Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb
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rom the Chair
As there is so much great stuff in this edition
of The Duck I will be brief as the articles
speak for themselves.

A highlight of the Moor Pool year was once again the
Heritage Festival. My particular thanks to Barbara
Nomikos and Rachel West who took the day to new
heights. Of course the day itself would not have been
possible without the hard work and commitment of
many volunteers from both on and off the estate. My
thanks to you too! People’s generosity and hard work
raised a splendid total of £2,783 which will support
MPHT’s work which Simon Stirling (chair of trustees)
details in this edition.
Recognising the busy lives we all lead, there are many
other quick and easy ways to support your community
to thrive. You can vote for Moor Pool in the Tesco
Bags of Help campaign (mentioned by Igor Cusack in
his article); you can Give As You Live (by choosing
Moor Pool Heritage Trust when you shop online
(https://www.giveasyoulive.com), and, you can become
a Friend of Moor Pool (a regular giving campaign
launched at the festival) by contacting Barbara
Nomikos.
As the darker nights start to descend why not cheer
yourself up by popping along to one of the many Moor
Pool events; classes taking place, or, join one of the
many clubs. There really is something for everyone to
enjoy.
Finally, I know residents will be delighted to see that
every road on the estate features on the proposed
20mph speed limits subject of consultation by
Birmingham City Council. And with that good news
time for me to sign off so you can read all the latest
Moor Pool news in more detail.
Sal Bourner
salbmoorpool@gmail.com
Moor Pool Residents’ Association chair
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What’s On?
CIRCLE CINEMA will be presenting Cinema
Paradiso on October 16th at 7pm. and on
November 6th a Peter Postlethwaite double bill
starting at 4pm. Full details on page 4.
FISH & CHIP QUIZ. The ever popular event returns
on November 12th at 7pm.

Proposed 20mph limit
Details and maps of the proposed 20mph areas,
including Moor Pool, are available at:
www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20163/
road_safety/324/20mph_speed_limits_in_birmingham
_slower_is_safer
———————————————————————————

Don’t forget to vote for Moor Pool’s Hidden
Spaces in Tesco’s Bags of Help between 31st October
and 13th November. Full details on page 6 and at
www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme
———————————————————————————

And remember, if your Duck does not arrive,
gets eaten by the dog, you want an extra copy or live
off the estate, then current and past issues can be
downloaded from our web site at www.moorpool.com.

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Forthcoming Events

Publication Dates

Coffee Mornings

Last Saturday of the month,
Lower Hall, 10:30-12:00

Circle Cinema

Sunday, October 16th

Public Talk (details tbc)

Wednesday, October 26th

Circle Cinema

Sunday, November 6th

Fish & Chip Quiz

Saturday, November 12th

Reading Group

Thursday, December 1st

Craft Fair

Saturday, December 10th

Christmas Grotto

Sunday, December 11th

Carol Walk

Sunday, December 11th

Circle Cinema

Saturday, December 17th
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Sunday 16th October

A Foreign Language Classic

Cinema Paradiso (PG)
Doors open 6:30pm

Sunday 6th November
A Peter Postlethwaite Double Bill
4:00pm
7:00pm

Publication Date

26th November 2016

December 2016

28th January 2017

February 2017

25th March 2017

April 2017

27th May 2017

June 2017

Please send letters, articles and advertising
copy for inclusion in the next issue to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

Moorpool Players
As you will have read in the last issue,
Moorpool Players have closed the curtain for
the last time after running for nearly 40
years. Secretary, Norma Mason, has sent us
the following...

presents...

7:00pm

Closing Date

“John Healey and I have been absolutely
overwhelmed with the amount of emails,
cards and letters received from people, even
as far away as Australia, thanking us for all the
years of pleasure and enjoyment Moorpool
Players have given and universally expressing
shock and sadness at the news. It would be
impossible to thank everyone individually for
their kind words so we have taken this
opportunity, through the Duck, to thank those
on the Moor Pool Estate who have expressed
many wonderful sentiments and kind wishes.
We are saddened we can no longer be a part
of the success that the Moor Pool Heritage
Trust is making of our wonderful facilities but
we wish them every success for the future.”

Brassed Off (15)

In The Name Of the Father (15)
Doors open 3:30 pm

Selection of refreshments available
Non-members tickets £5 (£2 under 16) Member tickets £2
Tickets are available in advance from tickets@circlecinema.co.uk,
or on the door (subject to availability).
Non-member tickets can also be bought from Moor Pool News and
Wine at The Circle.
See our web site for membership details.

info@circlecinema.co.uk
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Jayne Millicheap is raising funds for "Stand Up
To Cancer 2016" using "Velocity Zip Wire", in
Wales.
The "Velocity Zip Wire " is about a mile long,
the longest in Europe and you can reach speeds
of up to 85-100 miles per hour!
You can sponsor her through her JustGiving
page at: https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Jayne-Millicheap2016
duck@moorpool.com
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id You Know?

TAXING STATISTICS. The average British household
on a gross income of £41,027 will pay £826,323 in
taxes over a lifetime of 44 years, including £287,963 in
income tax, £169,371 in VAT, £107,045 in national
insurance and £65,068 in council tax.

JK. Joanne Rowling, best known as Harry Potter
author J.K. Rowling, adopted her pen name, J.K.,
incorporating her grandmother's name, Kathleen, for
the latter initial (she does not have a middle name)

GIVES YOU THE PIP! Apple had three co-founders:
Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak, and Ronald Wayne. Wayne
left the company in 1976 because he found Steve Jobs
difficult to work with. He sold his 10% share holding
for just £600. These shares are now worth £44bn.

CASH IN THE WARDROBE. The value of all the unworn
clothes in people’s wardrobes in Britain would fetch
£2.7bn if they were donated to charity, according to a
study by Marks and Spencer and Oxfam. The average
closet contains 152 items, of which 57 never see the
light of day.

AND ANOTHER great deal is the recent acquisition by
Channel 4 who have stumped up £75m for a tent and
Mr Angry.

THAT NEXT CALL. There is now a greater chance of
getting a scam phone call on your landline than a call
from friends or family.

GOLD STANDARD. Michael Phelps has 23 gold medals
to cement his status as the most-decorated Olympian of
all time and - somehow even more impressively enough individual golds to break a more than 2,000year-old record set by Leonadis of Rhodes in 152 BC.

CHEERS! Ancient yeast recovered from beer bottles
found in a shipwreck dating back to 1797 off the coast
of Australia has been revived and used to brew the
world's oldest beer. It was previously thought that beer
yeast could not survive longer than a decade.
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Club & Society News
Moorpool Skittles Club

Circle Cinema

The Summer skittles season is in full swing do come
and join us on Monday evenings at 7.30p.m (excluding
bank holidays) in the Alley off the Lower Hall. During
the summer we have a few extra dates on a Wed
evening, do contact if interested. Visitors and new
members are very welcome to come for an evening of
gentle exercise, good fun and friendly chat! There is a
competitive element but generally we just have good
fun and a lot of laughs! All abilities welcomed (though
sadly not all ages – over 16yrs on our club nights) there
is a ramp to roll balls down for those who find bending
a bit of a chore. Moorpool is so fortunate to have this
alley – if you’ve not seen it then do come and have a
look – you will be amazed! Two alley’s – one flat, the
other rounded, lots of original features and no
mechanics or electrics to help re-stack the pins –
definitely a return to another age! Further information
keithwinkley@blueyonder.co.uk.

Our Members’ Choice double bill on September 4th
was well supported with over 90 tickets sold and
everyone seemed to enjoy the thought provoking
Suffragette and chilling Everest.

———————————————————————————

Our next presentation is a foreign language classic:
Cinema Paradiso (PG) on 16th October at 7pm. Doors
open at 6:30pm and the usual refreshments will be on
offer.
On November 6th there will be a Peter Postlethwaite
Double Bill: Brassed Off (15) at 4pm and In The Name
Of the Father (15) at 7pm. Doors open at 3:30pm and,
again, a selection of refreshments will be available
before and between the films.
A Christmas double including It’s A Wonderful Life
(U) on December 17th will round off the year.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk
———————————————————————————

Cycle Club

Moorpool Bowls Club
The club welcomes new members, you can play with a
variety of ailments, bad knees, bad back, arthritic
hands, asthma, bad hearing, you can play even 100%
healthy if you’re lucky, however we are all enjoying
ourselves.

A group of Moor Pool residents are planning to run a
Cycle Club on the Estate in the near future, with the
help of Cycle UK. If you are interested in cycling or
would like to learn to cycle or just join a group please
get in touch will Jill on ajhowes@blueyonder.co.uk
or tel: 0121 426-2575

You will find us off Ravenhurst Road behind the
fishing pool.

———————————————————————————

If you call in any Tuesday or Friday from 11am to 1pm
or a Wednesday from 1.30 to approx. 4.30 you can
have a look round and chat with any of the members,
no pressure is put on to join, we will give one to one
tuition to see if you like playing at no charge.
The bowling season runs from April to the end of
September. From October to March we have social
whist every Wednesday afternoon and one evening
every month throughout the year. A social membership
is available for those who don’t wish to play bowls.
If you want to ring and make an appointment call Pam
on 0121-550 1316.

The Moor Pool Duck 4

Moor Pool Reading Group
Our next meeting is on Thursday 1st December. Jenny
Boucher will introduce A God in Ruins by Kate
Atkinson. Looking forward to seeing our usual
attendees at all these meetings, and anyone else who
enjoys books and discussing them will also be
welcome (apple juice provided!). For further details
please contact Tricia, triciacusack@gmail.com.
———————————————————————————

Local News and Events
If you have any local news items that may interest your
fellow readers, issues you’d like to share, or want to
promote any special events in the next Duck please
send to duck@moorpool.com before November 26th.

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Update on Hall Activities

from the Hall Manager

Moor Pool Heritage Festival
September 11th 11.00-15.00hrs
A huge thank you to everyone who helped out at this
year’s Moor Pool Heritage Festival, with a total of 600
volunteer hours and over 60 volunteers helping out
altogether! The festival would not have been possible
without everyone’s help and it really was a great
celebration of the community ethos and values that are
such an important part of Moor Pool’s heritage. Also
thank you to all who came along and donated and to
the effort of the clubs and particular thanks to the
Allotment Association, Moor Pool in Bloom and the
Rifle Club for the funds raised will all go towards the
future projects to improve the Hall and Moor Pool –
towards improving access, and the kitchen
refurbishment.
As well as the fantastic performances by those who
regularly use the hall visitors were also wowed by the
beautiful secret garden creations. - Congratulations to
Thora Thompson for the beautiful winning entry for
the Secret Garden competition – which included a sun
shining over the garden, which indeed it did
throughout the festival! Thank you to all other
participants and the beautiful secret garden creations
that were highly commended.

Pranayama Yoga: The Art of Relaxation Taster starts
Wednesday 12th October 19.30-20.45 (Main Hall)
Contact sarah@simplyblended.com 07976612210
Building Works
During August and September we have been carrying
out essential maintenance work to the Main Hall
including:
 making the chimney safe
 repair to the flat roof above one of the dormer

windows
 replacement of various cracked and broken tiles
 full replacement of the lead valley which is the

cause of water leaking into the Main Hall.
This has all been done using original like-for-like
materials that are more costly but in keeping with the
building’s Grade II Listed Building status, and part of
essential maintenance programme to improve the hall.
Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com

Upcoming Activities: For those of you that enjoyed
the Swing Dance taster at the Moor Pool Festival the
next of Hot Ginger Balboa Swing Dance Festival is on
Saturday 15th October - contact www.hotginger.org to
book or swing by on the day!
We have a number of new regular activities starting in
the Hall and upcoming events:
Moor Pool Tuition: extra English classes for KS3 and
KS4 on Wednesday 17.00-18.00 (Lower Hall)
Contact info@moorpooltuition.co.uk 07944293487
Salus Fatigue Foundation meeting: last Wednesday
of the month 13.30-14.30 (Lower Hall)
Contact info@salus.org.uk 07809246674
Moor Pool Pre-School are now open Monday-Friday
9.15-12.00 for 2 year olds (Lower Hall)
Contact vivianroadpreschool@gmail.com
07821560224
Pop along and find out more at their OPEN DAY on
Saturday 22nd October 10.00-12.00 – so do come
along!
The Moor Pool Duck 5
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Update on Education

from Rachel West, Education Project Officer

Lots has been going on since the last Duck to develop
both formal and informal education across Moor Pool.
Work has been continuing to build strong partnerships
with other organisations, which will hopefully bring
benefits to both themselves and to us.
We have had interest from a local Ranger in
Edgbaston, who would like to bring a group of
volunteers to clear the Education Allotment and assist
with maintaining the area, which would make its future
use for schools more viable.
During the summer I had a further meeting with staff
from Winterbourne House and Gardens, who are keen
to take the idea of a joint education offer forward with
schools visiting Moor Pool for half the day and
Winterbourne for the other half, which will be fantastic
for celebrating the life and work of J S Nettlefold, and
we will keep you updated on progress with this.
Keith Smith, the Director of 7E Youth Academy
visited Moor Pool in September and is interested in
developing a joint project to engage young people with
heritage and Birmingham visionaries, and is very keen
on including Moor Pool in the project.
A connection made earlier in the year with
ARTSCOOP led directly to a fantastic addition to
Moor Pool’s Heritage Festival. Two professional
artists came along from the organisation to deliver a
range of free art activities as part of the day, which
added a different dimension to the range of amazing
activities on display. I also ran a den building activity
as part of the Heritage Festival in our Orchard area,
which was very well received, and also produced two
new children’s quiz trail which encouraged visitors to
the festival to walk around more of the Moor Pool
estate, and led them past the beautiful Nettlefold
Garden.

Lastly, we are delighted to announce that Moor Pool’s
project ‘Secret Spaces’ has been shortlisted as part of
Tesco’s ‘Bags of Help’ funding scheme, which assists
with outdoor community projects. The grant
application was submitted earlier in the year and the
grant award will go towards developing The Orchard
area, and also to assist the fishing club with
maintaining the pool and surrounding area. The amount
we will actually receive is still to be determined, with
awards of £8,000, £10,000 or £12,000 up for grabs. The
final award comes down to a public vote, which will
take place in Midland Tesco stores between Monday
31st October and Sunday 13th November. We need
everyone’s help! Please get down to Tesco and vote for
Moor Pool’s ‘Secret Spaces’ project, and please ask all
your friends and contacts to do the same. If you would
like further details about the project, please feel free to
get in touch. I would really like to get a group of
interested people involved in this project, so that we
can make sure that any developments and future use of
the area has been properly consulted on, and reflects
the views of the local community. Please get in touch
with me if you would like to be involved with this.
Thanks
Rachel
education@tctc.eu
0121 426 2908

Moor Pool on-line
Moor Pool Residents’ Association
Moor Pool Heritage Trust
Moor Pool Hall

www.moorpool.com
www.moorpooltrust.co.uk
www.moorpoolhall.com

and on social media: @MoorPoolHT or the Moor Pool Heritage Trust Facebook page
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Paper boy or girl wanted
Must be over 13 years old. Please contact Raj at
Moorpool News and Wine on The Circle.
07448 173133 or 0121-428 1061.

Moor Pool News & Wine
Wide Variety of Beers, Wines & Spirits on
Special Offer
Stella
Carling, Foster, Carlsberg

(4x500ml cans)
£5.00
(4x500ml cans)
£3.99
(8x500ml cans)
£7.00
Stowells, Blossom Hill
(2x1ltr bottles)
£9.00
(All varieties)
(3x1ltr bottles)
£12.00
Echo Falls
(3x1ltr bottles)
£12.00
Premium Estates
(1x1ltr bottle)
£2.99
(2x1ltr bottles)
£5.00
Chile Wines
(1x70cl bottle) from £6.99
Soft Drinks
Coke (1x1.5ltr bottle)
£1.79
(2x1.5ltr bottle)
£3.00
Dry Cleaning Service, Health Lottery, Cash Machine,
Photocopying, plus a wide range of foods, household
items and other services

It’s your local shop - use it or lose it!
The Moor Pool Duck 7
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update
Message from our Chairman
We were all delighted to welcome the Lord Mayor and
Lady Mayoress to open what was a truly outstanding
Heritage Day last month. The sun shone, all the
facilities and clubs looked splendid
and the Lord Mayor commented what
a feeling of community togetherness
and spirit the event demonstrated.
Please take a look at his photos of the
day on twitter Lord Mayor of Bham –
@BrumLordMayor or the Facebook
account LordMayor
Birmingham@LordMayorBham
Thanks again to all the volunteers
and clubs who took part.
We entered our new financial year on
1st September and I look forward to
updating everyone on the numbers
for 2015/16 at the AGM. The Trust
remains in a strong financial position and we have
demonstrated our ability to run the Hall and other
facilities with a high degree of competence since
December 2014.

The refurbishment of the Main Hall
kitchen, a substantial project in itself
and for which we have started the
grant applications and quotes. We
would ideally like the work done over
the summer holidays of 2017.
As Trustees, we are very open to
feedback, whether through Barbara
Nomikos, Igor Cusack or myself
(simon.stirling@gmail.com). If you
are inspired to further help or support
the Trust, then please do seek me,
Barbara or any of the other Trustees
out. Consider becoming a Trustee!
A note from the Secretary

This is highly important, as this financial year marks
the next stage in Moor Pool’s development. We now
need to take these facilities on to the next level. What
are our objectives for the coming year?
Completion of the newly named Nettlefold Garden.
This was looking splendid at the Heritage Day and
fencing has recently been laid alongside the brook. The
next stage is the laying of a path for which we have to
apply for planning permission. The project is driven
forward by the Garden Committee under the leadership
of Kate Nancarrow.
The Transfer of the Allotments and Ravenhurst Road
garages from Cala Homes. This remains a windy road
but we now have buy-in to activity from Cala. No
promises on the timing though. I recognise this has
been a disappointment to many but we are and have
been on the case
The necessary repairs to the fabric of the Hall like the
roof repairs we recently completed and the realignment of the fire escape from the skittles alley
The full launch of our educational programme for
schools successfully piloted over the summer. If you
can help in any way, do contact our Education Official,
Rachel West.
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A full tree survey of all the trees on the Trust’s land in
the autumn, involving identification of species and
condition. This will lead to a programme of works,
which largely have to be completed during the winter
under the wide ranging Tree Preservation Order.

First, some really good news: as you will see elsewhere
in The Duck we have been successful in obtaining a
grant from the Tesco bag scheme of at least £8,000.
This is to be used mainly for sorting the fencing and
gates, removing rubbish, pruning branches from The
Orchard (which is used, amongst other things, for Forest
Schools). From the 31st October until the 13th November
when shopping at Tesco we all need to vote for Moor
Pool to get one of the higher awards of £10,000 or
£12,000.
When we acquire the new garages, leases will then be
drawn up for those to whom we can offer a garage:
currently there are 23 people on the waiting list. The
eleven refurbished Spinney garages, and the twelve new
garages can only be leased to residents of the Estate (but
not those in the new housing). The Builders’ Yard
garages may be leased to anyone. We need to refurbish
some more of these as there is a waiting list here as
well.
Many allotment plots were allocated some time ago and
some areas have been well cultivated while others have
been neglected. Once we start offering leases we will
know more clearly if there are other vacant plots. If you
want to lease a garage, or wish to work an allotment,
please contact Barbara at moorpoolhall@gmail.com
(0121-426 2908) or the Secretary:
ticusack@blueyonder.co.uk

www.moorpool.com
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Oceanic Fresh Fish

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Family business established 1991

Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594
or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com

Coming to Moor Pool with a selection
of fresh fish.
Every Tuesday from 4-5pm. Mobile
van by the Pool in Ravenhurst Road.

Discounted service available.

Tel: Stuart 07918106209

Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.

Email: Stu-Gilbert@sky.com

Why not advertise your business in the Moor Pool Duck?
The Moor Pool Duck is a local community newsletter serving residents of the Moor Pool estate
in Harborne, described in the Sunday Times (25/01/15) as “the jewel in Harborne’s crown”.

It is published six times a year and delivered to over 500
homes and businesses on the estate and is also published
on line and distributed electronically to a wider
readership.
Prices start at £45.50 pa, covering six issues, for a quarter
page and we can even help you create the advertisement
if you don’t have your own.
If your business could benefit from advertising directly to
this unique catchment area, please contact us at
duck@moorpool.com.
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James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
Contact lens specialist

0121 448 6606

Dry eye clinics

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com

Spectacle re-glazing service

26 The Circle,

NHS Patients also welcome

Harborne,

in a ‘no pressure’ environment

Birmingham B17 9DY

Harborne Painters & Decorators
High Quality
Interior &
Exterior Work

For a free quote call JIM on
07885 577 985 or 0121-688 2320
jamesleeharrison@hotmail.com

 20 years experience
 Fully insured
 Moorpool resident

www.harbornedecorators.co.uk
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