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rom the Chair

After the almost overwhelming events of the
last week or so, it’s good to return to the every
-day activities of life here in Moor Pool. My
grandmother, who was always good for a quotation,
had a favourite which I heard many times. “Richard’s
himself again”.
I can report therefore: that the fox is well and has an
occasional companion; that after their customary twoweek summer break, the tits and finches have returned
to the feeders; that fears for a failure of the runner bean
crop were unfounded.
The Residents Association Committee meet regularly
on a formal basis, keep in touch at other times, and try
wherever possible to respond to residents’ concerns.
I’ve looked back at earlier editions of The Duck and
unsurprisingly I suppose not a lot has changed. We
continue to field questions about a variety of subjects
including planning, hedges, parking, badgers and in
more recent times and frequently, about wheelie bins
that are left out permanently. We help where we can,
but our powers are limited, and often it’s necessary to
point people in the direction of authorities who are able
to help. In this connection maintaining contact with our
local elected representatives is very important.
We continue to hope that others will join us on the
Committee. Residents Association Committees and
their like, have often had a bad press, but we are a
normal, sensible, reasonable and friendly group of
people, with an interest in this beautiful Estate. We
meet formally every couple of months and anyone
wishing to know more can contact me at
johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk or on 0121-426 2134.
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Looking forward, there will be a Macmillan Coffee
morning on Saturday 29th October in the main Hall.
Contributions of cakes for sale will help to swell the
proceeds for this worthy cause.
Santa’s sleigh will patrol the streets during the evening
of 10th December and this will be followed on the 11th
by Santa’s Grotto in the Main Hall. The annual carol
walk will start from the Main Hall at 4pm on 18th
December. Look out for notices about these and other
events on the splendid red notice boards around the
Estate
Finally, as we move back to a new normality, let’s keep
our community spirit going - keeping an eye out for
each other, especially those less able to get out and
about as much. A chat, a phone call or a cuppa can
make someone’s day.
John

Looking back, thanks are due to the planners, the
volunteers and to the visitors, who helped to make the
Heritage Festival such a great success. I’m told that
over £600 was raised from cakes and refreshments. I
particularly enjoyed the various displays in the Lower
Hall which included items once cherished and used as
props by Moorpool Players. I’m not yet convinced that
displaying old photographs of the Players is a good
idea, if only because it forces me to confront and reflect
upon a much younger self.
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Don’t Forget!
Clocks go back on
October 30th.

duck@moorpool.com

Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

Coffee Mornings
(except December)

Last Saturday of the month,
10:30-12:00

Circle Cinema

Sunday, October 16th

History Talk: Glass Museum

Tuesday, October 25th

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Saturday, October 29th

Fish ’n Chips Quiz

Saturday, November 5th

History Talk : Bricks

Tuesday, November 22nd

Circle Cinema

Sunday, November 27th

Santa’s Sleigh

Saturday, December 10th

Santa’s Grotto

Sunday, December 11th

Carol Walk

Sunday, December 18th

Residents’ Association AGM

Saturday, January 28th 2023

Closing Date

Publication Date

26th November 2022

December 2022

28th January 2023

February 2023

25th March 2023

April 2023

27th May 2023

June 2023

29th July 2023

August 2023

30th September 2023

October 2023

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com before the closing date.

Don’t Get in a Flap!
If your Duck does not arrive, gets
eaten by the dog, you want an extra
copy or live off the estate, then the
current issue can be downloaded from
www.duck.moorpool.com.
Past issues are also available from
www.moorpool.com.

October 29th 10:30-12:00
An estimated 1.3 million Britons now regularly take their
clothes off in public, suggesting that there are more
naturists in this country than practising Anglicans,
estimated at 1.24 million.

Margaret’s ever popular
True/False Quiz returns on
Saturday November 5th
Main Hall. Doors open 7:00pm for a
7:30pm start.
£12 per head including Fish ‘n Chip
supper.

Are you a member of the
Moor Pool Heritage Trust?

Moor Pool Residents’
Association Subscriptions
If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box.
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for
the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the
Easter and Christmas activities.

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute
to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the
estate for over three years you can download further
details and a joining form from:
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf

MOORPOOL NEWS & WINE

If you have not done so already, please consider joining.
There’s a form on the back page with details.
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Please support your local shop
duck@moorpool.com
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Directed by Roger Michell
with Jim Broadbent and Helen Mirren

November

Directed by Chris Foggin with Daniel Mays,
James Purefoy and Tuppence Middleton

7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm)
Tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets £1. Available on
the door, in advance from Moor Pool News, or can be
reserved on-line by e-mailing tickets@circlecinema.co.uk.

th

7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm)
This will be a charity event supporting The Trussell
Trust. Free entry, but we will be inviting donations to
support their work.

Selection of refreshments, including hot food available, so why not join us for a bite to eat and a chat
before the films. You are welcome to B.Y.O.D.
See page 4 for further details and our web site for trailers and membership details.

info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk
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Club & Society News
Moor Pool Wildlife Group

Circle Cinema

Autumn and winter are great
times to see fungi. The
Wildlife Group recently did
a walk round the estate and
identified at least 16 fungi
from the mushrooms they
spotted. That sounds like a
lot but there are actually
around 15,000 species of
fungi in the UK alone! The
mushrooms we spot
growing on tree stumps are
just the fruiting bodies of a much bigger organism, the
mycelium, that is busy decomposing the wood,
returning it to soil and storing the carbon. But breaking
down dead wood is only one thing fungi do.

There was an excellent turnout
for our post-covid relaunch on
September 4th with Belfast
which seemed to be enjoyed by
everyone.

Winter is also a great time for planting shrubs and trees
because, when the plant is dormant, disturbing the roots
won’t affect the plant’s growth. When you plant a new
shrub, especially bare root plants such as roses or
hedging, you might sprinkle some mycorrhizal fungi
from a packet onto the roots. This is because certain
types of fungi are invaluable to the plant. In some
cases, strands of the mycelium, called hyphae, actually
enter the plant root hairs, helping the plants to absorb
nutrients from the soil in exchange for sugars in a
symbiotic relationship.
But the relationship goes beyond food. Over time, the
fungi spread and interact with the roots of other plants,
forming a kind of web that links the plants together.
And that’s when the really amazing stuff happens.
Research has found that trees can communicate with
each other using this ‘Wood Wide Web’. They can
share food and information such as attack by pests, and
appear to nurture their young. Check out the work of
forest ecologist Dr Suzanne Simard.
Research is also taking place into the way in which
fungi store carbon in the soil and what this means for
tackling climate change.
So, next time you’re out walking and notice a
mushroom popping up through the grass, remember it’s
just a glimpse of an extraordinary and complex
subterranean world that’s largely hidden from us.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/
apr/24/suzanne-simard-finding-the-mother-treewoodwide-web-book-interview
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment48257315
Cathy Perry, Wildlife Group
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On October 16th we are
screening The Duke (12) with Jim Broadbent and
Helen Mirren. In 1961, 60-year-old Kempton Bunton
stole Goya's portrait of the Duke of Wellington from
the National Gallery. He sent ransom notes saying that
he would return the painting on condition that the
government invested more in care for the elderly. What
happened next became the stuff of legend.
There have been a number of requests for sub-titles to
be displayed during the films as in the past some
dialogues have been difficult to follow. By way of
research we will be trialling this in our next film and
would welcome feedback, either following the film or
later by e-mail.
On November 27th we are screening Fisherman’s
Friend (12). Directed by Chris Foggin with Daniel
Mays, James Purefoy and Tuppence Middleton. Ten
fisherman from Cornwall are signed by Universal
Records and achieve a top ten hit with their debut
album, "Sea Shanties."
This will be a charity event with all proceeds
supporting The Trussell Trust. Free entry, but we
will be inviting donations to support their work.
As always, we will keep everyone updated through our
web site, social media, mailing lists and, of course, this
publication. If you are not already on our mailing list
and would like to be, please contact us through the link
below.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

Moor Pool Reading Group
Our last meeting took place on 22nd
September, where we discussed ‘The
Group’ by Mary McCarthy’. Our next
date will be 24th November, book to
be confirmed, between 7.30pm and
8.30pm in Moorpool lower hall, The
Circle. Please contact Gillian Morgan –
gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for further
information.
We look forward to welcoming new members who
wish to come along. We are a very friendly, relaxed
group and our bimonthly meetings are always a good
time for diverse opinions to be discussed.

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Club & Society News
Moor Pool Allotment Association

Moorpool Skittles Club

The Moor Pool
Allotment Association's
stand at the Moor Pool
Festival turned out to be
very successful thanks
to the efforts of Nick,
Jan, Peng, Charlotte,
Emma and Marilyn. We were very grateful and our
sincere thanks for all the donations of produce from the
Moor Pool allotments. Steve Wright's delivery came
courtesy of a full wheelbarrow and amongst the other
generous donations were 12 pots of bramble jelly from
Martin Underwood. Hopefully all those who purchased
produce will have enjoyed that home grown taste and
might even be inspired to have an allotment of
their own if they don't have one already.

Monday night sessions
continue and how lovely it
has been to get back to
playing skittles. For the
moment we are playing one
session a week - Monday
from 7.30. We have
officially started our
Summer Season, but in
reality we have continued to meet as before - enjoying
a light-hearted and informal evening reliving ‘skittles
as of old!’ In ‘normal’ times pre-pandemic we played
three hands on the flat alley followed by a coffee break
then three hands on the round alley - as yet we are
playing straight through without a break but again it is
hoped that we can resume that before too long. We
remain cautious owing to the alley being a small space
with limited ventilation. We are a small but friendly
club, sessions for now do have some measures
associated with keeping everyone safe due to Covid but
that doesn't stop the fun and enjoyment. As we are a
small group, especially as the holiday season has
kicked in, there are evenings when we have to cancel a
session at short notice so it is advisable to contact to
check before arriving. It would be lovely to welcome
visitors or new members to show off this little gem we
have at Moorpool - sorry, over 16years only due to
insurance. Entrance to the alley is via the Lower Hall.
Contact tsuzanne444@gmail.com or 07757967264.
Updates on Twitter@MoorpoolSC.

Whilst most allotments are let, there are still a few
available and if you are interested please contact the
Association and we can provide more information or
arrange for your name to be added to the waiting list.
www.moorpoolallotmentassociation.co.uk

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club
Harborne Tenants
Snooker Club, one
of Harborne’s best
kept secrets.
Great News, the ’6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP
SERIES 2022/2023’ has started in September, with
some great games already. The friendly Mix-In, is now
a regular fixture, every Wednesday 1-4pm, just turn up
and play. Although these are only for members, joining
couldn’t be easier.
Membership runs from 1st April 2022 for the 2022-2023
session, so please contact us if you are interested in
joining.
Please contact either Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or
Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200.
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Nettlefold Notes

History Corner

A recent ‘fungi walk’ round Moor Pool took in our
garden where three types of fungi were found in the
‘Fungery’ – including a puff ball! (and birch
polypores). Two other varieties have since been found
elsewhere on site. (Now is the time to keep your eyes
open when out and about! They can pop up on our
green verges overnight!) A pretty black, red and white
furry caterpillar of a Dark Dagger moth was also found
recently.
Heritage Day urged the Garden Volunteers to do some
tidying-up. We also provided a pop-up trail of Nature’s
Outstanding Inventions. (Did you know that a poppy
has roughly 1,360 seeds in each capsule and therefore
produces some 10,000 seeds per plant? - And they can
lie dormant for up to 8 years!)
In line with our general environmentally friendly policy
we will not be ‘tidying up’ with a general slash and
burn to get everything neat and tidy before the winter.
Instead habitats for overwintering insects will be left in
the long grasses of the meadow area and seed heads
everywhere (which will provide food over the winter)
will not be cleared and tidied until the spring.
Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter
for more updates: @NettlefoldGdn
www.moorpooltrust.com
_______________________
Of 24.5m tonnes (annually) of plastic waste in Europe
only 14% is recycled. The rest is incinerated, burned or
‘lost’. This results in 95m tonnes (or 3.7%) of the
world’s annual total carbon dioxide going into the
atmosphere.
At a banquet in the 1990’s the Queen sat next to Austin
Mitchell (MP) who was later to ‘introduce’ her before
the official speech. They chatted throughout the meal
but as the time got close he suddenly fell silent. “Are
you alright?” asked the Queen. “Yes,” he said, and then
added truthfully, “I’ve forgotten how I should address
you when I stand up.” “ Well,” said the Queen, “ - first
it’s ‘Your Majesty’, then ‘Ma’am’ – which rhymes
with ‘can’ – or you could call me ‘luv’ which you have
been doing for the last hour and a half. I’m sure they
won’t mind.”
New figures from the Met Office show England has had its
joint warmest summer on record. The average
temperature in June, July and August was 17.1C, equal
with 2018. The development means that four of the five
warmest summers in England have occurred since 2003.
England also had its sixth driest summer on record and the
driest since 1995, according to Met Office data going back
to 1836.

Lost and Found
We accumulate many things through life. Sometimes
we clear them out and they end up in the charity shop,
tip or in the rubbish. Sometimes we just lose them or
they get forgotten. How much is in those boxes in the
roof you keep meaning to clear out? Recently a relative
received a phone call from the owner of their father’s
old house to saying there was still an old suitcase in the
roof. When they opened it there was very little - but
you never know. Anything, even a snippet of
information, could be an interesting piece of history.
Pictures of events on the
Estate bring back memories
of former residents and the
starting point for other
stories. Shown to us at the
Festival was an old gin
bottle found under the
floorboards during building
work. Was this a secret
tipple store for a previous
owner or a past workman
hiding his ‘refreshments’?
Thanks to those who loaned
the old items of kitchen
equipment for our display.
Old pictures often become
meaningless to later
generations if there is no
information with them. So,
take some time to add to the
back of pictures location and
who everyone is.
We have a good collection of the original Estate
prospectus and leaflets but there are more items out
there which need to be saved. The journals of works
carried out on properties by Harborne Tenants contains
names familiar to some of us now except often these
were parents or grandparents.
If you have something you think may be of interest
please let us know so we can at least record it.
Hopefully we can find a permanent place to display
these items in the future.
Moor Pool History & Preservation Society
www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk

The highest ever recorded temperature in Antarctica was
18.3C.

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
The Moor Pool Duck 6

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Moor Pool Heritage Trust
I hope everybody has enjoyed the summer on Moor
Pool. We have been delighted to run a full programme
of children’s activities over the course of the school
holidays, mainly at the Carless Ecology Centre off
Carless Avenue and Wentworth Gate and also at the
Hall. This culminated in the Moor Pool Heritage
Festival on 11th September – thanks to everybody for
coming and supporting in a period during the mourning
for the Queen’s death at a time when community is so
important. I should compliment Barbara Nomikos and
all of the volunteer team for helping out on the day and
for adjusting the programme to suit the circumstances.
I make mention of the Carless Ecology Centre. Do go
and have a look. Its location is quite shy – go up the
track by 9 Carless Avenue or along the track off
Wentworth Gate. There you will find a world of raised
beds, a substantial greenhouse, cabin for meetings and
general garden resources. Since April, we’ve been
using this for much of our outdoor related community
and educational programming and to great effect. Look
at our Facebook site and posts for some of the lovely
photographs of the things that have gone up there.
And so, onto the Autumn.

Wishing everyone a good autumn.
Simon Stirling
Chair
Moor Pool Heritage Trust
Supporting the Trust:
Fund Raising through on-line shopping

easyfundraising
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you’re
buying. These donations really help us out, so please sign
up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You can get
started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=en-n2

Amazon



Our programme of history talks recommences on
25th October with Harrison Davis, Curator at
Stourbridge Glass Museum and his illustrated
talk on the Stourbridge glass trade and its newly
opened museum.



The return of our popular True/False quiz on 5th
November. Better than Bonfire Night and just as
explosive when you lose all your accrued
money!



Tuesday 22nd November, our very own Lizey
Thomson’s illustrated talk on the Bricks that
built your house.



And our very popular Christmas weekend over
December 10-11th featuring the Santa Sleigh on
the Saturday and the Grotto on the Sunday.
Father Christmas has been booked for both days
– he won’t be anywhere else that weekend!

We have appointed a new Education and Community
Engagement Officer – Justine Marklew, who will start
in early October. Justine’s most recent position was as
Communications, Engagement and Community Liaison
Manager for Birmingham Trees for Life. The
Birmingham Trees for Life project has planted over
100,000 trees in Birmingham, working with
schoolchildren, volunteers and local communities to
maintain and improve their green spaces. Please look
out for Justine through October and November as she
familiarises herself with the Estate.
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I, my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are always
delighted to answer questions or look at suggestions.
Do get in touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com
or 07757 790539.

You can no longer raise funds directly through
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to
support. The direct link is https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
ch/1148252-0. If you then log in through
smile.amazon.co.uk rather than amazon.co.uk you will be
automatically linked to the charity you wish to support and
0.5% of any purchases will be donated to the Trust.
You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to
raise funds for the Trust in this way.

Our rich and diverse language. Dozens of
traditional British sayings are at risk of extinction, a survey
of adults under 50 by the Perspectus Global has
suggested. 78% of respondents said they never use the
phrase “pearls before swine”, while 64% aren’t au fait
with “a stitch in time saves nine”. Other endangered
sayings include “snug as a bug in a rug”, “a nod is as good
as a wink", "pip pip”, and “colder than a witch’s tit”.
Meanwhile, in the House of Commons, MPs are not
allowed to call a fellow MP a blackguard, a coward, a git, a
guttersnipe, a hooligan, a rat, a swine, a stool pigeon or a
traitor. (I quote from the official website’s section about
“Unparliamentary language”.) Most importantly, though,
they are not allowed to call each other liars. If politicians
were allowed to accuse each other of lying, they would do
nothing else all day.

www.moorpool.com
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Update on Hall Activities

from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager

It is usually a quieter Summer at the hall as most of our
regular groups take a break, but this year has felt
slightly different with the free craft activities at the
Carless Eco Centre and Lego at the hall that took place
after the successful Moor Pool Decathlon event. Despite
Louise leaving when these activities were planned most
were able to go ahead delivered by Trustees and
volunteers instead, with Louise’s pre-prepped handover
briefing! Thank you to everyone who joined us and
participated in these, they have been very successful and
lovely to see the Carless Eco Centre buzzing with
activity.
It was another unprecedented year for the 13th Moor
Pool Heritage Festival on Sunday 11th September with
the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The
event is part of Heritage Open Days and Birmingham
Heritage Week. The decision was made to still go ahead
after much consultation and review of guidance – but as
a heritage open day with focus on heritage activities and
a more sombre and respectful tone, including a minute
silence to mark the memory of the late Queen and
tribute from Sovereign Brass Band and children’s
colouring memories of the Queen, remembering the
Queen in a book of condolence and memory tree. A big
thank you to the clubs, participants, and all those that
joined us on the day.

has spent the Summer assisting and delivering the
Carless Eco Centre activities and Lego Sessions that
took place throughout the Summer holidays which have
been invaluable! Jess also created the Astounding
Inventions Display which featured at Heritage Open
Day and the tour as part of Birmingham Heritage
Week. Jess has also carried out research for a new
walking tour -Women during War at Moor Pool- watch
this space, I am looking forward to delivering this with
Rachel!
Upcoming Events


Stourbridge Glass Museum Talk on Tuesday 25th
October 19.00 (18.30 for refreshments) – tickets
will be available in the shop shortly.



Moor Pool Quiz on Saturday 5th November 19.00

Hall use
One off hire for parties and events are now at their precovid levels. Below is a reminder of the regular weekly
activities that take place at the hall.
ADULT CLASSES:
Pilates: (Monday 13.30 & Wednesday 15.30) contact
Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk 07935927685

Feedback has been wonderful and we also welcomed a
number of visitors from further afield who had never
been to Moor Pool. The event felt like the right way for
the community to come together in a respectful way,
and the right way to honour the life and legacy of the
late Queen who was a great supporter of community and
heritage. As proud recipients of the Queens Award for
Voluntary Service in 2019 at Moor Pool we hugely
value the role of our volunteers so a huge thank you to
all those that helped us on the day in bringing the
community together. It was lovely to see some new
volunteers join as well as our regular volunteers who
join us for the event every year- thank you to all.
Speaking of volunteers… it was also a pleasure to
welcome back our former Education Officer Rachel, to
deliver the heritage tour at the Heritage Open Day and
both of us delivered a fully booked tour as part of
Birmingham Heritage Week to a lovely group. Both
former Education Officer now join us as volunteers as
Louise has also found it hard to stay away and continues
to volunteer in the eco centre and social media!

Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact
Jen on 07486 511146

As a thank you to all our volunteers who support us in
such a variety of ways we will have a Volunteer Thank
You party on Sunday 18th December before the Carol
Walk – keep an eye out for your invites.

Capoeira (Saturday 10am) Brazilian dance contact
Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk

Rifle Club (Monday and Wednesday evening)
Disco Fitness Bootcamp (Wednesday 18.00) contact
www.debsvirtualclasses.com/book-online
Yoga: (Monday 19.30) Contact Amy on 07554 654
007 www.myyoga.tips
Harborne Village Women’s Institute: (2nd Tuesday
of the month)
Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal
fitness (Wednesday) Contact Kerry
www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk (off in August)
Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954
abi@yogahart.co.uk
Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30) over 50’s dance
contact Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact
Shirley 07530244417 (Term-time only)

This month we also say a huge thank you to our
University of Birmingham placement student Jess who
The Moor Pool Duck 8
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Update on Hall Activities cont..
CHILDREN’S CLASSES:

Company

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing
(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/
birmingham_south lucy@bilinguasing.com
07539863024 (Term-time only)
Little Kickers: Football for under 7 years olds.
Toddler sessions (Tuesday am ) Pre-school and afterschool sessions (Tuesday pm) Call 07545236917
email: westmidlands@littlekickers.co.uk
Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://
www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/ (term-time only but 2
weeks holiday sessions)
One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school )
5-14 year old performing arts please
email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562
(Term-time only)
Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk
(Term-time only)

Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594
or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com

Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to pre
-schoolers 0121 447 7632 www.rhythmtime.net (Term
time only)
Mezzo Dance: commercial and ballet classes for
children and young adults. (Friday after school) https://
www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/ (off in August)

Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.

Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday
10.00-11.30) drop in £3.00 (returns in September)
Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com
Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk
Michael Gove made his acting debut alongside
Christopher Lee in the 1994 film A Feast At Midnight in
which he played a boarding school chaplain.
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Forgotten English
Dead Men’s Shoes

Bickering

To wait for dead men’s shoes, to wait for a place till it
becomes vacant by the death of the present possessor.
This corresponds with the adage ‘He goes long bare-foot
that wears dead men’s shoes,’ spoken to them who expect
to be some man’s heir, to get his place, or his wife, if he
should die.

These bickerings, or set skirmishes, took place almost every
evening near Glasgow a little before dusk and lasted until
night parted the combatants, who delighted in chasing each
other from knoll to knoll with sticks and stones.

John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, 1808

Alexander Campbell’s Journey through Parts of Northern Britain, 1802

Hospitate

Corposant

To reside under the roof of another.
Richard Coxe’s Pronouncing Dictionary, 1813

A glowing ball of electrical discharge sometimes seen on a
church steeple or a ship’s mast

Groom-porter

Farmer & Henley’s Slang and Its Analogs, 1904

It is sometimes the forerunner of a storm … and is thought
to forebode shipwreck.
Nathaniel Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary, 1749

St. Elmo’s Day
Patron Saint of sailors. An eerie visual effect, sometimes
called ‘St. Elmo’s fire’ or furole, was a glowing bluish
electrical discharge occasionally seen at the top of a ship’s
mast or the end of a yardarm before a storm. Although this
phenomenon, mentioned by Shakespeare in The Tempest,
forewarned of a storm, it was also considered a sign that
the ship enjoyed divine protection. Not surprisingly, St.
Elmo was invoked for deliverance from seasickness.

Tincture of the Moon
In chymistry, a dissolution of some of the more rarified
parts of silver, made into wine.

An officer of the royal household whose business is to see
the king’s lodging furnished with gaming-related tables,
chairs, stools and firing, and to decide disputes arising at
cards, dice, bowling etc.
Ephraim Chambers’s Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, 1728
Formerly the groom-porter was allowed to keep an open
gambling table at Christmas. He is said to have succeeded to
the Master of the Revels, then disused. George I and II
played hazard in public on certain days, attended by the
groom-porter.
Robin Nares’s Glossary of the Works of English Authors, 1859

May-babies
In some parts of Devonshire they have a custom of dressing
up dolls, which they call May-babies, in commemoration of
Charles II, and his concealment in the oak. The women and
children carry these about enclosed in a wooden box, and
covered with a loose cloth.

Nathaniel Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary, 1749

W.C.Hazlitt’s Faith and Folklore of the British Isles, 1870

Bidale

Thunderstone

An entertainment to which persons were invited for the
purpose of contributing to the relief of someone in distress.
William Whitney’s Century Dictionary 1889
There was an ancient custom called bid-ale or bidder-ale,
from the Saxon, bidden, to pray or supplicate, when an
honest man, decayed in his estate, was set up again by the
liberal benevolence and contributions of friends at a feast,
to which those friends were bid, or invited. It was most
used in the west of England, and in some counties called
help-ale.
John Brand’s Popular Antiquities, 1777

The same as thunder-bolt; both formed upon an erroneous
fancy that the destruction occasioned by lightning was
effected by some solid body. The fossils called belemnites
were supposed to be the stones in question and were
named accordingly.
Robert Nare’s Glossary of the Works of English Authors, 1859

Bang-rape
A rope with a noose, used by thieves in carrying off corn or
hay.
John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, 1808

Pretended Pregnancy
The criminal act of a female who, not having been
delivered, presents an infant as having been born to her.
This term likewise includes the case of a female who, having
been delivered of a dead child, substitutes for it a living
child which is not hers.
Dr Robley Dunglison’s Dictionary of Medical Science, 1844

Sudoku Solutions

Answers to October Crossword

Down: 1) Quilted; 2) Erase; 3) Neither; 4) Tweets; 5) Cobra; 6) Abridge; 7) Addle; 12) Were; 14) Atop; 16) Voyager; 18) Enfolds; 19) Modesty; 21)
Pedals; 22) Grand; 23) Oiled 25) Moult

Across: 1) Queen; 4) Toccata; 8) Imagine; 9) Bored; 10) Teeth; 11) Twaddle; 13) Ease; 15) Divert; 17) Redeem; 20) Open; 22) Guy rope; 24) Fumed;
26) Angel; 27) Alliums; 28) Derides; 29) Satay
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James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
0121 448 6606

Contact lens specialist

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Dry eye clinics
Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com
26 The Circle,

Spectacle re-glazing service

Harborne,
Birmingham B17 9DY
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October

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

C R O S SWO R D
by

Artemonas

8

9

Across
1)

Mosque entertains head of state (5)

4)

Two cats love tuning to musical piece (7)

8)

In game I was I found, I think (7)

9)

Heard directors were fed up (5)

10

11
13

15

14

16

17

10) To date ethnic clothing shows only part of gear (5)
11) Time to walk like a duck? Rubbish (7)

20
22

12

18

19

21

23

24

25

13) See a different way to make it simpler (4)
15) Frogman has time to deflect (6)
17) Is all lost from Emerald Isle or could we save it? (6)

26

27

20) Unlock in the golf or tennis season (4)
22) Man about to take in work to support temporary
accommodation (3,4)

28

29

24) Boiled where the river joined the sea (5)
26) Messenger looked at from a different angle (5)

21) Ed laps two on a bike (6)

27) A sum I’ll exchange for flowers (7)

22) Fine a thousand pounds (5)

28) Makes fun of, but desired change (7)

23) Helped to get things moving (5)

29) Stay a round for the sauce (5)

25) Doctor to turn to lieutenant and drop down (5)

Down
1)

Ted followed old writer mostly and made
padded covers (7)

2)

Delete rubbish first with ease (5)

3)

Not one of two in there maybe (7)

4)

Messages from Robin? (6)

5)

Old boy in car crash takes yoga position (5)

6)

Shorten river crossing? (7)

7)

Walk in the sea topless to confuse (5)

Sudoku

12) For many was in the past (4)
14) Placed on a circus tent (4)
16) Confused over gay traveller (7)
18) Covers – and puts sheep to bed? (7)
19) Reserve untidy abode following fashion (7)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.
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