Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb

F

rom the Chair

There is much great stuff to read about in
this month's edition of The Duck so I am
going to keep my bit brief and leave space
for all the latest news.
Firstly sharing sad news about one of our oldest
residents, Mary Saunders, who died recently. Mary was
born at No 1 North Gate 98 years ago and lived there
all her life. Her parents moved there when the house
was first built. Until recent months she could be seen
on her daily constitutional walking from her home to
the bus stop on Ravenhurst Road. She epitomised the
community spirit that makes our estate so very special
and unique. Our condolences go to Mary's family and
the many MoorPudlians who knew her.

Talking of community spirit, our event on
Sunday 12th June to celebrate the Queen's 90th
birthday IS GOING AHEAD. It will be an
informal opportunity to get together and make
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What’s On?
FILM FESTIVAL - The Circle Cinema’s inaugural
event over the weekend of June 4th and 5th. More
details page 4.
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. June 12th in
East Pathway (see opposite).
LUNAR SOCIETY talk by Rachel West on June 16th.
More details on page 6.

new friends. We will be putting up bunting and

SOFT PLAY. Try out animal themed soft play for free
on June 18th. See page 6.

setting up tables for people to gather in East

VOLUNTEER OPEN DAY on June 18th. See page 6.

Pathway. Bring your own picnic and drink,

QUIZ WITH FISH & CHIPS. A regular and popular
event in the Main Hall on June 18th.

your family and friends and come and join us
(hopefully in the sunshine) anytime between
4pm and 6pm. If anyone would like to help us
set up from 2pm please let me know

PERIERA ROAD Open Gardens on July 3rd. Full
details on page 2.
THE CRUNCH. A foodie-fun-family-friendly day on
July 27th. See page 6.

salbmoorpool@gmail.com.
In the meantime enjoy the sunshine and the outdoor
wonders of Moor Pool at this time of year. Talking of
wonders of Moor Pool……….(standby for the grouch)
…….our many green spaces and grass verges make this
estate so special. On behalf of all residents could I
politely ask people who are parking on the lovely
verges to kindly stop. Our Moor Pool Residents
Association parking notices may be appearing on
certain cars soon..…….grouch over and back to enjoy
the sunshine and loveliness of Moor Pool!
The Moor Pool Duck

CIRCLE TENNIS Open Event on June 25th. More
details page 5.

Best wishes and I hope to meet many more of you at
our event on Sunday 12th June.
Sal
Sally Bourner
Chair of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
salbmoorpool@gmail.com

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Forthcoming Events
Coffee Mornings

Publication Dates

Circle Cinema Film Festival

Last Saturday of the month,
Lower Hall, 10:30-12:00
Sat and Sun, June 4th and 5th

Fish & Chip Quiz

Saturday, June 18th

Circle Tennis Open Event

Saturday, June 25th

Reading Group

Thursday, July 14th

Pimm's Party

Sunday, August 28th

Heritage Festival

Sunday, September 11th

Reading Group

Thursday September 15th

Public Talk (details tbc)

Wednesday, October 26th

Fish & Chip Quiz

Saturday, November 12th

Moorpool Players

November 16th - 19th

Christmas Grotto

Sunday, December 11th

Carol Walk

Sunday, December 11th

M
L
I
F
3:30pm He

Publication Date

30th July 2016

August/September

24th September 2016

October

26th November 2016

December

Please send letters, articles and advertising
copy for inclusion in the next issue to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

Pereira Road Open
Gardens
Nos 14, 50 and 55 Pereira Road will again be
opening their gardens in aid of the National
Gardens Scheme on Sunday, 3rd July, from
2pm to 5pm.
Combined entrance fee is £4, and all proceeds
go to charity. The Harborne Nature Reserve
will also be open, as well as the allotment site
where tea and cakes can be purchased.
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Mike Foster's garden at No 14 was featured
on a BBC1 programme last year, and this
garden and No 50 either have been or will
shortly be featured in Amateur Gardening.
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Saturday 4th June
Named Me Malala (PG)
7:30pm Apollo

13 (PG)

Sunday 5th June
3:00pm The

Incredibles (U)

7:30pm Brooklyn (12A)
Doors open 30 minutes prior to screening
Tickets £5 (£2 under 16) available from Moorpool News and Wine,
on the door (subject to availability) or reserve on-line.
On-line reservation only at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. Festival
passes £15 (£6 for under 16s). Members: tickets £2, Festival Passes
£6. See our web site for membership details.

info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk
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D

id You Know?

SHOP A LIDL LESS SMARTER. Supermarket chain Lidl
has recalled its own-brand tinned fish - because it
doesn't list fish as an ingredient on the label.
EXERCISE YARD. Three-quarters of UK children spend
less time outside than prison inmates according to a
new survey.
DOUBLE ENTRY. Accountants exposed as Britain’s
worst drivers. A study of insurance claims shows that
the five most dangerous professions (at least behind the
wheel) are accountants, solicitors, doctors, and
financial advisers. The safest are roofers, farm
workers, builders, lorry drivers and cleaners.
TERRORISTS? M&S bras spark terrorism alerts at
airports. Bras sold at Marks & Spencer are reportedly
causing disruption at airports because the underwiring
is setting off security scanners. The problem is caused
by a special metal which is only used by M&S for bras.
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ON A ROLL. Going to the loo has got more expensive.
Britain's leading toilet roll manufacturer has been
caught shortening the length of its loo paper by
consumer group Which? Andrex standard toilet paper
roll has cut its sheets to 221 from 240, an 8 per cent
drop. But the price has stayed the same.
SCAMS. Latest research estimates that 180 million
fraudulent e-mails are sent each day in the UK. That
works out at about 4 each.
SWEET CHARIOT. The earliest known recording of the
'official' England rugby anthem "Swing low, sweet
chariot" dates from 1909. It was used as the 1991
World Cup song and reached No.16 in the charts. The
lyrics are thought to refer to an underground network
that helped slaves escape working on the railroads in
America of the 1800s.

www.moorpool.com
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Club & Society News
Moorpool Bowls Club

Circle Cinema

The club welcomes new members, you can play with a
variety of ailments, bad knees, bad back, arthritic
hands, asthma, bad hearing, you can play even 100%
healthy if you’re lucky, however we are all enjoying
ourselves.

Our inaugural launch will be a Film Festival over the
weekend of June 4th and 5th.

You will find us off Ravenhurst Road behind the
fishing pool.

 3:30pm - He Named Me Malala (PG)
 7:30pm - Apollo 13 (PG)

If you call in any Tuesday or Friday from 11am to 1pm
or a Wednesday from 1.30 to approx. 4.30 you can
have a look round and chat with any of the members,
no pressure is put on to join, we will give one to one
tuition to see if you like playing at no charge.
The bowling season runs from April to the end of
September. From October to March we have social
whist every Wednesday afternoon and one evening
every month throughout the year. A social membership
is available for those who don’t wish to play bowls.
If you want to ring and make an appointment call Pam
on 0121-550 1316.
———————————————————————————

Then, on Sunday 5th June:
 3:00pm - The Incredibles (U)
 7:30pm - Brooklyn (12A)

Doors will open 30 minutes prior to these times and
tickets can be reserved in advance from
tickets@circlecinema.co.uk, or on the door (subject to
availability). Non-member tickets are also available
from Moor Pool News and Wine at The Circle.
 Members: £2
 Non-members: £5
 Children (under 16): £2

Film Festival passes grant entry to all four screenings
and are available from tickets@circlecinema.co.uk.
 Members: £6
 Non-members: £15

Moorpool Skittles Club

 Children (under 16): £6

The Summer skittles season is in full swing do come
and join us on Monday evenings at 7.30p.m (excluding
bank holidays) in the Alley off the Lower Hall. During
the summer we have a few extra dates on a Wed
evening, do contact if interested. Visitors and new
members are very welcome to come for an evening of
gentle exercise, good fun and friendly chat! There is a
competitive element but generally we just have good
fun and a lot of laughs! All abilities welcomed (though
sadly not all ages – over 16yrs on our club nights) there
is a ramp to roll balls down for those who find bending
a bit of a chore. Moorpool is so fortunate to have this
alley – if you’ve not seen it then do come and have a
look – you will be amazed! Two alley’s – one flat, the
other rounded, lots of original features and no
mechanics or electrics to help re-stack the pins –
definitely a return to another age! Further information
keithwinkley@blueyonder.co.uk.
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Doors will open at 3:00pm on Saturday June 4th with
a special guest speaker followed by:

Refreshments will be available and/or byod.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk
———————————————————————————

Moor Pool Reading Group
Our next meeting is on Thursday 14 July 7.308.30pm in the Small Hall, The Circle, Moor
Pool, when Jay will introduce Chris Cleave's The
Other Hand. The following meeting will
be on Thursday 15 September, same time and place,
when Lindsay will introduce Emily St. John
Mandel's Station Eleven.
Look forward to seeing all our usual members and
anyone else who enjoys reading and discussing what
they have read. For further details please contact
Tricia, triciacusack@gmail.com.

www.moorpool.com
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Club & Society News cont...
Moorpool in Bloom Plant Sale

Local News and Events

Despite threatening weather, and a rather cold Spring,
the annual Moor Pool in Bloom plant sale was another
success and raised £759.51.

Do you have any local news items that may interest
your fellow readers, issues you’d like to share, or want
to promote your local club or let people know about
special events?

Liz Muir's sons very kindly attended to lend support,
and I am sure felt we were carrying on Liz's legacy in
style. Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to
put on the event, and to the customers who came and
bought the plants.
We are getting low on 5 inch / 1 litre pots, so if anyone
has any, can you drop them off at the Wentworth Gate
allotments or behind the notice board on Winterbourne
Lane.

If so, why not place a notice or write a short article or
letter for inclusion in the next Duck? Please send to
duck@moorpool.com before July 30th.

Moorpool News and Wine

———————————————————————————

The Circle Tennis Club Open Day
Want to try tennis but don't know where to start?
Played tennis before and want to get back into it?
The Circle Tennis Club would like to invite you to its
Open Day on Saturday 25th June at 12.30pm – 4pm.
There will be free coaching available from 1.30pm (all
equipment is provided)
Meet members of the team and enjoy some
refreshments. All ages and abilities welcome.
If you join up on the day you will receive a free club
polo shirt (or two for family membership).

A message from Raj
My family is proud to have served the Moorpool
community from this corner shop for nearly a
decade. In light of recent changes on the estate
we are keen to extend a warm welcome to the
many new residents and invite them to come in
and see everything we have to offer as there
really is something for everyone. We would also
like to take this opportunity to thank all our loyal
customers for their continued support and ask
any remaining residents who have yet to shop
local to please... just give us a try because

WE RELY ON YOUR
REGULAR CUSTOM

For more information on The Circle Tennis Club please
see our website: http://www.circletennisclub.net

Why not advertise your business in the Moor Pool Duck?
The Moor Pool Duck is a local community newsletter serving residents of the Moor Pool estate in
Harborne, described in the Sunday Times (25/1/15) as “the jewel in Harborne’s crown”.
It is published six times a year and delivered to over 500 homes and
businesses on the Moor Pool estate and is also published on line and
distributed electronically to a wider readership.
Prices start at £45.50 pa, covering six issues, for a quarter page and we
can even help you create the advertisement if you don’t have your own.
If your business could benefit from advertising directly to this unique
catchment area, please contact us at duck@moorpool.com.
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Update from the Hall Manager and Education Officer
(Barbara and Rachel)
Heritage Open Days – ‘Secret’
Gardens
This year is the 300th anniversary of the birth of royal
gardener and landscape architect Capability Brown
and as a result one of national themes is ‘Secret
Gardens’ that are not normally open to the public. This
seems to be the perfect time to showcase Moor Pool
hidden green spaces and encouraging visitors to
explore this hidden oasis. So for the first time this
year’s Moor Pool Heritage Festival on Sunday 11th
September will take place not only at the Main Hall
but also at the newly opened Community Garden, and
we are hoping to link the two with various trails and
activities between the sites including live music, trails
and performances that interconnect the open spaces
around Moor Pool. We are in particular looking for
‘roaming musicians’, to bring these spaces to life so
please get in touch if you are a band or group
interested in getting involved!
For Heritage Open Day on September 11th we are
looking for volunteers to help with the following:
8.00-11.00

Set up Main Hall/ equipment/ etc

11.00-15.00

Helping out as runners/ meet &
greet/ stalls etc

15.00 -18.00

Helping take down and clear up

Upcoming Activities!
The Lower Hall is now transformed into the Moorpool
Pre-school Tuesdays to Thursdays 9.00-12.00 so get in
touch with Abi Philips on 07821560224 if you wish to
join any two year olds!
Up above in the Main Hall we have the first of the
Balboa Swing Dance sessions starting on Saturday 18th
June, which is the perfect opportunity to work up an
appetite before getting brain in gear for the evening
Fish & Chip Quiz Supper!
Other upcoming events in the Hall in June are:
Thursday 16th June: 18.30 for 19.00pm start:
(Lower Hall) the Lunar Society Talk by Rachel West
Saturday 18th June 9.30-12.00: (Main Hall)
Rock & Roll Soft Play Hire- come and try out
animal themed play equipment for free!
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Saturday 18th June 14.00-16.00: (Lower Hall)
Volunteer Open Day – come and find out more about
opportunities including the following roles Tour
Guiding/ Events Volunteers and Maintenance
Volunteers.
Wednesday 27th July 12.00 – 16.00: (venue tbc)
The Crunch – foodie-fun-family-friendly day in
partnership with Thinktank Museum!

Education and other
volunteering opportunities
The education offer has been developing since the last
edition of The Duck and we will be delivering our first
official session to a local primary school on Wednesday
25th May, with other sessions booked between this date
and the end of the school year in July. Local schools
are liaising with us as we perfect the offer, and their
feedback on these sessions will be invaluable as we
tweak the sessions and get an online brochure ready for
distribution by the end of the summer term. Thanks to
everyone who have been so generous with their offers
of objects and toys which will support the delivery of
education sessions, and we are still looking for other
objects and toys if you feel you could donate or loan
them. We promise that they will be well looked after,
and it would be great to get these fascinating objects
out in the world and appreciated by the young people of
Birmingham!
As well as the volunteering opportunities that Barbara
mentioned above, we have put together new volunteer
role profiles to support the education offer. If you
would like to support education at Moor Pool through
volunteering, I will be on hand to have a chat with you
about the role profiles at our Volunteer Open Day in
June.
For further information or if you would like to be
involved in any way please get in touch with Barbara
(manager@moorpoolhall.com) or Rachel
(education@tctc.eu) or call 0121 426 2908
Kind Regards,
Barbara Nomikos
Hall Manager
Moor Pool Hall
Moor Pool Heritage Trust
0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolhall.com
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Letters
Dear Editor
Having been at the side entrance to the Community
Hall on Polling Day I was aware of the difficulty
people in wheelchairs were having negotiating the step.
It was also difficult for those using walking sticks. The
portable ramp is really not fit for purpose. One
gentleman in an electric chair was not able to access the
hall and his voting forms had to be brought out to him.
I understand the polling staff have requested a
permanent ramp on several occasions.
If this is possible before the EU Referendum I will
happily come and mix the concrete.
Gillian Whittaker
———————————————————————————

Road Safety
One resident has raised concern over road safety with
people driving too fast on the narrow estate roads,
particularly endangering children and pets. The
reader’s cat and a neighbour's have both been recently
hit and badly injured. While it is likely that commuters
are the main culprits, delivery vehicles and builders'
trucks are certainly part of the problem. She suggests
speed signs could be put at the edges of the estate to
alert people when they enter, for example at the
Lordswood Rd end of Carless Avenue. Other residents
may have suggestions. Views and comments to
duck@moorpool.com.

The Moor Pool Duck 7
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update
Annual General Meeting
Members and Club members will have received notice
of our AGM scheduled for Sunday, 12th June at 11.0012.30. If you are not a member and have lived on the
Estate for more than 3 years please do join. There is no
charge. We would welcome your views and
contributions as we need as much help and input from
residents as possible.

The Community Garden/Pocket Park
We would like to thank Kate Nancarrow and all those
who have been helping for the terrific work being
undertaken there. Soon the turf for the central lawned
area will be laid.

Go and have a look if you are having
a wander!
Do have a look at the Wildlife allotment – on the
allotments between Park Edge and Northgate:
wildflower seeds for Bumble Bees and Butterflies have
been planted and many of last year’s plants are
flowering now. The little hedge planted by Arden
School is also growing well. The Education allotment
near to the Square garages is being worked on by a
class from Baskerville School (based in Bournville
College) and is looking better every week.

Garages and Allotments
As I write this it looks as if we will acquire the 12 new
garages and the allotments within the next two weeks.
This will include the Community Garden and the
Orchard. We are most grateful to Banner Homes and
Cala Homes for transferring these assets to the
community. New leases will then be drawn up for those
on the new garage waiting list and tenancies issued for
the allotments. Our present intention is to charge £40 a
year for a standard sized allotment and £30 for a small
allotment. The eleven refurbished Spinney garages, and
the twelve new garages can only be leased to residents
of the Estate (but not those in the new housing). The
Builders’ Yard garages may be leased to anyone. There
are a few vacancies on the allotments, especially for
those off the Circle/West Pathway. If you want to rent
a garage, or wish to work an allotment, please contact
Barbara at manager@moorpoolhall.com
(01214262908) or the Secretary:
ticusack@blueyonder.co.uk, (01214262462).
The Moor Pool Duck 8

The MPHT Trustees


Nigel Bartram



Jules Bellingham



Sarah Copley



Igor Cusack (Secretary)



Jill Howes



Adrian Millicheap (Vice-Chair)



Simon Stirling (Chair)

———————————————————————————

Moor Pool Heritage Trust: www.moorpooltrust.co.uk
Moor Pool Hall: www.moorpoolhall.com
On Twitter @MoorPoolHT
Moor Pool Heritage Trust Facebook page
———————————————————————————
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RB PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Oceanic Fresh Fish

For all your home and garden
maintenance and remodelling.
All types of work carried out big or
small.
We offer a complete design and fitting
service or a simple fitting service:
fitted bathrooms / kitchens /
wetrooms / loft conversions /painting /
decorating / windows and doors /
fencing / decking / patios / guttering /
roofing / plus more
FOR YOUR FREE QUOTATION GIVE
US A CALL OR EMAIL

Family business established 1991

Coming to Moor Pool with a selection
of fresh fish.
Every Tuesday from 4-5pm from 6th October
Mobile van in Ravenhurst Road

Rob 07989558855

Tel: Stuart 07918106209

email rob@rb-maintenance.co.uk

Email: Stu-Gilbert@sky.com

www.rb-maintenance.co.uk

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Call Simon for a free quotation
07928677594
Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.
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James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
Contact lens specialist

0121 448 6606

Dry eye clinics

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com

Spectacle re-glazing service

26 The Circle,

NHS Patients also welcome

Harborne,

in a ‘no pressure’ environment

Birmingham B17 9DY

Harborne Painters & Decorators
High Quality
Interior &
Exterior Work

For a free quote call JIM on
07885 577 985 or 0121-688 2320
jamesleeharrison@hotmail.com

 20 years experience
 Fully insured
 Moorpool resident

www.harbornedecorators.co.uk
The Moor Pool Duck 10
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