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Issue no 67 October 2013
Dear Residents
This bumper issue of the Duck contains
important news for every resident. The
Moorpool Heritage Trust has now taken over
several community facilities and is seeking to
raise the funding needed to buy the rest (see
p6). These changes mark a first and welcome
step in returning community facilities to
residents’ control: the halls, shops and
sporting facilities Whilst some residents
remain concerned about the interface
between the Trust and the Residents’
Association, it is essential that the two
organisations work together on this matter and
this issue of the Duck puts forward some
ideas about how this could happen. The
Residents’ Association Annual General
Meeting will take place on 11th November
2013. Please come and put your point of view.
Also in this issue there is news about the
Moorpool Festival and the usual update on
clubs and societies.
Could you help to deliver the Duck in your
street? At the moment we reply on a small
band of people and it would be very helpful to
have some extra people to spread the load.
Please let me know if you can help.
Best wishes, Paula
paulamariamcg156@gmail.com
To publish in the Duck please send items
by
20th November

For publication in
December

Dates for 2014 will be available in the
December issue

Dates for your diary
Event
Date
Annual General 11th November, 2013
Meeting
On the upper hall at The
Circle
Carol walk
15th December 2013

MiB plant sale

10 May 2014

What’s happening?
Moorpool Festival: The Committee of the
Residents Association would like to extend a
big thank you to all those who came along to
help run this year’s Moor Pool Festival and all
those who attended on a day of mixed
weather. The Hall was full of stalls with
wonderful donations of cakes provided by
many people. The variety of stalls was
excellent featuring many of the Estate’s Clubs
and Associations. We were also lucky to have
displays of wool spinning, vintage cars and a
police car brought down by Charlotte Alcock,
our local PCSO, and her team. Pictures are
on the www.moorpool.com website.
The 'Guess the number of Smarties in the jar'
competition and the sale of Moor Pool
Christmas Cards came to £31. The total
number of Smarties in the jar was 1200.
There were two correct guesses - Jan Scott
and Zofia Harries. Does anyone know Zofia?
There was no response to the email.
Can you spare some time to help with fund
raising?
2013/14 is an exceptional year in Moor Pool's
history. Communication will be essential to
successfully raising the £325k required to
secure the halls, shops and sporting facilities
and bring them back under residents’ control.
The Moorpool Residents’ Association is
planning to develop a network of 'resident
champions' who work to support the MPHT
aims
by
sharing
and
co-ordinating
communication. This idea is in its very early
stages and we will develop more detail in the
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weeks ahead. If 50 people volunteered to be
'resident champions' each person would have
responsibility for contacting 10 households
over the next 12 crucial months (but the more
the merrier!). As a 'resident champion' you
would be asked to

pass on information to your
neighbours as a way of
encouraging them to get involved.
feedback thoughts/ideas from your
neighbours to the MRA.

Please take a few minutes to think about
helping us to help you by becoming a
'residents’ champion'. If you're up for getting
involved please let me, Sally Bourner, know.
You can send me an e-mail to
jcbmoorpool@gmail.com or drop a note
through the door.
Please include your name, address, e-mail (if
you have one) and contact number.
We are provisionally looking to get volunteer
'resident champions' together at 1930hrs on
Wednesday 23rd October (venue TBA as
dependent on the number of people
interested) to talk through in more detail.
Best wishes, Sal
Rubbish matters: New Chargeable Green
Recycling Collection Service
As a result of Birmingham City Council’s need
to make savings, it is no longer able to provide
the green recycling service free of charge. So,
this November will see the final free collection
service throughout the city.
Households which sign up to the service will
be supplied with a 240-litre wheelie bin (or
sacks where wheelie bins are not practical)
and will have 20 fortnightly green recycling
collections for £35 per year. Anyone who
signs up by 15 November 2013 will receive
a £5 ‘early bird’ discount - bringing it to
£30 for the year.
To sign up now or for further details, visit
birmingham.gov.uk/greenrecycling
Fly tipping: Areas such as The Spinney and
The Square have become regular dumping
grounds for all sorts of rubbish. Fly tipping is
not just unsightly; it is illegal.

Please report any dumped rubbish
Birmingham City Council at
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/flytipping

to

Wheelie bins: If you are struggling to put your
wheelie bin out for collection, you can apply
for assistance at
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/recycling. Any
problems with the assisted collection service
should be reported to
Kevin Mitchell, Assistant Director
Fleet and Waste Management
0121 675 0648
kevin.mitchell@birmingham.gov.uk
Councillor James McKay
Email:
james.mckay@birmingham.gov.uk
Tel: 0121 303 2039
Wanted!
Old white sheets to form the backdrop to a
Santa’s Grotto this Christmas.
Please contact Rob Sutton 426 5669
Security: SCAMMERS who pretend to be
police officers in order to trick people into
handing over their bank cards to a fake
courier are targeting the elderly in
Birmingham. Three people are known to have
been approached since the start of October
prompting police to issue a warning to older
people.
In all three crimes and elderly person has
received a call from a “PC Miller” who claims
to be based at Holborn police station in
London; this person has quoted a fictional
police officer ID number of 3553. Victims have
been told that their bank cards have been
cloned and they should contact their bank
immediately in order to ensure that no money
has been withdrawn from their account. If
victims telephone their bank their call will be
intercepted by an accomplice who will then
take details of their account. At this point “PC
Miller” has claimed to need the original bank
card as evidence and has offered to send a
'courier' to the victim's address to collect it.
Once this has been done, the cards have
been used along with the PIN numbers to
withdraw as much cash as possible.
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Protect yourself against courier fraud. If you
receive one of these calls end it immediately.
Your bank will never send a courier to your
home. Yours bank and/or the police will never
collect your bank card or ask for your PIN.
If you've been a victim of this scam please
report it to
Action Fraud - call 0300 123 2040 or visit
<http://www.actionfraud.police.uk>
www.actionfraud.police.uk<http://www.actionfr
aud.police.uk>.
If you have concerns about any security
issues please contact
PCSO Charlotte Alcock 31047
Harborne Team
101
Ext 7863 6667
What’s on?
Coffee mornings: take place in the small hall,
10am-12.00, on the last Saturday of every
month except December. Everyone is
welcome.

Moor Pool Reading Club
Thursday 24
October
Capital
John Lanchester
To be introduced
by Lynda
Huddleston
.
Thursday 19
ToDecember
be introduced
by Ann Griggs (11
Water
for elephants
April
2013)
Sarah Gruen
To be introduced
by Janine Sutton
.

Clubs and societies
Moorpool Players: The next production will
be Alan Ayckbourn's classic Christmas
comedy, 'Season's Greetings'. The play will be
directed by John Healey and will be staged
from 20th - 23rd November at 7.30 with an
additional performance on the 23rd at 2.00.
Tickets priced at £6.50 are available from
Moor Pool News and Wine and the Box Office
on 07804182393. The usual selection of hot
and cold refreshments and wine will be
available. The Players' previous two
productions have sold out and once again if
you are thinking of going to the play, the
advice is, "book early".
Caroline’s Cake Company
Moor Pool based cake designer creating
tiered and sculpted cakes for those special
times when only cake will do.
Contact:
www.carolinescakecompany.co.uk

New members are alwaysTo
welcome:
email me,
be introduced
or just turn up. We meet in
the
Small
Hall,
by Ann Griggs
(11The
Circle, Moor Pool on aApril
Thursday,
7.30pm2013)
8.30pm. There is a small annual charge of
£10.
Contact: Tricia Cusack
(triciacusack@gmail.com)
Moorpool in Bloom (MiB)
Sales at the Moorpool Festival raised £72.05.
Bulb planting is well underway. All the areas
and allotments need some tidying up before
winter sets in.
Plant sale for 2014: 10 May 2014 11-3pm
Venue East Pathway
For information about MiB contact Liz Muir
Tel: 07792473975 or 0121 427 3973. Email:
e.muir276@btinternet.com
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Wildlife conservation group:
Join us for our next meeting: Thursday 14th
November, 8pm, Lower Hall, The Circle.
Cake and lemonade as usual. Additions to the
species count greatly welcomed. Contact
Rosanna on rag@doctors.org.uk or Jenny on
jennyhiley@gmail.com for more information.
Bonfires: Hedgehogs, frogs and toads love to
hibernate in piles of mud and water in autumn
but may also be in wood plies. PLEASE take
time to move your wood pile before setting
light to it to give the animals a chance to
escape. Provide creatures with a new home
by building a small pile of wood and leaves
nearby - leave this over winter. On the day,
give the fire pile a good shake, and light it
from one side. Afterwards, dampen down hot
ash and clear away litter. Sam is happy to
help – just email samuelghinai@hotmail.co.uk.
Whilst waiting for help from the Wildlife Trust,
we’ll be joining with Moor Pool in Bloom to
grow plants (with a wildlife twist!) for May’s
sale. We’ll work on an exhibition of caterpillars
and butterflies, growing food plants for both.
We have space on MiB’s allotment (thanks
Mike) and have acquired an allotment of our
own!

friends from East Pathway also helped by
preparing and selling delicious cakes. The
total amount raised was £216.05 and we have
since received a letter of thanks from the
hospital to say the money will be used
towards the planned Cancer Centre. Many
thanks, Lucy Rose (Mum)
lrose100@btinternet.com

The
Salon
A long established local hair salon where
clients receive a warm and friendly
welcome from Michele and her
experienced team.
6 Lonsdale Road

Tel: 0121 428 4284

Letters to the Editor
From Lucy Rose
Hi, I wish to thank the local residents for
supporting my daughters’ charity cake sale for
Birmingham Children's Hospital on the green
of East Pathway on 16th August. They spent
two days baking and prepared over 175
cakes. Waitrose donated all of the ingredients
free of charge which was wonderful; their

Harborne Village Butchers

Free range meat and eggs
12 Lonsdale Road B17 9RA
Tel:0121 426 4424
Open from 8am
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Golf Tuition
Local resident Alison Nicholas is a PGA
qualified teaching professional available for
lessons at Hagley Golf & Country Club on
Mondays & Wednesdays (including evenings).
All ages and abilities welcome.
As a tournament professional Alison won 18
events worldwide including the 1987 British
Open and the 1997 US Open.
Alison
represented Europe six times in the Solheim
Cup, with victories in 1992, 2000 and 2003.
She was the European Team Captain in 2009
& 2011 when Alison captained the European
Team to a dramatic and memorable victory
over the USA team at Killeen Castle.

Moorpool News & Wine
Raj and her family stock an excellent selection
of foods and household necessities, and also
provide an unbeatable range of services, now
including the Health Lottery and UPS parcel
drop & collect, all right at the heart of our
community. From fresh samosas, mobile topups, stamps, and dry-cleaning, to cash
facilities, medicines, a copier / fax, and
tempting offers, there really is something for
everyone, so please... shop local. Credit cards
accepted. Orders welcome. Deliveries made.
Open Mon to Fri 7am - 7pm, Sat 7.30am 7pm & Sun 7.30am - 1pm.
Tel: 0121 428 1061.
Email: moorpoolnews@hotmail.co.uk

To book a lesson telephone: 01562 883852
For more information about Alison and prices
please visit www.alisonnicholas.co.uk .
Membership of the Residents Association
The MRA works to look after the environment
of the estate and provide community social
events. You can help by joining the MRA.
--------------------------------------------------I/We would like to join the Moor Pool
Residents Association. I enclose my payment
of: £5.00 Individual….. or £8.00 Family……
(Tick which applies)
Cheques should be made payable to Moor
Pool
Residents
Association.
Please
complete the form below and send it with your
cheque to The Treasurer, C/O 4, High Brow.
--------------------------------------------------I/We should like to join the Moor Pool
Residents Association. I enclose my payment
of: £5.00 Individual….. or £8.00 Family……
Moor Pool Residents Association.
Name
………………………………………………
Address
………………………………………………
Tel ………………………………………
Email …………………………………….
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Moorpool Heritage Trust news

Community facilities
Banner Homes

handed

amenities. We thank them for their
involvement and support.
This is the first step in the mission of the
MPHT to acquire all of the community facilities
on Moor Pool. These facilities were included
in the 106 agreement and so we have only to
pay the legal costs of their transfer to the
Trust. This has to be carried out properly as
these lands are spaced all over the Estate and
the Trust must ensure their ownership is free
of any problems.
over

by

On Tuesday 2nd October 2013 a ceremonial
hand over took place at Winterbourne House
in which a number of the community facilities
owned by Banner Homes were handed over
to the Moor Pool Heritage Trust. These
facilities were sold to Banner Homes by
Grainger as part of the land sale of the areas
which now have new housing on them. The
facilities comprise the garages at The
Spinney, all the Moor Pool allotments, the
Orchard and land for the community garden at
the bottom of Margaret Grove. These
community assets had been
At the ceremony Mark Booth, the MD of
Banner
Homes
and
Rob
Sutton
MPHT signed a book entitled Rebirth of
Community Ownership, an apt description for
a very significant day in Moor Pool’s history;
pictures are available on the website at
www.moorpool.com.
In attendance were Directors and staff
from Banner Homes, Trustees, senior estate
residents Mary Saunders and Barbara Ikin,
Margaret O'Hara, Paul Mountain of Martineau
and MP Gisela Stuart.
This is the first time that these assets will have
been back under the control of Moor Pool
residents since Harborne Tenants was sold to
a private property developer in the 1990s.
They were returned to the MPHT by the
kindness and cooperation of Banner Homes
who have understood and supported our
mission for residents control our local

The remainder of the facilities - including the
hall,
shops
and community sporting
facilities must be bought from Grainger; this is
why we are launching a large fundraising
campaign to raise £325K by September 2014.
This is ambitious but it is a once in a lifetime
opportunity to preserve and secure our
community
facilities.
We
shall
need
everyone’s help to do this. The Trustees are
looking at various ways to raise this £325K but
it's important that we raise a large part of it
locally if we are to expect to secure funding
elsewhere. Volunteers are urgently needed so
please contact us at if you can help in any
way.
Email: fundraising@moorpool.com or contact
Margaret at mohara74@gmail.com or Jules at
jcbmoorpool@gmail.com .
Donations
You can donate right now to the fund by
pledging to buy a virtual brick. Anyone who
donates more than £100 will have their
name inscribed on a memorial feature to be
placed either in the hall, community garden or
other public space. You can pledge to buy a
virtual brick, door or window at
www.moorpoolfundraising.co.uk.
The other way to earn money for MPHT
without it costing you a penny is to sign up for
Give as You Live at
http://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/moorpool
EasyfundRaising at
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mo
orpool.
Whenever you do any online shopping please
check if your shop will give a donation to
MPHT.
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Tombola: Thank you to everyone who either
donated items or bought tickets for the
tombola at the Moorpool Festival. This raised
£100.60.
Unclaimed
Tombola
prizes
consisting of chocolates and toys: Contact
Jayne or Alex at 55 Carless Avenue.
100 Square Club: Select one number from 1100 for the year. £1.00 x 12 months = £12.00
donation. Each month a number is pulled out
of a bucket by a resident at the MRA Coffee
morning. Each winner receives 25% of that
month’s donations. Hopefully £25! Alex or
Jayne Millicheap will be knocking on your door
anytime soon. Thank you to all who have
contributed so far: over £400!
MPHT Summer Ball June 2014: Informal
chat about possible ideas and involvement
with Jayne, Alex and Charlotte Millicheap at
55 Carless Avenue on Sunday 20th October
and Sunday 17th November at 11;00 am.
Coffee/tea and biscuits provided.
MPHT Community Allotment up-date:
Thank you to every volunteer who has helped
to clear the MPHT Community Allotment. It is
now starting to take shape. Friends of Moor
Pool and residents are busy thinking of ideas
as to how to make best use of the space.
Contact Jayne Millicheap for any information /
ideas. 55, Carless Avenue or by e-mail at
millicheap@msn.com
Garages: By the time you read this we should
have issued leases for the first garages that
are to be owned by the community: the eleven
refurbished ones at The Spinney. We must
thank Banner Homes for this again and for
their help with legal costs. The Builders Yard’
garages will follow soon once the necessary
insurance has been put in place. The twelve
new garages in The Valley and Kendrick
Close will follow later and we are in discussion
with Banner Homes about the management
contributions we need to make once we own
these and how much rent we will need to
charge .
Parking: There will also be some reserved
parking places for Moor Pool residents on the
Borne valley sites. Details of what will be

made available and the annual cost will be
available soon. Anyone interested in one of
these places should contact us.
Allotments: These have been ceremonially
handed over to the Trust but the actual
transfer will take a little while as the lawyers
sort the complexities of this large area of land.
There will be nine areas of allotment plots and
the community garden. Banner Homes’
contractors have nearly completed work; there
are just a few sycamores which had birds’
nests in to be removed. We have also been
lucky in finding a number of volunteer groups
which have helped us clear the allotments.
We must thank three groups from Lloyds Bank
(via Business in the Community) and one from
Mondelez (former Cadbury/Kraft). We have
another group from Mondelez scheduled for
late October. We will need to find a few more
groups to help in particular with the allotments
(A) between North Gate and High Brow. We
also thank the Birmingham City Council
Apprentices/Trainees and Lee in particular for
removing the vast piles of green bags that the
volunteers’ work generated.
Waiting lists: Both the garages and allotment
waiting lists are filling up (and are indeed full
in some areas) but if you want either a garage
or an allotment plot please contact Igor at
ticusack@blueyonder.co.uk 137, Ravenhurst
Rd. 01214262462. There are some vacant
plots still left on Area J off the Circle.
Shop: The shop at the Circle is an important
meeting place for the community. We know
that many of you are really busy with work and
family commitments, and will do most of your
shopping at the supermarket as we do, but if
you are able to buy the odd thing every week
at Raj’s, this will help us keep a shop in the
centre of the Estate.
Igor Cusack, Secretary, MPHT.

Membership of the Trust: If you are not
a member of the Trust and have lived on
the Estate for more than three years
please do join us. If you are a member of
a club do encourage your club to join as
well. It will cost you nothing and give you
a say in how we move forward
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Give as you Live
MPHT is now on Give as You Live. Shop at
your favourite stores online and they will
donate to Moor Pool Heritage Trust.
See
http://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/moorpool
Surplus Fruit?

It’s Now, or Never!
This is our chance to buy the
community facilities the halls, tennis courts,
bowling green, pond & shops

The Urban Harvest project in Northfield works to
prevent the waste of surplus urban fruit. Do you
have a fruit tree that's too much for you? Please
contact them and ask how to have it harvested
and distributed to others. Please pass the
message on to neighbours who are not online.
See
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/urban-harvest
MPHT is now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/MoorPoolHeritageTrust

THE CHALLENGE
Raise £325,000 in one year.

Why?

If we don't, the community assets
will be broken up and auctioned or
sold.

We need your help and
support
by donating, supporting events or
organising your own event.
Contact us:
fundraising@moorpool.com

Advertise in the Duck
The Moor Pool Duck newsletter is delivered to
over 500 houses on the estate which is a
conservation area.
Pre designed adverts should be supplied as a
jpeg or in Word for formatting.
Advertisers are responsible for ensuring they
have rights to any copyright images.
The Moor Pool Residents Association
reserves the right to withdraw or refuse
adverts.
For further information contact
paulamariamcg156@gmail.com
To arrange payment contact
mikefosterwork@gmail.com
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