Mornings
(except December)

Last Saturday of the month,
10:30-12:00

21st May 2022

June 2022

30th July 2022

August 2022

History Talk: Augustus Pugin

Tuesday, 24th May

24th September 2022

October 2022

Heritage Trust AGM

Saturday, 28th May

26th November 2022

December 2022

Jubilee Picnic at the Hall

Saturday, 4th June

28th January 2023

February 2023

Nettlefold Jubilee Oak

Sunday, 5h June

25th March 2023

April 2023

History Talk: Evie Nettlefold

Tuesday, 5th July

Heritage Festival

Sunday, 11th September

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

History Talk: Glass Museum

Tuesday, 25th October

History Talk : Bricks

Tuesday, 22nd November

Residents’ Association AGM

Saturday, 28th January 2023

Don’t Get in a Flap!
If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten
by the dog, you want an extra copy or
live off the estate, then the current issue
can be downloaded from
www.duck.moorpool.com.

Jubilee Edition
Please note that the copy date for the June edition has
been bought forward by a week to accommodate details
of any local Platinum Jubilee events.

The Moorpool in Bloom team have decided to do
something different this year.
In place of the annual Plant Sale we will be taking a stall
at the Jubilee Oak Celebrations on Sunday 5th June 2022
to be held in the Nettlefold Garden, where a limited
range of plants will be available.

Past issues are also available from
www.moorpool.com.

Are You Up To Date?
The Residents’ Association web site lists all the Clubs
and Societies on the Estate. Please let us know if
anything need updating. Details in the page footer.

If you would like to join the Moorpool in Bloom team,
please contact Joy or Colin Brain on 0121 427 5520. No
previous experience or horticultural knowledge required.

Paper boy or girl wanted

Margaret Grove Tree Works

For Saturday and Sunday deliveries. Must be over 13
years old. Please pop in and have a chat with Mandi at
Moorpool News and Wine on The Circle.

Margaret Grove will be closed for tree works on 7th
April, 8am - 3pm. Leafleting has been patchy and it may
also affect work commuting or school runs for others.

Circle Cinema needs your help

Are you a member of the
Moor Pool Heritage Trust?

Circle Cinema are planning to relaunch in the Autumn
but need helpers to set up and take down the screen and
projection equipment (see page 4).

Moor Pool Residents’
Association Subscriptions

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute
to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the
estate for over three years you can download further
details and a joining form from:
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box.
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for
the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the
Easter and Christmas activities.

NEWS & WINE

If you have not done so already, please consider joining.
There’s a form on the back page with details.

Please support your local shop
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From the Chair (continued from page 1)

Nettlefold Garden Celebrates

0121 426 2575. Tickets will be £1 and will be available in
the shop after Easter. Further details will be given on
posters around the Estate.

the planting of an oak tree for
the Queen’s Green Canopy,
part of the Platinum Jubilee 2022

Finally, if anyone one wants to contact me, I can be
reached at johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk or on 0121 426
2134.

Sunday 5th June from 10.30am
Tree-welcoming at 11am with
special guest, BBC Radio WM’s
‘Laughing Gardener’, Darren Rudge

Remember to stay clear of scammers, con artists and
Covid. There’s a lot about.
Stay safe
John

The ‘Oaky MacOakface’ competition
Quercus robur (latin name for oak) is rather formal can you give our oak tree a better name?
Email your entry by 4th June to
nettlefoldgarden@gmail.com

Plus, at the same event

Moor Pool in Bloom ‘Mini’ Plant Sale
Selection of plants for sale
(no large scale bedding plant offer this year)
plus free trees
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Club & Society News
Moor Pool Wildlife Group

Circle Cinema

Not everyone loves toads. But I’m
fascinated by what I think of as the
‘under-storey’ of garden ecology.
Never mind blue tits, butterflies,
and other flashy stuff. I want to
know what’s going on at ground
level, and why. Underground,
there’s a massive recycling operation going on. Every leaf
that falls, every drop of butterfly poo is steadily turned
into compost by a host of hard-working micro-organisms,
and on the surface beetles, slugs and snails tuck into the
larger organic waste. Imagine for a moment, what the
world would be like without these amazing creatures –
we’d be up to our ears in detritus in no time! But imagine
again a world without amphibians – we’d be up to our
ears in slugs, snails, beetles … It turns out to be all about
natural balance. And where we see frogs, toads and newts
we can be sure that the local ecosystem is healthy.

With the usual covid caveat, we
are planning to test our
equipment in the next couple of
weeks with a view to a relaunch
in the Autumn.

In the last few weeks, garden ponds have been hubs of
frog activity with masses of spawn being produced. Newts
have now arrived in my pond and will soon start egglaying. I’ve planted water forget-me-not which seems to
be their favourite plant. The females lay an egg on each
leaf and carefully roll up the leaf to protect it – it’s
fascinating to watch! Of course, amphibians only use the
water to breed and in their tadpole stage. The rest of the
time they seek out cool, damp places like compost heaps
and rockeries. We can make a difference to the
amphibians and the local wildlife in our gardens by
cherishing these habitats.
But going back to the toads. It seems they are more
talented than I first thought. A recent study found that
toads, yes, our native toad, Bufo bufo, have been found
climbing trees!
Cathy Perry
Wildlife group

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club
Harborne Tenants Snooker
Club, one of Harborne’s best
kept secrets, has re-opened.
Great News, the ’6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP
SERIES 2021/2022’ is in full swing, with several great
matches played, but who will win the fabulous prizes.
Although it is only for members, there is still time to join.
Please contact either Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or
Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200.
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But we do need help.
Our committee has faithfully
attended to set up and take down the equipment for each
screening but we are now down to minimum numbers and
should one of us succumb to illness, or even a positive
covid test, we would face considerable difficulties.
We are therefore putting out a shout for helpers in
assembling equipment before a screening and
disassembly afterwards. And if anyone is interested in
getting more involved and join our committee that would
be a bonus.
If you can assist, on a regular or casual basis, please
contact us through the e-mail link below.
As always, we will keep everyone updated through our
web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are
not already on our mailing list and would like to be,
please contact us through the link below.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Moorpool Skittles Club
Our Monday night sessions
continue and how lovely it has
been to get back to playing
skittles. For the moment we are
playing one session a week - on a
Monday evening from 7.30p.m but we are considering starting
twice weekly for our summer
season which usually starts in April - most likely
Mondays and Wednesdays. In ‘normal’ times we play
three hands on the flat alley followed by a coffee break
then three hands on the round alley - as yet we are playing
straight through without a break but again it is hoped that
we can resume that before too long. We remain cautious
owing to the alley being a small space with limited
ventilation. We are a small but friendly club, sessions for
now do have some measures associated with keeping
everyone safe due to Covid but that doesn't stop the fun
and enjoyment. We would love to welcome visitors or
new members - over 16years only due to insurance. As we
are a small band of players there are times when we have
to cancel at short notice so if you would like to come
along it would be good to contact first. Entrance to the
alley is via the Lower Hall, we hope to see you soon. For
more info please contact Tina - tsuzanne444@gmail.com

www.moorpool.com
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Club & Society News
The Circle Tennis Club

Moor Pool Reading Group

Circle Tennis Club will be accepting
new members from its waiting list
from 1st April 2022. If you’re
interested in joining, please take the
opportunity to sign up to our waiting
list on https://www.circletennisclub.net/

At the February meeting we discussed
The Mercies by Kiran Millwood
Hargrave. This is a well researched
historical novel based on the real life
witch hunt in 17th century Norwegian
island of Vargo which led to the death of
91 people .

Our team practice starts again soon as the clocks turn back
- we are excited to get the new season under way!

Kiran Millwood Hargrave is a poet and this is her first
novel . She builds up a mesmerising claustrophobic
atmosphere of this isolated island which has lost most of
its men in a horrific storm . Through the development of
an intense relationship between the two main characters
she explores how quickly prejudices and superstitions can
turn to murder and the courage needed to oppose this . An
intimate story of love and hope with modern parallels in
the treatment of women and minority communities.
The group were positive about the novel .
Our next meeting is on Thursday 7th April in the
Moorpool lower hall, The Circle . We meet from 7.308.30 and will be discussing Where the Crawdads Sing by
Delia Owens . You are welcome to join us . For further
information please contact Gillian Morgan gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk

Forgotten English
Dead-pay
Pay continued to a dead soldier, taken by dishonest
officers for themselves.
Walter Skeat’s Glossary of Tudor and Stuart Words, 1914
Type of fraud where army officers left the deaths of
soldiers unreported so as to appropriate their pay.
Thomas Wright’s Dictionary of Obsolete and Provincial English, 1857

Steehopping

Get ready for the platinum jubbly. A Chinese
manufacturer made 10,800 teacups, mugs and plates to
mark the Queen’s platinum jubilee. There was only one
problem: they all had the inscription: “To commemorate
the Platinum Jubbly of Queen Elizabeth II.” Wholesale
Clearance UK has
picked them up and
is marketing them
to fans of Only Fools
and Horses, in
homage to Del Boy’s
catchphrase, “Lovely
Jubbly”.
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Gadding abroad idly to hear and carry news; possible from
eve-droppings, and may denote the conduct of evedroppers, who harken for news under windows, and so is
expressive of the talebearer’s chief employment, to carry
stories from house to house.
Frederick Elworthy’s Specimens of English Dialects, 1778

P’s & Q’s
To mind one’s P’s & Q’s, to be careful. A reference to the
pints and quarts chalked up in country public-houses
against credit customers. Originally a warning to the
customer not to allow his account to mount too high.
Albert Hyamson’s Dictionary of English Phrases, 1922
To be careful on points of propriety; to be particular in
behaviour. The expression arose, perhaps in the printing
office, from the resemblance of the p to the q.
T. Lewis Davies’ Supplemental English Glossary, 1881
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Nettlefold Notes
The Nettlefold Jubilee event – welcoming our royal oak –
will be from 11.00 on Sunday 5th. Our special guest will
be BBC Radio WM’s ‘Laughing Gardener’, Darren
Rudge
With the return of BST the garden is now open every day
from 10.00 until 18.00. If you would like to volunteer to
help keep the garden open or join the gardening team,
please contact: nettlefoldgarden@gmail.com. Over the
past few weeks the team has been getting everything
ready for spring.
Tai Chi classes at the garden began on Tuesday Feb 9th at
9.00. Contrary to the expectations of some 'doommongers' - (What? In February?! In the open?!) - 20
people attended. These classes continue - every Tuesday
at 9.00 (free). All welcome – no experience necessary, go
at your own pace (or stop when necessary!) All ages
welcome, the older the better. - But where are the
men?????????
As everyone will have noticed, the willow tree at the
entrance to Margaret Grove (and Moor Pool) had rather
drastic (but necessary) tree surgery. This was because part
was becoming dangerous and the branches were
interfering with overhead cables. We trust it will fully
recover – as it has done before. One resident was
particularly interested – because he helped plant it! (A
few years ago).

from transcribing Humphrey Davy's working notebooks
to identifying and classifying the thousands of galaxies
that the Hubble telescope has recorded. For ongoing and
future projects check: https://zooniverse.org/projects (You
are not committed to specific times or 'slots' – you can go
online whenever you have time.)
The world produces 100bn tons of 'stuff' a year. Over
90% is virgin material mined, drilled or quarried, only
30bn tons of this is used in 'permanent' items/structures
such as buildings. The rest is burned as fuel or used
fleetingly and discarded, creating pollution in land, water
and air. What we need is a truly 'circular' economy – the
four 'keys' of which are: use less; use longer; design for
recycling; recycle and regenerate. - Source: New Scientist
12/2/22
85% of UK homes use gas boiler heating. The average
boiler produces in a year carbon dioxide (CO²) equivalent
to 7 jet flights to New York (each). Source: New Scientist
12/2/22

The other day a serious argument broke out over the
garden – seven seagulls were harrying a buzzard.
Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for
more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com
______________________________________________
Do you ever get an email which you are pretty sure is a
scam? Do you ignore it? - Delete it? - What you could do
is forward it (unopened) to the government's action site:
phishing.gov.uk – which will check it out and delete from
the system where necessary.
You've heard of crowd funding for money – but did you
know you could crowd-fund your spare time? Many
universities and research institutions can go so far with
computers – but not all the way. Recently the Met. Office
crowd-funded time and added nearly a hundred years'
worth of British climate data – from 1830's onwards
(computers can't read Victorian handwriting -yet.)
Transcribing/digitising the many records from daily
weather records which it holds in its archive means that
the Met Office now has many more past weather patterns
which can be used to predict future trends and patterns.
(Crowd-funded helpers handled 100m items in 16 days!!!)
There are many other ongoing and upcoming projects –

Sudoku Solutions

Answers to April Crossword
Across: Year ends; Zoos; Repeats; Niece; Vent; Wetting; Unlace; Crayon; Toughie; Jams; Ideas; Blister; Goth; Feast Day
Down: Yard; Apple; Elastic; Disown; Obesity; Sledging; Knit; Quitting; Loudest; Rejoins; Pebble; Hush; Muted; Xray
The Moor Pool Duck 6
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust
It’s been great to see the blossom on the trees around the
Estate, to see seasonal working start across many of our
varied allotments and to note the resumption of sport
across many of our outdoor facilities. Long may this
normality continue.
And this relative normality has overtaken the Hall too.
We have welcomed a new hirer in ‘Little Kickers on
Tuesday mornings and teatimes. Barbara Nomikos will
give a full lowdown on all the regular activity catering for
all ages in her piece or via the Hall noticeboards.
Weekend party bookings have also accelerated since
Christmas after a lull during the Omicron phase. Lots of
happy young faces and bouncy castles at the weekends –
and also a recent and highly splendid wedding feast.
Louise Deakin’s community and education update
elsewhere in this edition shows just how much is going
on. Take a note of all of the activities you fancy. It will
be great to get our talks programme going again after the
last two years in late May with the first talk to be given by
our own star in Rachel West.
And lastly our fundraising quiz held in early March was
very well attended, fiercely contested and orchestrated as
well as ever by Margaret O’Hara.

Tree Condition surveys
There are over 300 trees under our ownership across the
Estate. Every 5 years we commission a tree survey report
from an independent arboriculturist company – in this
case from Midland Forestry. The renewed 2022-27
survey was received earlier in the year and this report
guides our tree work for that period.
The report prompted works on around 10 trees but the
weeping willow on the corner of Margaret Grove and
Moor Pool Avenue has come in for some comment.
Regarding the weeping willow, the report said:

through the summer. The
bare look should only be
temporary.

Hall Condition survey
We have also
commissioned a report on
the condition of the Hall –
similar to the tree survey, it
recommends a programme
of maintenance works for the next 5 years. Given the age
of the building, there is nothing there that is insuperable
and we are presently working through the year 1
recommendations.
This report sits alongside an energy consumption survey
which makes for sobering reading. We will be following
its recommendations as closely as we can within the
confines of a listed building. Heating zoning, remote
control and destratification fans will be the first actions.

Carless Ecology Centre
This is the area behind the Square and by the Builders’
Yard and Garages. It is intended for gardening and
outdoor groups, offering raised beds, greenhouse and a
cabin for indoor activity. My colleagues Phil Simpson
and Nigel Bartram are doing the back breaking work of
laying the floor in the cabin – many thanks! We are also
seeking guidance on fitting the glass into the greenhouse
frame.
We have also acquired two splendid picnic tables and
benches for this area. Louise Deakin has confirmed
elsewhere we will be open for business 21st April.
I, my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are always
delighted to answer questions or look at suggestions. Do
get in touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com or
07757 790539.

Leaning but stable. The crown is asymmetrical from
competition for light. Old pruning wound on stem. Open
cavities on stem with extensive decay. Historic branch
failures. Dead wood through crown. Telephone cable
runs through the crown.
Reduce to create a pollard below the telephone cable
that runs through the crown.
Hazard. Timescale 13 weeks.

We address ‘Hazard’ recommendations fully and to
time. Around 2 years ago we had to do emergency work
on this tree owing to a dangerously snapped bough, and
before that in early 2017, so the weeping willow does
have a history of maintenance.
We very much hope that this will ensure the ongoing
viability of this landmark tree. Pollarding assists regrowth
and I am informed we should see the starts of new
weeping offshoots in around a month and full regrowth

Wishing everyone a lovely Easter.
Simon Stirling
Chair
Moor Pool Heritage Trust

The Covid vaccine roll-out saved 128,000 lives, had a
better uptake than anticipated, and represented good
value for money at £8.3bn, according to a major report by
the National Audit Office. It found that 71% of vaccines
have been delivered at GP centres and pharmacies; and
that only 4% of doses had been wasted (against an
estimated 20%). The average cost of buying and
administering one dose was £25.70, the report said.

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
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History Corner
The Titford Brick
Company

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594
or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com
Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.

Moor Pool has a number of
different external finishes
but perhaps the most unique
are the brindle bricks which are basically a halfway stage
between a red and full blue brick resulting in a random
colour variation. In the manufacturing process using
Etruria marl, the kiln atmosphere is not starved of oxygen
quite so much as for full blue production and so might be
thought of as an inferior blue brick, but in colour only. As
many of you will know these are in fact extremely hard
and durable. Occasional examples are marked ‘The
Titford Brick Company’.
The Titford Brick Co. situated on Penncricket Lane,
Blackheath, Staffs. was established by Samuel Barnett
who also owned three more brickworks in the Tipton area.
After his death in 1918, his eldest son William took over
the running of this works & the two remaining works in
Tipton. William Barnett died in 1929. Eventually on the
14th of August 1959, the Titford Brick Co. was placed
into voluntary liquidation by Chairman A.E. Barnett,
finally closing in May 1960.
Do keep your eyes out for these Titford marked bricks and
look at the bases of others for manufacturers names. At
one time there were many manufacturers and these bricks
can point to a rich source of local history.
Information courtesy of Mike Chapman, Chairman of the
British Brick Society and Martyn Fretwell
Moor Pool History & Preservation Society
www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk

A report concluded that restoring The Palace of
Westminster without a full decant of MPs could take up
to 76 years, and cost £22bn. Even if all parliamentarians
moved out, the work would cost up to £13bn, and take at
least 12 years.
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Update on Hall Activities

from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager

As we head towards Spring things feel very different
compared to last year, the hall is buzzing with activity,
and we can plan events with some certainty within the
new normal.
This month in history…Henry Harvey Vivian , the
founder and Chairman of the Co-partnership Tenants Ltd
was born on 20th April 1868. He set up the very first
pioneer co-partnership housing garden suburb- Ealing
Tenants and had a vision of a community of individuals
that would say not ‘this house is mine’ but ‘this Estate is
ours’. Henry Vivian was greatly involved in the setting
up of Harborne Tenants and also present at the cutting of
the first sod at Moor Pool on 26th October 1907 and
officially opened the first house built on the Moor Pool
Estate on 24th May 1908. Vivian’s co-partnership model
formed the basis of John Sutton Nettlefold’s vision of coownership for the Moor Pool Estate and fostering
community cohesion.
This sense of community cohesion is something that
continues at Moor Pool through the hard work of our
Trustees, and volunteers and community events that bring
everyone together. This recently included the return of the
Fish & Chip Quiz Supper and upcoming Jubilee events
from the MRA and Nettlefold Garden to look forward to!

ADULT CLASSES:
Pilates: (Monday 13.30 & Wednesday 15.30 ) contact
Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk 07935927685
Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact
Jen on 07486 511146
Rifle Club (Monday and Wednesday evening)
Yoga: (Monday 19.30) Contact Amy on 07554 654 007
www.myyoga.tips
Harborne Village Women’s Institute: (2nd Tuesday of
the month)
Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal
fitness (Wednesday) Contact Kerry
www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk
Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954
abi@yogahart.co.uk
Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30) over 50’s dance contact
Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact Shirley
07530244417
Capoeira (Saturday 10am ) Brazilian dance contact
Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk

Moor Pool Heritage Festival

Tai Chi at Nettlefold Garden (free) Tuesdays 9.00

Save the Date for the annual Moor Pool Heritage Festival
on Sunday 11th September! This will be the 13th Moor
Pool Heritage Festival celebrated as part of Birmingham
Heritage Week and the nationwide Heritage Open Days
to celebrate Moor Pool’s heritage and community, an
opportunity to find out about Moor Pool’s clubs,
activities, heritage and green spaces and enjoy demos and
music from our regular groups. This is a lovely annual
event, please get in touch if you fancy volunteering or
save the date and come and enjoy!

CHILDREN’S CLASSES:

Other Events: (Louise will talk a bit more about Easter
Half Term and the return of our Local History talks
starting in May.
Hall use

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing
(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/
birmingham_south
****NEW****Little Kickers: Football for under 7 years
olds. Pre-school sessions (Tuesday am ) After-school
sessions (Tuesday pm) Call 07545236917
email: westmidlands@littlekickers.co.uk
Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://
www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school ) 514 year old performing arts please
email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562

Although the restrictions have been lifted legally we
continue with the same cleaning schedules and covid safe
practices to keep our more vulnerable hall users safe and
in line with the ACRE guidance on village halls. This is
kept under constant review.

Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk

There is something for everyone to enjoy at Moor Pool
Hall with a wide range of regular activities, and we
welcome brand new Little Kickers to the hall on
Tuesdays.

Mezzo Dance: contemporary and ballet classes for
children and young adults. (Friday after school) https://
www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/

Wearing a mask is the single most effective public health
measure for avoiding Covid-19, reducing incidence by
53%, according to the first global study of its kind.
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Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to preschoolers 0121 447 7632 https://rhythmtime.net/classes/
details/27_89

Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday 10.00
-11.30) drop in £3.00
Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com
Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Education Update

from Louise Deakin, Education, Engagement and Outdoors Officer

Spring is here at last and our events programme is about
to get underway! We have family-friendly events planned
for the Easter school holidays, and talks coming up later
in the Spring and Summer.
Lego sessions proved popular during February half-term,
so we’re repeating them on Thursday 14th April, 10am1pm. Drop into the main hall and see what you can create!
The workshop is free but tea and coffee will be available
to purchase (and we always welcome donations).
We’re excited to say that the Carless Ecology Centre will
open for the first time on Thursday 21st April. It is a
dedicated education area which will provide a gardening
and activity programme for people of all ages and
abilities, including schools and community groups. With
its greenhouse, cabin, and raised beds, it’ll be a great
space to meet, learn, grow and craft.
Drop in between 10am-1pm to learn more about the
space, donate seeds for the raised beds, sow a sunflower
seed, and decorate a plant pot for the sunflower growing
competition. Activities are free, and even if you aren’t
looking to take part, drop in to learn more about the Eco
Centre and how you can volunteer on the project. The
Eco Centre can be accessed up the passageway on
Wentworth Gate (passed the garages).
Keep your eyes peeled for this years Easter trail! More
information will be released on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.
Speaking of Instagram, there is a Moor Pool InstaMeet on
Saturday 14th May at 11am. An InstaMeet is a way for
people in the Instagram community to meet one another
and take photos around their city together. InstaMeets are
also a great way to engage people, who might otherwise
not have known about the estate, and its history. The
group has over 3,500 followers and you can find them
@Igersbirminghamuk
May sees the start of the History Talks season. On
Tuesday 24th May, 6-7.30pm join Rachel West for an
illustrated talk about Augustus Pugin. Architect, writer,
and designer of several notable Birmingham landmarks
including St Mary’s Convent, Handsworth, King Edwards
School, Edgbaston Park Road, and St Chad’s Cathedral.
William Morris is often credited with the founding of the
‘Arts and Crafts’ movement, however, it was Pugin’s
original theories which underpinned its development,
enabling Morris and others to then expand these ideas.
Tickets are £3 and will be on sale at MRA Coffee
Morning and at The Circle Shop from the end of April.
Please purchase in advance as spaces are limited.
Refreshments will be available to purchase from 6pm.
The schools programme will relaunch on Thursday 5 th
May. Sessions are available for key stages 1, 2, and 3 in
the following topics:
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Nettlefold: Birmingham’s visionary
Uncover the secrets of a Birmingham hero through this
dynamic session, using costume, object handling and
exploration of Moor Pool Estate to bring this important
local historical figure back to life.
Building Inspectors
Spot the many original architectural features on Moor
Pool Estate, and get hands-on with an exploration of
building materials and traditional construction methods
with a variety of activities.
Habitat Detectives
Compare the different habitats of Moor Pool in a fun
filled exploration of the wildflower allotment, Orchard,
Pool, and underground environments.
Grow for it!
A lively and interactive session, using the historical
allotments to teach pupils about where their food comes
from, and growing cycles. Participants have the
opportunity to sow their own seeds as well as harvest fruit
and vegetables during the session.
Pass times in past times: Chad Valley Toys
Using examples of original toys of Chad Valley, and other
replicas from earlier periods, this session gives
participants the chance to get hands on with history and
discover toys and games from the past, as well as learning
about materials and design.
Please contact Louise at education@moorpoolhall.com to
find out more about education sessions and how to book.
Would you like to volunteer to support the education
sessions at Moor Pool? We are looking for people with
a passion for the history of the estate, have experience
of working with children or enjoy engaging people and
helping to deliver activities.
If you’ve been up to The Orchard recently you may
have noticed it’s become a little overgrown. Students
from Baskerville School have been helping to clear it of
nettles and damaged trees. Baskerville is a day and
residential school for
secondary students
with autism and
additional disability.
They have a very
large site that offers
students an
exceptional
environment in which
to learn. Students
enjoyed helping in the
Orchard as part of
National Careers
Week, and will return
regularly until the end
of the school year.
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James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
0121 448 6606

Contact lens specialist

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Dry eye clinics
Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com
26 The Circle,

Spectacle re-glazing service

Harborne,
Birmingham B17 9DY
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April

C R O S SWO R D
by

Artemonas

A Lover, maybe not in my eye but of my eye (5)
B Wounded bristle makes another wound (7)
C No racy action with the drawer (6)
D Now Sid, sadly, will refuse to recognise (6)
E

The way the cats lie is flexible (7)

F

Church celebration might involve lots of food
(5,3)

G Seeing other part of ancient tribe (4)
H Quiet hospitals round America (4)
I

Thoughts are nearly perfect (5)

J

Preserves the blocks (4)

K

Integrate insect on the radio (4)

L

Maybe due lots of noise (7)

M Small boy supported football team quietly (5)
N European in pleasant relative (5)
O Tie boys up to encourage fatness (7)
P

Something a little different - an A - Z crossword
Solve the clues then fit them jigsaw-wise into the grid

Footballer absorbs books in Little Rock (6)

Q Leave and can George be resigning? (8)
R He has straps round to help when he comes back
in (7)
R Says again what we’ve seen before (7)
S

Cricketers do this – but in the snow? (8)

T

Ought, that is, to become a hard man (7)

Sudoku

U Take your shoes off with a French trim (6)
V

Opening partly prevents stale air (4)

W We’re at the races in Germany for a soaking (7)
X

Unknown man able to pass through bodies (4)

Y

Get your taxes done when these times finish
(4,4)

Y

Broken cart might be kept in here (4)

Z

For the animals sleeps with two ducks in the
middle (4)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.
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Reference if paying by
electronic transfer:

duck@moorpool.com

