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In this issue:

Dear Moorpudlians,

Well that was a memorable and warm 2018 summer. A
summer that was topped off with the annual Moor Pool Heritage
Festival on Sunday 9th September. Thank you to everyone who
gave their time as volunteers to help, to everyone who came
along to enjoy the day. Thanks particularly to Barbara Nomikos
and Rachel West for the hard graft of co-ordinating and
organising a tremendous event. We reflected afterwards that it
was the best attended since 2014 with a great buzz throughout
the day. To find out more take a look at Barbara's detailed
update.
As the nights start to draw in, I want to flag up an issue of
current local concern - crime specifically burglaries and car
crime. We can all play our part in being vigilant and helping the
police to bring offenders to justice & prevent crime. Sarah
Hanson is building great momentum through her role as our
MRA committee lead on crime. I would urge you to read the
article in this edition about ways you can get involved to prevent
crime.
Finally, an important and poignant date for your diary is
Saturday 10th November. Maureen Mauser and Norma Mason
are organising an Old Time Music Hall event starting at 7.30pm
in Moor Pool Hall to commemorate the centenary of the ending
of the First World War (the following day). Tickets cost £5 with
all monies raised going to the British Legion. Again you can find
more information in this edition.
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What’s On?
MARGARET’S FISH & CHIP QUIZ on Saturday 13th
October, 7.30pm start.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH meeting Oct 16th 7-9pm.
CIRCLE CINEMA will be showing Journey’s End (PG)
on Sunday, October 21st.
MOOR POOL MEMORIES on Saturday, October 27th.
HISTORY TALK - Christmas Traditions, on Tuesday,
November 6th.
OLD TIME MUSIC HALL on Saturday November 10th
at 7:30pm. An evening of entertainment.
CIRCLE CINEMA will be showing White Christmas
(U) on Sunday, December 2nd.

Best wishes,
Sal
Sally Bourner, Moor Pool Residents' Association chair
salbmoorpool@gmail.com

Moor Pool Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
I have recently taken over from Jan Scott, a well-respected and much loved
member of our community who has now moved house to live closer to her
family after over 50 years on Moor Pool. Good luck Jan – we will miss you.
As residents are aware, we have seen an increase in car crime and burglaries
on the Estate. My family have lived on Moor Pool since 1908 and myself
since 1970, and I am passionate about reconnecting our community in a
more modern way so we can safely and quickly share vital security
information with each other. Forewarned is forearmed. I am setting up a
WhatsApp group for each road and urge you to contact me with your house
number, road and name so I can add you to your group. Only you and your
neighbours can see this. A pilot in my road - Margaret Grove - is working
well and we are alerting each other of house alarms going off, suspicious
(Continued on page 3)
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Publication Dates

Forthcoming Events
Coffee Mornings
(except December)

Last Saturday of the month,
10:30-12:00

Closing Date

Publication Date

24th November 2018

December 2018

Fish & Chip Quiz

Saturday, October 13th

26th January 2019

February 2019

Barbara's Run

Sunday, October 14th

23rd March 2019

April 2019

Neighbourhood Watch

Tuesday, October 16th

Circle Cinema

Sunday, October 21st

25th May 2019

June 2019

Moor Pool Memories

Saturday, October 27th

27th July 2019

August 2019

History Talk

Tuesday, November 6th

28th September 2019

October 2019

Old Time Music Hall

Saturday, November 10th

Reading Group

Thursday, November 22nd

Circle Cinema

Sunday, December 2nd

Santa’s Sleigh

Saturday, December 8th

Santa’s Grotto

Sunday, December 9th

Carol Walk

Sunday, December 16th

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date.

Secrets of the Setters
by Artemonas

DON’T FORGET!
British Summertime will end on Sunday
October 28th. Clocks go back 1 hour.

Don’t Get in a Flap!
If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten by
the dog, you want an extra copy or live off
the estate, then current and past issues can
be downloaded from our web site at
www.moorpool.com.

Just one example this month. When you see words such
as ‘start’, ‘first’, ‘initially’ etc in a clue this may indicate
that you need to look at the first letters of words in the
clue. So for 1 across we have: Initially sun is most
inviting as the first part and the initials of the next 4
words produce Simi; the second half of the clue gives the
definition - Greek island. The same idea could work for
the ends of letters so you might have words such as
‘finally’, ‘ending’ or ‘in conclusion’ which implies that
you take the last letters of the following words. For
example you could have a clue: Animal finally dived
into bag. Animal is the definition followed by finally,
implying the last letters of the next three words, thus
giving dog.

presents...
George Keeble (1932-2018)
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Sunday 21st October

7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm)

Journey’s End

(12)

Our Christmas film on December 2nd is

White Christmas

(U)

See our web site for previews and membership details.

info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk
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George lived on the Moorpool Estate for well over 60
years, finally settling on High Brow. He organised coach
trips to Blackpool and Western
Super Mare. Many of the older
residents will remember how chatty,
kind and funny he was, walking his
beloved Westie Sonny around the
estate in more recent years. He was
beloved by family and much missed
by Hazel Keeble and his dear friends
Norman, Hilary and Patrick, his
lovely daughters, who he loved so
much and grandchildren.

Barbara Nomikos is running the half marathon on 14th
October to fundraise for Moor Pool. To sponsor her see
details on page 8 or follow the link on
www.moorpool.com.

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Moor Pool Neighbourhood Watch Scheme cont..
activity etc. This app supports but does not replace first
calling 999 or 101. Do also register to receive live police
alerts where you live or work direct to your PC at
www.wmnow.co.uk – useful for those without mobiles who
can’t access WhatsApp.
There’s a wealth of security measures available to reduce the
risk of your property being targeted but I’ll focus on just 2
which specifically tackle the criminal activity we’re
experiencing right now on Moor Pool:- Anti-snap locks are a
must to stop thieves breaking the locks on your back or front
doors. Replace your existing cylinder with a TS007 3-star
Kite-marked cylinder. Alternatively, replace your cylinder
with a TS007 1-start cylinder AND door handles with TS007
2-star Kite-marked handles to achieve the same 3-star rating.
Disklock steering wheel locks stop thieves taking your car
with or without keyless entry. West Midlands Police are
offering a 15% discount off the yellow model here
www.disklokuk.co.uk. Just enter wmpolice15 at the checkout.
See more crime prevention advice on the new police website
WMP Online and find police-approved products on the
Secured by Design police initiative site: www.westmidlands.police.uk/your-options/residential-burglary/
#prevention www.securedbydesign.com/crime-preventionadvice
Your first step is making time to attend the World Café event.
This is your chance to express your views and concerns direct
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to your local police team in an informal environment.
Feedback from the event will enable the police to fully
understand and better support us, but also for Moor Pool
to apply for Active Citizen funding to buy crime
prevention equipment and safety measures that benefit
everyone. Look out for more Café info on Moor Pool
social media or book your place by emailing PCSO Glen
Moore on glen.moore@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk. We
hope to see you all there on 16th October at 7pm, and
remember if you don’t come along, we can’t know your
needs or help you. Let’s be stronger together.
There is further advice and Neighbourhood Policing Team
Update on our web site at www.moorpool.com.
Sarah Hanson sjhanson7@gmail.com 0797 119 9049

Colours of Moor Pool Calendar 2019
The calendar features thirteen beautiful colour images
celebrating the natural beauty of Moor Pool throughout the
year. All images are original photographs by local resident,
photographer Angela Yates, and it would make an ideal
Christmas gift for any resident or friend of Moor Pool,
Harborne. The calendar costs just £10 to purchase and £1
of this goes straight to fund the important work of the Moor
Pool Heritage Trust. Calendars can be purchased online at
www.angelayatesphotography.com. Free local delivery
within the Harborne and Edgbaston area.

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Club & Society News
Moor Pool Skittles Club

Circle Cinema

The Skittle Alley welcomed many
visitors during the Heritage Day, it was
lovely to share this amazing alley with
those who had not been before, as well
as seeing ‘old’ friends. Several
expressed an interest in joining a
playing session and we’d love it too!
The Winter Season effectively starts on Monday 8th
October with a mixed session, then a lady’s session on
Wednesday’s and a men’s session on Fridays. Start time
for all is 7. 30p.m, with a break for tea/coffee; over 16yrs
only. Access is via the steps to the circle tennis courts and
the lower hall, then there are three quite steep steps up
into the alley. Unlike ten-pin bowling alleys we don’t
have any ‘labour saving’ devices unless you count the ball
return trough! We do have a ball-ramp for anyone who
finds it difficult to bend. While there is a competition
element the main emphasis is having a good time! We
would be delighted to see you and hope you enjoy ‘having
a go’ – no charge for first visit, annual membership is
very modest!

On Sunday, October 21st, to
commemorate the ending of the
First World War 100 years ago,
we will be showing Journey’s
End (12). Doors open 6:15pm for
refreshments, film starts at
7:15pm.

For more information contact
keithwinkley@blueyonder.co.uk

The Circle Tennis Club

Set in a dugout in Aisne in 1918, it is the story of a group
of British officers, led by the mentally disintegrating
young officer Stanhope, as they await their fate. The play
on which this was based premiered in London in 1928,
with Laurence Olivier in the cast.
The usual selection of hot and cold food will be on offer,
so why not join us for a chat and bite to eat before the
film?
Tickets cost £5 for non-members, and £2 for members
and those under 16, available on the door or can be
reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk.
Our Christmas film on December 2nd will be White
Christmas (U). A successful song-and-dance team
become romantically involved with a sister act and team
up to save the failing Vermont inn of their former
commanding general. But you probably all know that!
And, if you are a member, don’t forget our AGM on
October 20th at 10am.
info@circlecinema.co.uk
www.circlecinema.co.uk

57 The Circle, Harborne
B17 9DY

Your local members-only
tennis club.
 New members always welcome. Visit the

club website for more information.
 Social tennis every Sunday 10.00 - 13.00
 Men’s and Ladies’ social tennis evenings
 Adult and Junior Coaching
 Monthly Social Tennis Mix-in Competitions
 Men’s and Ladies’ inter-club league teams

______________________________________________

Circle Cycling
Fancy a ride in the Autumn
sunshine? The next
scheduled ride with the
Circle Cycling Club will be
on Saturday morning 13th
October, from the Builders Yard (path between Nos 8-10
Wentworth Gate) at 10 a.m. We have a selection of loan
bikes and helmets you can borrow, please call : Peter
Stroud on 0776 340 7810 to book a bike, or for more
information.

For more information on all the above and
to join, visit www.circletennisclub.net

Moor pool News & W ine
Please support your local shop

Across: 1) Simi; 3) Offshore; 8) Orlando; 9) Nylon; 10) Llandudno; 13) Napoli; 15) Tissue;
17) Mauritius; 20) Coast; 21) Aussies; 22) Speyside; 23) Bags
Down: 1) Scotland; 2) Malta; 4) Fjords; 5) Santorini; 6) Orleans; 7) Etna; 11) Dolomites; 12)
Persists; 14) Postage; 16) Cunard; 18) Ibiza; 19) Ices
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Sudoku

Answers to crossword:
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Club & Society News

cont...

Moorpool Reading Group

Moorpool Tennis Club

The last book read and discussed by
the Moor Pool Book Club was A
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor
Towles. The consensus of the group
was that the book was a super read
with many members wanting to enjoy
it again. The gentleman at the centre
of the novel is Count Alexander Rostov, who is sentenced
to house arrest in 1922 by a Bolshevik court. The story
takes us on a journey through his life at the hotel - his
adventures, relationships and above all his determination
to remain a gentleman. This is a heart-warming book with
an excellent ending. We would recommend it to anyone
who loves a good novel.

– Anyone for tennis … still?

The next meeting is on 22nd November at 7.30 in the
skittle alley at Moor Pool Hall. We will be reading Behind
the Scenes at the Museum by Kate Atkinson.
_______________________________________________

Harborne Village
Women's Institute

The tennis season continues at Moorpool Tennis Club
throughout the Autumn and Winter. Established in 1910,
we are a vibrant tennis club with two shale courts on Moor
Pool Avenue near the junction with Margaret Grove. The
clubhouse also offers a table tennis table. We offer social
activities throughout the year including meals out and a
highly successful Quiz Team!
Coaching
Harborne-based coach, Will Hale, is a former USA
College Tennis player who has coached tennis for all ages
in the UK and USA. He is PTR qualified (Professional
Tennis Registry) and DBS checked. Lessons are tailored
to the individual or group and can include fitness training.
Contact him on 07851037950 or at
willhaleusa@gmail.com
Social and Competitive Tennis
Mix-in tennis continues every Sunday morning, weather
permitting. For anyone interested in more competitive
tennis involvement, we field teams in local leagues.
Membership

Our WI meets on the second
Tuesday of every month between
19.00hrs- 21.00hrs in the Moor
Pool Main Hall.

Special rates for half-year membership from September
2018 to end of March 2019: Adult membership £40;
Family membership (a couple, plus children under 14)
£80; Student membership is £25. For further membership
categories contact:

A warm welcome awaits local women who would like to
come along and ‘Try WI’ with our 70 regular members
who have joined our new WI during 2018.

Sue Lilleman, Secretary, on 07850374061, at
slilleman@aol.com

‘Try WI’ is available for a £5.00 cash or cheque payment
on the door, there’s no need to pre-book, come along and
check in at our ‘Meet & Greet’ desk, just inside the hall.
Our meeting on Tuesday 9th October 2018 at 19.00hrs
includes a talk about Homelessness in Birmingham by a
representative from sifafireside www.sifafireside.co.uk.
We’ll be collecting items for donation to the charity as
they prepare to offer support to their service users during
the forthcoming winter season.

or John Lewis, Chair, on 07715173236, at
giffordlewis@btinternet.com

If God had wanted us to vote he would have given us
candidates.
Jay Leno
Politics is the art of preventing people from taking part
in affairs which properly concern them Paul Valery

Oceanic Fresh Fish

Our November meeting on 13th November, we have a
Christmas wreath-making demonstration by talented
Rachel Perry from Hedgerow Stories.

Family business established 1991

We’ll have our WI Raffle (£1 per ticket) and self-serve
refreshment counter (50p honesty box) where we can meet
up with friends (old and new).

Coming to Moor Pool with a selection
of fresh fish.

If you’d like to know more about our WI you could
request our latest Newsletter by e-mailing
harbornevillagewi@gmail.com or take a look at our
Facebook page, Harborne Village W.I. which keeps us up
to date with WI news and events.

Every Tuesday from 4-5pm. Mobile
van by the Pool in Ravenhurst Road.
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update
The summer came to its now traditional
conclusion with the fantastic Moor Pool Festival.
Both Sal Bourner and Barbara Nomikos in their
articles pay tribute to everyone who helped out
on the day and I’d like to extend my thanks to all
too – and a big thank you to all those who
attended and created such a buzz on the day.
Around £3,000 was raised and all of this will go
towards the project to renovate the toilets and
entrance hall area and to provide proper disabled facilities.
Talking of projects:
Lower Hall. Barbara’s article outlines progress on the
Lower Hall floor. Please do keep in view that the floor is
integral to the Grade II Listing. Hence the wish and
requirement to work its restoration in proper heritage
fashion.
Upper Hall toilets, entrance hall and disabled access. A
range of initial plans have been received from our heritage
architect which we will be reviewing and suggesting
amendments to. Once we have narrowed the options
down, we will seek the views of all regular hall users and
interested parties. We are privileged to operate from and
have under our charge a Grade II listed building but that
does limit the configurations.
Builders Yard Allotment & Educational Support Area. If
anyone has recently passed by that cut through between
Wentworth Gate and Carless Avenue, we have done
considerable work on the waste land next door to the
Builders’ Yard off Wentworth Gate to create a Support
Area for our Educational activities and Moor Pool
Allotment Association. The upper area is cleared, an
aggregate-based surface applied and a concrete pad
extended to accommodate the cabin to be used by the
Moor Pool Allotment Association and Rachel West’s
educational groups. As I write, the next stages will be the
erection of the cabin and the fitting of new double gates at
the Square Garages entrance. Birmingham City Council
has commented “I hope that the Council’s support for this
project will benefit local people particularly children in
acquiring knowledge for gardening and healthy eating”.
Garages. We also want to renovate one rank of the
garages up there, so this will all start to transform that
often neglected part of our estate.
Many will have seen some of the remedial work conducted
on our trees in September. These are the works
recommended in the independent tree survey of early 2017
and are all on trees viewed as a potential hazard in the 2-3
year bracket from the date of that survey. We only fell a
tree where that is the explicit recommendation for safety
reasons; the vast majority are reduced in terms of height
and spread or are pollarded per the survey’s
recommendation.
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Our gardening programme has continued
throughout the summer through our contractor,
Rosie’s. This has centred on the Spinney,
Square, Circle and East Pathway but if we are
missing substantive bits of the Trust’s land, let
me know. I am aware of those two hedges at the
top of Carless which the Council formerly
included in their works.
Our activities carry on notwithstanding all of this.
Rachel’s education focussed work has continued with an
excellent talk on Selly Manor and the BVT, further school
visits, den building in the Orchard and the growing
popularity of the Ageing Better Allotment.
These will be significant projects and would need funding
through a mixture of grant monies, local donations and
fundraising. So please do get behind the fundraising and
volunteering events which our invaluable Fundraising
Committee lay on:
 The quizzes have been great this year – look out for

the next one on October 13th.
 We will be holding another log sale in November –

please see local publicity.
 The Christmas festival over December 8th and 9th

with Santa appearing the Saturday and the grotto on
the 9th.
As Trustees, we are always very open to feedback,
whether through Barbara Nomikos
(manager@moorpoolhall.com) (0121 426 2908) or myself
(simon56.stirling@gmail.com, 07757 790539).
Simon Stirling
Chair

Letters
Dear Moorpoolers and others
We have been having great fun on Thursday lunch times
recently as we have been attending Keep Dancing classes
in the main Moorpool Hall. These classes involve good
exercise both for the body and the brain as well as fully
stimulating our laughter muscles. Partners are not needed
except possibly for wonderful imaginary ones.
Each month we do two different dances as well as warm
up and cool down routines. The dances are taught by our
long suffering teacher, Helen, and while none of us are
dancers she is still full of enthusiasm and pleased with our
attempts.
The dances we have “learned” so far include Salsa, Waltz,
Banghra, Foxtrot, Jive and even Ballet.
If you think you would like a new fun activity then why
not come and join us on a Thursday at 12:20 for an hour
of good company, good exercise and much laughter. We
definitely feel better in many ways for having taken part.
Hope to see you.
Tina, Jean and Jenny

www.moorpool.com

duck@moorpool.com

Company
Our aim is to be as green as your garden
All aspects of garden maintenance/tree
surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge
trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating
ponds. All waste fully recycled.
Call Simon for a free quotation
07928 677594
or e-mail
greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com
Discounted service available.
Enhanced CRB available
for your peace of mind.

Lynn’s
Childminding
Services










OFSTED registered
Ravenhurst Road Based
15+ years experience
Before and After School Care
Collection to and from Harborne
Primary School
Freshly prepared home cooked
meals provided
Holiday and adhoc care available
First Aid trained
Child Care vouchers accepted

For further information, please call
07930 309957 or e-mail
lynn-fletcher@hotmail.com
The Moor Pool Duck 7
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Update on Hall Activities

from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager

Moor Pool Heritage Festival
th

The Moor Pool Heritage Festival on Sunday 9
September was another huge success, with a great turnout
and a real buzz about the event! Thank you to all who
came along and the fabulous 60 volunteers that helped out
on the day with baking, front of house, counting 20 pees,
tea room and catering and all the activities on the day.
Some comments on what people most enjoyed about the
festival included –“The sense of community,” “the
friendship of people in a small community” and “lovely
village atmosphere.”
Thank you to everyone who participated and attended to
celebrate Moor Pool and its heritage, we would love to
hear your further feedback and comments about the day
so please feel free to email manager@moorpoolhall.com
Roll on 2019 for the next festival on Sunday 8th
September!
Lower Hall Floor Update: Work is progressing for the
reinstatement of original woodblock floor in the Lower
Hall, hopefully starting November at the latest, although
this specialist work will take some time. A specialist
survey carried out found that the floor is of a particularly
high quality, species of soft- wood , Pitch pine or Yellow
south pine which is known as the strongest pine, and very
durable. This type of quality woodblock was used in
commercial buildings, schools as well as domestic
settings throughout the 19th and early 20th Century. There
are very few knots as a result of them having been
converted from ‘quarter sawn boards’- a labour intensive
method but producing more visually attractive and
durable blocks.
The woodblock flooring will need to be removed
completely and all wood blocks cleaned by hand which is
a labour intensive and specialist process, necessary to
preserve the historic patina of the historic floor. The
blocks will be finely reshaped and prepared for relaying
in the original herringbone pattern. Once the floor is
reinstalled the surface shellac polish will be applied to
revive the appearance of the original floor. The plaster
will also need to be re-applied before the floor is re-laid.
Main Hall Regular activities Please have a look at the
website for Regular Activities:
***Yoga for Sports*** starting 2nd November Every
Friday 5:30-6:30pm is a brand new class for anybody
who has noticed that the physical activities they regularly
take part have started to reduce their freedom of
movement. Whether we are runners, cyclists, climbers,
swimmers, boxers, footballers or tennis players, the
activities we regularly participate in create patterns of
movement in our bodies. The aim of this class is to free
up some of that lost movement and bring your body back
in to better alignment so that you can enjoy playing the
sports you love for longer. - Improve flexibility through
normal range - Reduce muscle soreness and tension The Moor Pool Duck 8

Improve body awareness and breathing -Improve mental
and physical relaxation Classes are £6 pay as you go,
starting November 2nd For more information please
contact info@sarahroseyoga.co.uk and let me know what
sport it is that you love!
Also new to Moor Pool Hall :
OneDay Theatre Group Tuesdays: 9:30am and
10:30am (50 mins duration) “Tiny Dancers” - music &
movement for preschool children under 5. A fun and
exciting class with Bubbles, instruments, flags, songs and .
(Not a drop off class) Thursdays 4pm - 5.20pm “Oneday Theatre School minis” Drop off class for children
aged 5-9 yrs. A performing arts class culminating in a
show and share performance at the end of every term.
Thursdays 5:30pm - 7pm “Oneday Theatre School” This
is a drop off class for children aged 10 - 14 years. A
performing arts class culminating in a show of work at the
end of each term. Focusing on honing and refining
performance skills. Wednesdays 7.30-8.30pm: Adults
For more information & to book, contact
hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562
Mom’s Boxercise with Kerry Cox Boxercise for moms
class combines boxing training (without getting hit!) and
exercise in a fun, stress busting session, underpinned by
key principles of postnatal recovery. Thursdays 10.3011.30am Contact Kerry on 07970 287043,
at femalefitnessmatters@gmail.com or check out her
website: www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk
You can find out about other activities that go on at Moor
Pool by subscribing to our newsletter or on our website.
Running for Moor Pool Heritage Trust …thank you to
everyone who has sponsored me for running the halfmarathon on Sunday 14th October – the money raised will
go towards improving the historic community facilities
which will have a positive impact on improving the quality
of the experience of those that use them. You can sponsor
me by searching for Barbara Nomikos Half Marathon at
uk.virginmoneygiving.com, even a small amount will
make a difference.
Upcoming Events:
Mess Around Play: SPOOKTAKULAR – Tuesday 30th
October 13.30-14.30 (Main Hall). Halloween themed
messy play, little ones can mix, pour, dig, and explore,
from ghostly mud to gory goo, and leave the clearing up to
us! Suitable for ages 6months – 5years but older siblings
also welcome for the Big Kids corner! Contact Kelly on
07533439428 www.messarounduk.com/birmingham
SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER ON THE
WEBSITE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE
FURTHER DETAILS ON UPCOMING NEWS!
Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)
manager@moorpoolhall.com Hall Office: 0121 426 2908
www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk

www.moorpool.com
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Education Update

from Rachel West, Education Project Officer

Coming back to Moor Pool after the school holidays has
been wonderful; seeing the leaves begin to change colour
and so many exciting activities to get involved in! As has
been mentioned elsewhere, this year’s Heritage Festival was
very successful, and many people came along on my
Heritage Walk that was running as part of the day. I also ran
a den building session for younger visitors to the Festival,
who all got stuck in and created some brilliant shelters. I ran
a further den building session in September, and the final
2018 den building session for your diaries will be Sunday
28th October between 10am – 12 noon in The Orchard off
The Circle. The session is free and supported through
Heritage Lottery Fund as part of our informal education
programme, so feel free to drop in and create!
September has been a busy time at Moor Pool with our
involvement in both Heritage Open Days and Birmingham
Heritage Week. This year, we ran a history walk as our
contribution to Birmingham Heritage Week, which was very
well attended and received. For those history enthusiasts
who prefer to consume their heritage from the seated
position, our local history talks have been continuing over
the summer. In August, Riot Resistance and Reform covered
the history of protest in Birmingham. In September, a last
minute substitution meant that the audience enjoyed a
brilliant talk by Gillian Ellis about Selly Manor and the
Cadbury Connection. The last local history talk of 2018 will
explore how authors have influenced our Christmas
traditions. The talk will be in the Main Hall, with
refreshments served from 6.30pm, and the talk beginning at
7pm. We look forward to seeing you there!

Nettlefold Notes
Nettlefold Garden has now been open eighteen months. One
of the big areas of worry and discussion which was had
before it opened was that of LITTER. In the end, we
decided to trust the visitors – and we were right! THANK
YOU to EVERYONE – in all the time the garden has been
open the amount of litter we have picked up can be counted
on the fingers of two hands (no more) - honestly!
Another challenge which had to be confronted was whether
dogs should be allowed in or not. This was resolved at the
AGM of the Trust when it was put to the vote and the result
was a 'No'; again, THANK YOU to everyone with a dog
who has passed, looked in - and carried on. This is much
appreciated (in particular) by the many parents who bring
small children. Just recently one commented that it was
good to know the area is really clean – one uses the city
parks as well but there is always a worry – and small
children in particular are vulnerable to picking up the wrong
thing!

During the summer our community allotment project,
‘Growing together at Moor Pool’, has continued to run on
a weekly basis. Although the project has officially
finished for the year, we are hoping that that we will be
able to access further funding to enable us to continue
with the project and develop the plot next year, so watch
this space! Massive thanks go to Ageing Better and the
Grimmitt Trust who supported the project this year, as
well as everyone who got involved in the clearing,
weeding, planting and (vitally) watering! There have been
so many people who have lent a hand or donated plants or
equipment, but particular thanks must go to Baskerville
and St Peter’s Primary Schools, regular participants
Roger and Linda, and the facilitators Dean and
Jimoh. We aim to keep the plot tidy over the winter with
a view to starting again next year, and new members are
more than welcome!
Lastly, we will be running our Moor Pool Memories
event again this year on Saturday 27th October between
1pm – 3pm. Many of our clubs have already volunteered
to support this event with displays about their activities.
We are also very excited to be joined by our new student
placement, Sarah Gibbs, who will be helping us to deliver
this event, amongst other things. We are hoping that this
will be a wonderful family event again, where everyone
can get together, have fun and reflect on what makes
Moor Pool such a truly special place. If you would like to
be a part of this, or any other event at Moor Pool, feel free
to get in touch and get involved.
Rachel West
0121 426 2908
education@moorpoolhall.com

The weather since November has challenged every
gardener. Our oldest resident, the apple tree number
0053, was badly damaged by the heavy snow and had tree
surgery to save it. The result is that it has sprung back and
is now doing well.
The lapsed hedge between the double gates and the
substation has now been brought under control (it was a
good example of what happens to a beech hedge if not
looked after!). The immediate result has been both bad and
good – some loss of the woodland atmosphere but more
light for woodland plants to grow. This will enable us to
plant more wild life friendly trees and shrubs, while in the
hedge itself there are several hawthorns, a holly and at least
one yew which will now be able to reach for the sky above
the hedgeline but remain under control, so over the next
couple of years that woodland feel should return.
Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for
more updates: @Nettlefold Gdn moorpoolheritagetrust.co.uk

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us.
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J

PF
Decoration



Painting



Wallpapering



Internal and
External Work



Free Estimates
and Advice

Call John on
07791228783
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ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE
MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS


Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows



Gutters cleaned



UPVC cleaned



Conservatory roofs



Patios, driveways and decking cleaned



Fully insured

Contact details:
Steve Brain
9 West Pathway
Harborne
Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696
email: stephen.brain63@sky.com

James Ernest
Optometry
Harborne’s best kept secret
Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00
Our Services
Comprehensive eye examination
Contact lens specialist

0121 448 6606

Dry eye clinics

jeoptometry@gmail.com

Evening Appointments

www.jamesernestoptometry.com

Spectacle re-glazing service

26 The Circle,

NHS Patients also welcome

Harborne,

in a ‘no pressure’ environment

Birmingham B17 9DY
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October Crossword

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Compiled by Artemonas
Across

1) Initially sun is most inviting on a Greek island
(4)
3) Sour and angry about Harry being at sea (8)
8) Part poor land outside US city (7)

8

9

10

11

9) Making only new material (5)

12

10) Cleverly add noun to 50-50 resort (9)

13

14

15

13) I plan nothing around Italian city (6)
16

15) Time to give out paper (6)
17) A rum suit I found on this island (9)

17

18

20) Ascot moves to the shore (5)
19

21) A use is added to small race (7)
22) Sterilise team, say, in 1 down (8)

20

21

23) Claims luggage (4)

Down
22

1) Strange clans dot the country (8)
2) Whiskey on a holiday island (5)
4) Jane sits in cars in Norway (6)
5) The iron saint moved to this island (9)

23

Sudoku

6) Salerno confusingly is a French city (7)
7) English worker climbs Italian mount (4)
11) Disturbing diet looms in the mountains
(9)
12) Keeps on with its press circulation (8)
14) After a time, it’s what you are charged
(7)
16) Pass a card round international
organisation for a shipping line (6)
18) Island that is part of Capri, bizarrely (5)
19) Notice some frozen treats (4)

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association.
Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

e-mail
The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Reference if paying by
Association) delivered to the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this electronic transfer:
slip. You can also pay by standing order (form downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or via online banking
to Moor Pool Residents' Association sort code 30-19-14 account number 03808193 ensuring you also return
this slip to Maureen Mauser as above. Maureen will retain the details on a secure database for use solely by
MRA. Storage complies with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations).
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